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Occupation in Native Country - Agriculture and Stock Raising. 
eo: 


Reasons for Leaving Native Land. =- To better financial conditions with better 
prospects of building up fortunes. 


8 Conditions in Native Land - Good, semi modern homes with plenty of 
good food and clothing. Any grain raised was not sold 
put was fed to live-stock which in turn was marketed. 


Educational System in Native Land =~ Compulsory education for all between 
the ages of seven and fourteen years of age, free public 
schoojs up to and including high school. 


Political System in Native Country - Kingdom. 


Courts in Native Country - All Court Judges educated for that post and before 1 


being appointed for a life time position were required to 
qualify and pass a severe examination ;and any person who 
tried to tamper with the courts received long term prison 
sentences, usually a life sentence. 


Taxation System in Native Land -,Taxes, very high and the bulk of taxation 
was placed on Vand, buildings and personal earnings. 


Old Age Pensions in Native Land - An old age pension system was Peter iatiod 
about 1860 and all dependent aged persons are well taken 
care of. 

Military Service in Native Land - Compulsory military service of about one 
and one half years between the ages of eighteen and 
twenty-two years of age. 

arts and Crafts - Noted writers 
Occupations in U. S. ~- Store-keepers , farmers and various skilled trades. 


Type or Class of Citizen - Thrifty, home loving , honest and in fact one of 
the highest type of bce Sa we have. 
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Mr. X,wee~wee the youngest of. four boys and wht one a 

FoOUNseRatbeene-he,was born on the het of Lungland, Denmark. His 
parents operated a small dairy farm on the Tsland of ‘ia tate poobome ee 
Se ubairnc tb a tl but four miles long. To reach the mainland from 
the island Mr.X's family would have to row a boat across the water 
in the SUmMe Ny and in the winter they could either skate across or 
drive across on the ice in a horse and sleigh. 


When Mr.X was quite young his father scm sis. bevand his 


ne of erie brothers) 


OS TORE AIS Abe Per eal 


Roane to ae y 
ines ears NN 


was fourteen. Veard “old a friend of his “FatherSwho mad a dairy ranch 


brothers had to ae the dat farné( 


en Mr.X was about eleven ida olay “When Mr. X 


in Marin Dies? et California,sent for Mr.X to’come to America. Mr.xX 


was glad of the chance to come to America — Cali formia before he 
&: Pp heow debs Fa 


weer! arrive| at the age ‘anesetie ew, rare © serve e in the army. 
re Be / 


Mr.X sailed from Copenhagen and the ache stopped at Stockholm,Sweden, 
£6 tte... Gay 
werere—the beattrat trouble with its machinery. After being in Stock 
holm for two days the boat continued on to Rhy sty uns Mr. X “dhe. / 
(are ath Bors 4 
‘a small amount of money an ak Mickel for 
steerage passage. During the trip across the Atlantic the boat ran 
into a storm and for four days the passengers were locked, inside the 


' rey ry, Ge Ort tenet fo 
boat. Arriving at New ap City Mr.X wee--pet-en a train ComrmiTvtetre—.. 
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San Francisco,Californfa nm arriving at San Francisco Mr. X went 
direct to his friends dairy ranch in Marin County s}fhere he went to 
ie as a dairy hand at a salary of twelve dollars a month. After 


had worked on this dairy ranch for over a year he began to pick 
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“pei up the Mglish language and BeeeH to get acquainted with 


nh a 
others from Denmark-and it did not take long after that “fort 
to find—out that his friend was working him at a Danish rate of pay. 


Mr.X had no eae his clothe a a sk Ever wore around 
Te rts 


the dairy ranch wags ee A ae at that ie fifty 
cents dpair,and Mr.X saved most all of his moneyy 3 en he had 
worked for his si cl as and a half he quit and went up to 
Humboldt County wirere“fre leased a small dairy ranch about twelve 
miles above Arcata. After operating this ranch about three yearg 
Mr.X sold out and leased another ranch near Arcata that was larger 


than the one he first Hiatt <webactepueay se this dairy ranch for some 


time and made money so he sold tiete=rerer out and leased a larger 


Jf 
dairy ranch,near Arcata,where he had about eighty head of cattle. 


After leasing this larger ranch Mr.X got marrie From ¢khis mar- 
riage four children were born,two boys and two girls. Mr.X con- 
tinued in the dairy ranch business avd raised and educated his 
children. The children are all grown,the girls remaining on the 
reek with their parents and the two boys pease RAE Francisco, 
where one boy is in business for himself and the other bogs en- 
ployed weer'the street car company. 


Mr.X makes a number of trips to San Francisco from Arcata 


“Yhere he visits with his sons and other relatives hehas..liming. 


in the bay district. All of Mr.X's immediate relatives came to 


California from Denmark and live in the San Francisco Bay dist- 
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SEX: FEMALE 


AGE: 56 YEARS 


Mre.X was born on a2 small farm near the city of Copenhagen, Den- 
mark. She was the youngest child of a family of four children and the 
only daughter born to her parénts. Mre.X was raised,with her three 
brothers,on a small truck farm operated by her parents until the 
death of her father,who died while she was quite young. After her 
father's death Mrs.X went to live with her aunt ,who lived on a nearby 
farm. When Mrs.X's brothers became of age they gave up the farm and 
all went. to a dae poe Rate settled on farms near Arcata,Cafifornia. Mrs. 
XA mothewtrert to Vive with eea ou She forty pay net Bh Sw 

tive. Mrs. x& remained this small farmswith her mother and her aunt, 
until her mother re her mother died Mrs.X's brothers in Amer- 
ica gerit her money to come to America. Mrs.X,who was only eighteen 
years of age,at this time,booked passage on a steamerjat aon ee 
Denmark,for New York City. On her arrival Ap New York City Moor went 


‘ by train direct to San Francisco,California. On her arrival in San 


Se, ane Hae rent to stay with friends of her brothers. Mrs.X,with 
the help of her friends went to look for work. Mrs.X did not know how _ : 
to do any kind of work except neuseEeeS oe after a short time most | 
secured a position as housekeeper for a very nice Bates while 
working as housekeeper, became eae with a young man from cee 
land. After Mrs. had known thicjelegemean for some time they decided 

A aay a When Mrs.X was twenty-two years of age she mar- 

ried. From this marriage two children were born,one child, whe—wes the . 


first born,was a girl and the other child a boy. Mrs.X and her husband, 


» —— . a5 = - ts P. . LU ~ . : se 
aw bay e te MPLS es 2) m i: aC c* eet. S ‘THO 3 ort $f eget oo te “roth - wie eh) Rr 
‘ Md q - J : : 7 ro 4a 
eoeyty li Pit 6 eres" ey <4 p ‘Gaattnme 4 *¢ f, F bi fy ree aved tc ome aaah he f a . 
elt. RS Et bee lel Beg Oy OM i Beer eae pecan: vee 3 
en Port + a : : ere ees Pere ae p) of io 


is § yi oh 
Sec re MA Svey eins: ef ete ele, ee 1 awh neon aut - soNes 6 AY 


ne Lead é 
: aia ee A. oe. ae ew ihe ee epee ie Ry ee ebec te Fi vid ce. *, 
; Nie | 5 i ¢ Fh 16 say ¥ e + om ss | iy RoSe AT ah. te Tins RY ce 
et 
: ‘ 
: P ' 2 ‘ ‘ : i ' * cet mat 
mer | H ; : NaH 7 
$ % 3 oe or Reet ‘ h Ft 
a : ee ss | 
‘ » = aly * 
4 mea , A 
, Si ot etic En | wn * 
ar Ni P| 4 | Sale a7 ee % (* 4 
i ‘ ae | Whee sat ae * 
‘ 
fof , ear hie vie wi, ; 
j A ~ j 4 wl by? lig en 
q 
oe d Fhencet hes YS: . vhs dere. * 
; ey pee ey hoe stt se 
i a “ae & e | tore . % 
‘ ‘ 
Mm hd ‘ Me ; ; 7 ean 
t (nod joe OB RO erg 
« ‘ i te ¥ : F 
: PV) Fa Tg ei : 
A « . \ i oe b J ¥ . 3 dis 
x 5 


wd 
® 
ie 
S, 
aad 
Se. 
= 


me pri Leviyte: Tete ie i £0 Ope ererr 


Ose ale Of 
: , : Mink , y Teh b 
Hat rai Pep Sent vaoow. ath tee eee fee saa tail oleh ip. ae Te: 
Te | i Sh | es A Bares e. 
Rae an tt 3 bo Beg ie Pe Cay SS BA AT ee Does an ty Saget 25) EPR 


yA 
« 
. 
‘ 
2 
6 
o 


4 ba + 4 
T ‘ : we a 
¥ 4 ; 
aha iF | % er o . 9 nal 4 a 
re ah 50 A cre Me ‘2D a oe ot v2) ? fe rev: were re oe $ieb uchon = othe 
i i  . ae alee et de TRS ae - 


~ arn ass es he i we 
Fintan S163) RGD a ee ie Se peer ie 2 ak 


; } f - : ; ee it +n _ 
HOW Tae | i= é b & sc 10 O58, ssl soa 


PES 3 . ‘pene h 
, “rey Fi Ms ‘ 


be pew ont 


OM 


git it ty 
r ee 
Pie ry . ret, ‘ 


- 


= waa 8 positron d a shipping clerk,lived in San Francisco until the 
Ee year of the big earthquake,in 1906. After the Ap re Mrs.X and her 
ei husband moved to Alameda,as Mrs.X was arthquaked and was 
r _ afraid ae in San Francisco any Tepes. educated her ehild- 
ren in/ Alameda public schools and pnen gave them special college cour- 
ses. Mrs; X's daughter has Gewesb een in the employ of a large insurance 
company for several years as a private Segue a ane the boy is a cine: ; 
uate civil engineer and is doing quite well in this line of work. 


= a.own their own home in Alameda and PAR oe 


here manages to keep working right along. Mrs.X is gil contented 


gi a ett. 
— has her own home var her pears Ig her and, the joy of hav- 
ing her brothers and their families visit with her a number of times 


, each year. 


\9n 5 oper : 
vee Ss = * . 
+ o TA oh. 
= cy 
e ‘an 
f - 
t @x\ 
> m4 a y 
at { | 
: 
he " 
y} GD 
Poets % £ 
8 
x = 
\ 
a 
a 
; 
: 


Poco et Me tea a 
LENT nO 


“* at rr 2 prin, Sihee 
3 rs : 7 . "Tea Creatives 3.4 
* 
a \ pas \ - Wi ub x ae 
re EFT v “h 7 ? bs] mo Sar 
& j PP A a oR oe ak sete Oe re fe 
r ol 
. a s 
e . | Or oes > my ke ' 
Ona tea } - WS - * 
0 a a a ya Yes LAD (ioe Bi 
ra: i ap + arty) ow feet 2 3 i 
J at iit SATici TR AB & 
- 
y re wed * cn. T- Pier 
= 24 $ 4 ° fic we ie 3 
' .% 
A 
4 . hf SF Re " 6 ery 
“ * “WT rs ye : me A. -_w 
: ! } ry A a, Vent: bb hae eB ES PSST, oe & 
“ ;. ‘| \ 
a) ~\ . 1 
So ae r : Oe Pe ee Cimet 
ects rieiv we ffing 
‘ a ‘ 5 1 e q 


. 


pee yin! 


/ 5 ee: ae 
rlens bins exBison 


2: ee 


* ESN Ar 


| 4 ¢ ' 4 hal 

* hae YA se - 
— dap enc 7 if ’ 
allt. "CA 


\ 


L 3x 


§ 


Xt MALE. 


AGE: 34 YEARS. 


Mr.X was the youngest of three sons born and raised on a small 


farm in the southern part of Denmark,near the German border line. 
This part of Denmark was formerly in the possession of Germany. Mr. 
é 

X's two brothers (@#migrated to America and settled in Humboldt County, 
near the town of Arcata,where they took up dairying. 

Myr. stayed at home with his parents and helped run the small 
De eee a died and there was no one on the little farm but 
Mr.X and his mother. He ae World War broke out Mr.X was almost 
fourteen years of agey At was not long after the World War that Ger- 

eS 
many invaded the country amemmimwhere vA Lived. One day the German 
WW fitalre “Ein 

soldiers advanced through the coup=ege-qireredtT or srt tpeemetieer had 
their little farm. The German soldiers took possession of everything 
on the farm and drove the cow and four pigs,the only live stock on 
the farm,away with them. Mr.X then only fourteen years of AG 8 was 
put in a wagon¥with others from various farms,and sent to a German 


camp to be trained aSsoldierg. first training was at a pri- 


son camp, prisoners. After i was trained in the general 
routine of a soldier he was sent to the front with a regiment. om /, ty 
reaching the front lines Ms Eg PAM IREO AAR LOPE ”OY, it was not 


long Ootors tee saw action on the battle fields.—-er% s regiment 


was assigned a certain territory in the front lines .and early one 


a 
evening the order was given for Mr.x's regiment to advance. This wag 
combat 
the first actual/##BAs that MaeX had experienced. Ye did not now it) 


but he was advancing against French negro troops from Africa, ep 


ee a young boy and coming from a part orf the country where they . 


had never seen a negro Mr.x ( 
& Be could not understand these stance people 


wo, IL i ae ee ee ee ey 
‘ues 


fans, A co.beetet baa pied Pc # nae a) “Yoon, eee rR 
¥; sh 7 - ; a: 4a wh) 
“eral Tehted) seamted sf% os hy Me ae iste do saad eRe: ad Sy pty Ce: 
(i. eto wet) tol nd teroe aod med ret elaeente es ew nme? to Stee Fe 


bf 


7 ’ ‘ 7 Len 
ys Ta — é aah | : 
rood) Po fodawt 2. be DIS aa eno OMe Or nese ante Be" bh op OR oma ‘a 
ie . 4 ~ ¥ » di, a 
Nols“led gy yooh! Volt eredw, atests to see: niet. 


Fo 4 7 


Crane edd mugs Sed Lew. ius a lrenigg, to ne teem, te ibe SIA, 


on sew etent Sin be tah i a shat ee 


Yeon ear “tw Tito. stom etal bien gil2> Henk: S ‘rerid ou wast ‘bra 


ig a 
\ ne t r te > “i * 
J + é Py PAtes) 1S es te Roo Chak Os We CaN hy ye TH 350 a So 
‘ a vit A t ‘ 

aed « k ag * Pig rw ee £ ‘ alt ethatd alone, oe oOo eG ; ‘ shavat 

+ 
* wy ° % 
. a 4 
, “ . mk od eee 7 ‘ PA, ties i a aie nn oo 
‘4 4 vit oy Pst ~ be hoe! : hr : Pre opr: ate) | bien | +) ni ge TEL ; Ie & B's? is & 1 


> irae to golseekace good ‘ete EO loge emis ens , eee sitaee Yee 


it 
a gegen evil gtad eae wale Eiri 't D WO). "SSF M vores Gage,’ ont ine a 
£ hi ay v 
Baw ‘ Le tT } ” fy q : ’ 3 8 vi = a . LF WR ie Bg wet es 
’ = : i " fl yp ‘ nN 
ys ne Sra Dae emis. 300fRR vee Bradso jek C9 14 hid 


ie vi t at) eee Ler De a 
fren @) ca een wild lebih tt mB I: Loe Dem tard, ‘oo ot qitB3, 

Ay sf ee Pade : if ; ey ot : ee Ais det ne Ae - 
ie ae | a ’ “.” cl aie Ps wily a 
Teepe, Seo Ee DOLAtS BWR Son Tots 1 ote: Ep y ip poe ene 


4 


so TSE HSL 2) Gabe dtpoweed ie o> Jneh Peele ‘notht03, me - Br sat 


deoitdet a Merete gol tt, ety the pat io" ‘notion: AS mars ae 


ieee oe ie Ta 
h 5 | gs ag « 
, ‘ i t « - \} s \ 5 ; ce ‘ re . ; oY. \ y | Pe vl 
bro vitae Link, besa tl t90t) ene! nd iat tea PEN oo @ DORR ap 
BOA bS, Ot ty et wee Dae cut not never ek dpcire! ed Bee 


eka Adi : ee ee Digdeons 


bee | ae } aut Fats Di ; ie acy hoe Hewett anit bias raae sent ‘ uo { 


Sap 
Lie ar SD B™ Pech fawee hd 
ry fone “% oe . 


WEe 


we) 


os 


: 

. i 
ey 7, ‘ees oe | 
and their strange methods of fighting. *+eMrvx™s regiment charged 
. | 


} forward: these negro troops charged also and came at Mr.X's regi- 
p ; y, ; 


Peas. ment with large knives held in their mouths. These negro soldiers 


: ; 
} seemed to have only one thought and that was to cut off the heads 


ee their enemy with these large knives they carried in their mouths; 
Mr. A wag Sapa ay ok this his first battle,and was only saved from | 
having his head cut off by one of the negros when a French officer | 
who happened to be wear Horn the time,stopped the negro from | 


HM 
using his knife en-#e-%,but not before Mr.X had already received 
young from the knife which split open the end of +#rr%'s thumb. 


—tre x was marched with other German Prisoners pdbbOd—Li GS Crpberiaene 


Weee behind the French lines and then taken to a prison camp. MaxX_! 
gat ' 


s they had very little to eat. 


The conditions under which the prisoners had to live were almost 


almost starved at this prison camp 


unbearable. The vermin in this camp Was so bad that all the pris- 


Oners were overrun with lice. The eae go thick in Mr.xX's hair 


that they ate into the scalp and left bald spots on different parts 


| (Om) a" uae 
“of hie head the hair will never grow on-—theeeSppte azain. \ 
| After the war was over,and Mr.X was Sale sent home. | 


arrived back at his old home on the little farm,still practic- 
ally only a boy,but with all the horrible experiences of war cram- 


med into his thoughts,only to find that his mother had died while 


he was away. udtt then wrote a letter to his ns rey 


and iis brothers gent Mr.x money to pay his fareseer pda mca hs “geil 
to America and live with them. As SOON asad 


el 


received the mo 
from his brothers 


- ( could arrange tr: 


by train direc 


n America,Mr.X sailed on the first boat hy 


Sportation,-em, On arriving in sre ees | 


to his brothers near Arcata California. On‘ar- 
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ms \siness. sere ihn the help of his brothers\sot along very well 


the dairy business. Mr.X saved his money, and when he sheuehs 
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that he was able to eee a home he married a young Lady nat 2 


Pics the Pinch successfully. Mr.xX now has two small eae er, 
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re one a boy. and the other a girl. ussK(dn occasione,makes a trip to 


San Pranctate., but only when it is necessary on business, 
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| Carr. X was’ born’ in the City of ‘Copenhagen, Deninark,Sekme- the 


1H younsedt” of three eayhs Bare ou Med home wien nie parents ahd © 
i brothers’ until he’ was about Fourteen years of age. As goon’ as 
eee was old eriough jhe attended echool and in his spare moments 
| helped fie's Father, who operated a BA ie! cw dtore in Copenhagen. 
Wr: and his’ two brothers helped thotr “pat ér in the clothing 
‘atiore’ and their father taught them athe clothing business. 
MrlX Wadan uncle who had” come to América and had settled’ 
| in A ihr ee aes t ‘where he operated a “elothing store. Mr.Xx 
when about fourteen years: “ot: ‘age, Aécided that he would like to 
sect sete m 
come ia America’ and help nis unele in his’ “store oe his rather 
gathiedet ws otder prdthers to help him’ ‘in the store. Maries 


herr 
father consented to let trex come to A to aneica waa ‘Live with: ainyo 


uncle. Vanvsiniiae \provided awripor taki 8 np hs euenyihaees ‘Came 
oO América\On arriving in New York City Mr.X boarded a train 


_ for sai Franciscoj#ber his uncle met him tnewhd te 


_<poarded the first boat for i nGtee CAAT o risa thet was no trains 


running to Bureka vat" that. ‘time. On arriving in acasiah pM and 


sda Scorers 
ance en Semis p= 
here” Pa ne re Ee ans 
* 


his uncle bate™ PER oi” ashore 


ria th other’ "passengers | 


on &' ‘barge! From Bureka Mr.X and his uncle: ‘drove “by "hors a’ buesy 


ee a = it T > hye go 4 + hs 
“ = ¥ ah be ~ ooh a Oe = “t ’ a 4 


to) Arcata, California. 


canchypee worked for his tncle in His’ store and his uncle was” 


‘Kim tewe=to speak Mnglish. After Mr. pecame familiar 1, 


Pasty 4 ray American’ ways.he became aE Daa os tre tales about 


“i 


gold 2 
\ go: pining.tters Saved his money and one day he decided-te— 


wre “ee Fs 


| 7 


a all 


ond “gree! its mere, re gens cod to ee nt cod cen Soa 
bas edretag ain détw emod deniemet Ket sayod ‘eetdst To ot 
BB moos BA ,exr TO atsey ree dinet tuode Rew ed iiday atedéo 


adnemom etsqe etd at bas Loodos bebredss of Buiions: bio hatin 


es (ap ey ; 
»eeenteud vitae mers ~ meds toguet tedtst ttedd bns erode | 


beltior bait bas solxemA of emoo bend orlw 6 fon os bed Xk 


te 


Pande vewate anidtelo s bedstego ert crorin, sino tLe0, 8d80 A at 


ot ext blvow ed dant bebtoeb egs to etsey needivot dyuods nedw 
sab oow li fh, ye 
yentst 8 fc! ee etote etn af efony efd qled bas so tiem os emoo ie 


iy 


phinksicet aie 3) mt mel qled of etedtord nebo odo Bet 


poral ah iN i; i, 


I ate atiw evil brim. 89 Prema ot emoo xo tel ot betneanos necoat u 


at ne rer eline 
mere sai sion eg 


ina his ne wet TAI 
eMmao bas( edge eal te no Mestogensté beb tvorg ae aaah’ -efont 
oieys «# 2 bebt80% K.tM yoloO wAxoY well nat owe cof portent ot 
ws, 
stent bree eth mt gem efonw aid Soon toner ma ot 


ro 


2 
text om BSW eredd FEL. boro IED aveiww! tot dice gexit eds pebrsod 


bas XM Pots ot anivigis m0 boon dads ts store og pettnn 


ba aN Fs het 
PATA Nght ty ayyninc aenialina/ ela NASH del ieargyn Ni aril 


SMa tedto ‘Sia be tro —eeionent beanie penne exer efony oh 


wear... OL 


nu B tel has stots ald at elony eld x0 : bion Xe 
rsiitnst emsoed X a0 Heel we tfuet segs ofemont | 


7 en 1a 


aaa geist ot . bese ered ene: 


( : 2% ak h % > WMS ea ice, | We ; ~ ae 4 ‘s 
ge en neh wea \) ep 4 P ais nea alg Net ON a Ber ; ‘ibe tinorits Betuir, . 3 ba anaes 
uy pn ie a. ay, § TT ls aes oh Meds i L FT fc Oe ie. ae ‘ wn, A as ee A ia 


; f stake a a trip pin, the ante country. Mr.X. came . to. San AL. ¥ 

\ Ere Seed [; boat from B Zurek a nd fter talking. to. sake: “baephey. 
AGA. ” POA} qo lene 

ie besn around the mines Srrkade cided thatrine=wiauld: go to.) 


hackan sara Mon Ony‘arriving tr Cag ori ‘city mix x Tookea ‘around’ 


Uld-get any kind» ar Work ‘<eotae * the “thifte ss ne 


eo was-‘not ‘experten ed in. eer ae aren. a few daye gi Cates 


oad fe Ci ty deeeecot. a yoo helping around tthe” shops ‘at -one-of 
ete ; ; 4 : 4 Aa re td De at allied {) : 
efter henbecame agquaintea peel: 


Gr fe. BARS derksave hig money an 


* i 


wr 


“3 ee ¥ 4 


! ‘ 
we ate ~owhtih thes territory hn was working 
! Veta to make cons Ane in the. saloon Dusiness. 


opened ae Joma: 
TN eine RD fKbeth. ~ o BN a, 
fo ns a very cond buss ysineds Fane was fabLe +6. gave a ‘cons ag 
‘* ‘eS j 
uh 


wa. 


“siderable anount of money. Goctaed that he had made enough 


Oufontes to come ‘pack to California’ and buy ‘himsett aA small ‘aatry 


,ongt 


re tiles teem ‘Shortly. after Mar. X settled: on: bere lanes raheh. 


_he, was narrred: toa youre’ Dani sh girt ReraeL et had: nner while work=") ‘ 
EE LOT nis “undle in’ the store, ‘irex: was guecesstul™ pie abiiey 


Pea Gh es. ang bought: and-sold- eeverar? 1 Pou feo kh ot 


Paeowaas 
seen his wife have’ ‘one ‘chile, a daughter.” wip. s\n ie oe 


> 


= HA , RA! ‘ 
. mY eg daughter 2” colle&e Careat ste detente nerehaduation, "| 
+: 


from. grammar. and high ° sehooyde~ fe, VR Lrg sok. 


Es Aya Ha ie : 


Ca 


Mr oh. has. been Pttiahel af Ty~ suck essture ance, to Petree out” Berns urn 
ty Dee KE" ie 
AS he still . continués. to’opérate a stall dairy SrA a have) ‘somes 


* we Re 
baa | i Fa FA 
| ree eget to occupy his Ne: A part of ‘his a“ atthe ° 
: ae 7 calpeailh 4 DG cs lhoneley 


\ ranch, and part. Be the time Any Osichandswheze his Gaugnter is ats. 


coheed 


Ana “esting: ‘school. Se 2 te a ee a EG 


ae ‘ot emso X.tM ~GEsaeo arate OE bitten ee Gt 


Sipe Wet ph OF grbiied Tost. banger 20 most) ¢nod 
at 03 bLijannoindnctt pebtoob-1¥ semim edt, brows “aged bed 


wors bexool X.1M ysl soared ot goivinrs 60 _pbavelly $10 poet 


mn | \ ah 


we nthe "eldd® ‘TSR bhrow To abr Lal EAs den LA | oe 
ttvFtre vedtes eysb wel s. meee turd. cmeukaihee mh , oo Nagin Jon BRK. 


os a 


b | 
fo efo iid eer eos Hrvots getglen: dot. B¢ sorrel ttt . oetad at: 


Pe Muga! {es ? 
pésaabeoes nul dielctedale a ed pis a ares ree Bier 


ne} 7 
> thiadeteqae fe Wee Pat oa ‘gr tattew / Moa red ronerres wii a: 


3 8. Beste ge eres Jesesitettd stools edd ints yonom: 2008 exam ot mie, 
ewdahty 5 
en vie p vomsebrdinin 200188 roe 


ble 


Pos! 


~yoo;s #vaa ot. éfdgoeaw haa gee ase 
wit sR 


guone ébam badvede dead Hebtoebomerk . genom Te, tAvOmER > oddare 


ne 
28d SMO9 . oF, WeAOHE | ee 


yiieab [inme’s Tieamtd youd basisiorettisd ota 


aoe er tel FARCE Eye tnOt theOeeseo ere AoE. 
Ritch ro. jeacoge doe Kat Mo todT8y ‘aahadal aiaaoltake 


pe he tee) ; 
sow ot triw tom bari one tant. cuts detned BRON: a Ode be. boast caw ca ; 


tebe Se Adutwe ibtabesowe’ eew X 
sree bfoe; bate: seiguod, Dis ® 


fons't" qrtee 


oT wortodey edits trl e Lom. ae xo. a fb 
sora, 


a 


Pht a) 
at K ea Sethi a, DI tdo. 6 no, oved etiwredd prs ae 


soltaubsts “rer ak RETIN e3e LLoo miter 


r a Pip Y 


sud ortter od dgyone Ivteesooue : 


Np t, oom Ta 
ashiog “even! od fone ctu tLe ie 8 ot aatester nie penn bdces | Lites ea 


ugh 
1 ed FS rps Be bet te dupa ‘atic Rouen je mtd: eto ABO Oe: 98: Bt td 


-ts el Tce we erreriv br 1180 at emit ety ; 2, wae on 


pati 1 LAs Oe Oe 1082 iy haat 


“ce 
2 


tiie a ea 
nated ‘onde Takin, bedrerte esr 


. ™ 
4 

‘4 anne bustin r 
. ‘ + Wc 
if 5 q ig we OR e Th bed oP hen Lie a ¥ 

ra Be ‘ : amy, i i cen ‘ 

ae a ] ! phen “ ‘e WV 

, ear ee may) ld? 


yo lig eee 
Fre th anc potete hws bac  / 
f SNH eee LS: een cL ofacler’ 


Oe he 


seed 


0 Bes | ee Ly ms Ae 
y fh ston. Rae | Nye Te 
RG eon alae | errr cell 
Wig Ang . 4 ie 


| 


me 


DANISH 
Mre X _ was born July 5th, 1855, ‘fn Denmark near 
Skanderborg. His brother and two sisters were also born 
there, ina small place tit had been the property of his 
mother's relatives for six generations. Mr. X -i"%s father 
was a carpenter and contractor. His mother had learned to 
beca ey ee had gone into service as a dairy maid. 
She worked at this until her marriage, after which she 
was just a housewife, 

Mr. X _ started school at the age of five and con- 
tinued until he was nine and a half, At that time, the 
school system of Denmark was compulsory and every child 
was compelled to take an examination given by the 
Lutheran minister before he could quit school. In the case 
of Mr. X ___, however, things were different. His father had 
joined a new religious sect, don 4 sons became the butt 


of ridicule of both the schoolmaster and pupils. Mr. X ote. 


father received permission to take his sons out of school, 


providing he would teach them at home, and send them back 
for examinations. Mr. X __ passed these examinations succ- 
essfully in one year, and thereafter took up the serious pro= 
blem of learning a trade. . | | ; 


For a number of years he worked with his father learning 


- earpentering. Later he was apprenticed to a cabinet-mker for ! | 


two years. Here he learned the finishing end of the trade, 
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Apprentices of the period got nothing for their work, but 
were given room and board and earned a little spending money 
by working overtime and holidays. Mr. X _'s father became a 
convert to the Mormon religion in 1864 and came to America in 
1876. Mr. X and his wife came the following year. At that 
time, Mormons were encouraged to,come to Utah; and Zion, as 
it is called by them, was pictured as the promised land. 

Mr. X and all Mormon immigrants to Utah were thorough- 
ly disillusioned on arriving, for there they found a barren 
looking place, a good deal of poverty, scarcity of food, and 
things wild and wooly in generale Mr. X _ remembers a period 
of four months when they had only bread and milk, and 
another stretch when meat was the main food. No one actually 
starved to death; but they were poor. 

Mrs. X __ was born in Boring, Denmark. Her father died 
when she was five years old, and she was then adopted by a 
well-to-do neighboring farmer. Here Mrs. X __ spent her child- 
nood, here, too, she was duly confirmed ee the age of 
fourteen as was the custom, and as it still is to a very 
great extent. A- year later she began working in a nearby 
city. During the next eight years she worked in a printing 
shop, at housework, in an insane aksylum, and on a farm, 

Her last year of work was in a stocking factory. It is 
interesting to note that the piece-work plan was already in 
use in the factories. Mrs. X _ became a convert to the 
Mormon religion at the age of twenty, much to the disgust 


of her brothers and sisters as well as the family that had 
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adopted her. She married Mr. X _ at the age of twenty-three 
years, and left for America. She never again. saw any of her 
relatives. She struggled along the old beaten paths, trying 
to raise a family and save anough to live independently in 
her old age. After the first few years as a Latter Day Saint, 
she got discouraged; for it is no easy matter to give ten 
per cent of your income to the church. She gave up the idea 
of going to heaven along the Mormon route, and didn't bother 
much about religion after that. She died in 1933 after 
suffering six months from an internal cancer, 

‘About the time Mr. and Mrs. X _. came to Utah, polygamy 
had reached its highest peak. According to the "Prophet", 
Joseph Smith, it was a direct revelation to him from God. 

The male portion of the Mormons obeyed that conmand right 
to the letter. Many a bearded Romeo met the incoming 
trains of immigrants, in hopes of ene a young girl 

and coercing her into becoming Mrs. second, third, fourth, 
or fifth. Polygamy caused a great deal of unhappiness, and 
Mr. X __ remembers not one single case of those he knew 
that worked out harmoniously. Mf. X __'s father became a 
polygamist, but he did not. 

Mr. X __ settled in Ogden Valley,and lived there about 
thirty years. Here his seven children were born. He mde a 
fair living, doing carpenter work and running a small farm. 
He never made much of : success as a farmer. Than he moved to 
ogden, where he still resides. He worked here at the 


carpenter trade, until he became too old and infXrm to carry 


+ ney 
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on. He has at no time been very prosperous, nor at any 
period lived in extreme poverty. He is now eighty years old, 
and well. I think he will be able to live on his small income 
unless some unforeseen misfortune overtakes him, 

Of Mr. X __'s family, the four still living, can be 
classified with the mididen struggling ones. They are average 


in health, education, and most other respects. None of them 


-are criminals, parasites, or politicians. None of them have 


been forced to ask for relief during this present depress- 


Jon but, of course, no One can foretell the future. 
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He graduated 


Mr. S came drom Denmark after the World War. 
From 1903 till the time he ar- 


— 
a 


a Denmark high school in 1903. 
i ae ee" din rane 
wee raved «Tt the U.S) he wae-werking as a bookkeeper 


oo bank. He arrived in U.S) together with a cousin with whom he 
tof of 


in a Denmark 


r to Kansas to work for a relative 


theirs. Mr. S was=working in Kansas till 1927 when he ap- 


pied for admission to the University of California in Ber- 


at Be . | 
aH keley and was admitted in August 1928. He received his bach- 


lor's degree in economics in 1982 and now he is working for ; 


i his master's degree. 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY « DANISH 
(Story of Aage Jensen) 


Aage Jensen was born on the island of Laaland, off the 
coast of Jutland, Demmrk, in 1899. Laaland wae about a 
day's journey from Aarhus, second largest city in Denmark. 

Jage’ s father, Niels Jensen, had gone to the island to 
accept a position in the public schools which had been ten- 
dered him upon the completion of his college eourse, which 
had fitted him for a teaching career. Soon after taking up 
his teaching, however, he suffered a nervous breakdown. Be- 
lieving that a return to the mainland would facilitate recov- 
ery of his health, he went to Aarhus, with his family, to es- 
tablish a home. This move occurred six months after the birth 
of Aage, which left him no recollections of Lasland. 

The Jensen family lived on the third floor of a five- 
story, brick apartment building in Aarhus. This floor was 
shared with one other family. Five room comprised the liv- 
ing quarters. There were two bedrooms, living yoon, dining 
room and kitchen. The living room was known as the "fine" 
room, and was used only on special occasions, such as the 
entertaining of guests. In that room was the only upholster- 
ed furniture in the home--five oak chairs and a sofa. A 
round table stood in the center of the room. The ining room 
generally served as the living room, as well. Living as the 
family did on an upper floor, no yard was available. A narrow 
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baleoony, extending from the front of the building, afforded 
the only outside advantage. 

Aage was the third ohild. He had two brothers and two 
sisters. His father was admirably adapted to the handling 


and training of children. He contributed everything possible 


toward the cultivation of a wholesome home atmosphere and an 
enlightened family group. Seldom did he allow an evening to 
pass without reading to the children. He partioularly enjoy- 
ed reading from a Danish magazine to whieh he subscribed. 
Translated the name meant "Home Friend.” Although his own 
children were foremost in his interest and attention, he fre- 
quently read and told stories to other children, especially 
boys, amongst whom, because of his position in the sohool, he 
had a wide scquaintance and influence. His devotion to his 
family was demonstrated when he resigned as president of an 
orphans’ home, a position to which he had been appointed, 
under urging, by the city counoil of Aarhus. His resignation 
came after one year of service because he felt that those of- 
ficial duties were taking too mich time from his home life. 

' Aage's mother gave full support to hie father in all of 
his. worthwhile endeavors to promote the welfare of the home. 
Having been married early, she helped to maintain the home by 
sewing while her husband attended college in preparation for 
his career. She was industrious and sacrificing almost to a 
fauit. She performed many duties about the home rather than 
eall upon the children to assist her. 
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Following the evening mon), the boys usually gave a part 
of their time to drawing and sketehing, while their father 
read the newspapers. The remaining time was given to prepar- 
ing sohool lessons and reading. The mother and sisters devot- 
ed most of their spare time to needle work. 

Aage began going to school when he was seven years old, 
Which was the customary age for Danish children to begin 
their education. While attending school, Aage always wore 
wooden shoes. Leather shoes were worn only on Sunday and on 
Special social ovcasions. In contrast to the one-room school- 
houses of the country districts, he went to a large two-story 
brick building which accommodated seven classes. - ‘The boys 
were grouped in one end of the classroom and the girls in the 
other. In addition to the common subjects taught in the grade 
schools of America, Bible study was a regular part of the cur- 
riculum. The study of religious subjects, however, were limit- 
ed to two days of each week. The study of Danish history and 
the classic myths had the greatest appeal to Aage. His inter- 
est in Bible study came naturally from his father's strong 
religious trend. In fact, his father chose to instruct in 
religious subjects whenever and wherever he had the opportun- 
ity. All of the Jensen family were members of the State-sup- 
ported Lutheran church. 

Aage always carried his own lunch to school in order to 
avoid being classed among the large number of pupils who were 
generally looked upon as being partakers of charity. D4dnners 
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were provided at school without charge for all children whose 
parents’ means were so limited that they were unable to fur- 
nish lunches from the home, or those upon whom it might work 
a hardship. To such pupils was served, on alternating days, 

. lunch at ten o'clock in the morning, and @ more complete 
dinner at one o'clock in the afternoon. Yor the morning lunch, 
the ohildren were usually given a bowl of milk with bread. At 
times, hot oakes were served. On the alternate day, the din- 
ner commonly consisted of an entree of meate-beef or roast 
pork--baked potatoes, gravy and rice pudding. Even though 

the custom of providing food for the children of poor parents 
was traditional, and not indicative of marked social inferior- 
ity, nevertheless, the boy or girl who participated in the 
free meals at achool was generally distinguished from that of 
a self-sustaining family by being referred to a8 one who "eats 
at school.". 

Yor those children who “ate at school", a civic organi- 
zation in the city of Aarhus arranged summer "outings." In 
reality, these outings were no more than opportunities for 
the children to obtain employment, during the sehool vacation 
period, on the farms of outlying districts. The organization 
appealed to farmers, through advertisements, to take two chil- 
dren for the period of the summer vacation. In this manner, 
4t was often made possible for a brother and a sister to re- 
main together. Before the close of each tern, the school au- 
thorities would determine what children would require vacation 
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@lothing. All needy children who applied were furnished 
clothes without cost. Railroad and steamship companies gave 
free transportation. The vacation period began June ist and 
closed July 15th. These vacations were outings in so far as 
they afforded school children a change from their accustomed 
home environments, and opportunities to see more of their own 
country. The rail and boat trips were really thrilling exper- 
iences for the youngsters. 

‘Living in the outskirts of the city, Aage and his com- 
panions were given plenty of room to play in a nearby field 
and in the streets. In the spring and summer, he flew kites 
and played with tops which he made himself. He joined other 
boys and girls in the game of hopscotch. One of his favorite 
pastimes was swimming in a bathhouse constructed over the 
ocean. it was unlike the modern swim tanks. It was just a 
erude structure built around a small area of sea water. For 
more rugged play, he took part in the gang battles between 
groups of boys from his own neighborhood and other sections 


of the eity. The contests were waged with Clubs, stones and 


whatever other weapons of offense were available and effeot- 
ive. Frequently, these engagements resulted in many casual- 
ties and often in serious injuries. 

When a Danish school boy or girl was 11 years 2 al or 
she was given a chance to choose between continuing their com- 


‘ton school course, or attending an institution for special 


training. Because a student entering the latter type of 
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school was required to pay tuition, and meet other expenses, 
the number leaving the free public schools was relatively 
small. — 

Aage decided upon a four-year course in a middle school, 
a8 they were commonly called. In America, the nearest ap- 
proach to these middle sehools are the junior highs. In the 
middle sehool, Aage acquired some knowledge of higher mathe- 
matics through the study of algebra and geometry. The practi- 
oad subjects he pursued at this school best fitted him for 
office work. Upon the completion of his four-year course, he 
was qualified to enter a railroad office or © banking institu- 
tion. For reasons not made clear, however, he had failed to 
take advantage of his academic and technical training up to 
this point (1936) in his career. His future decisions as to 
selecting a vocation were just as inconsistent. | 

Soon after finishing his middle-school course, Aage be- 
came deeply interested in agrioulture. it was a most unusual 
turn of mind to occur in a boy who had been reared in a city, 
and who was wholly without practical knowledge or experience 
in farming. But a farmer he decided to be. When he was 16 
years old, he went to work on a 7H-acre farm, about 20 miles 
from Aarhus, every acre of which was under cultivation. In 
the aprine, he followed the plow and generally prepared the 
land for the planting of barley, oats, rutabagas, sugar beets, 
turnips and mangels. At that time, eight percent of Denmark's 
farm land was given over to the raising of beets. He fed the 
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horses every half hour during the early hours of the night. 
The plan of feeding the horses a little at a time was employ- 
ed to prevent the feed from becoming too wet and soggy. It 
was &n economy measure which reduced loss to a minimum, as 
the horses showed a decided preference for feed that was dry. 

Aage lived in a room next to the horse barn. His quar- 
ters were cold, dreary and depressive. If he remained too 
long in the room when the weather was cold, the cobblestone 
floor chilled his feet. His bed was nothing more than a wood~ 
en bin, filled with straw, over which was laid a mbtress. 
Every single waking hour he was conscious of the rats and mice . 
stirring about in the straw beneath him. He was privileged, 
though, to spend his evening hours in the family living room. 
He earned 150 kroner (337.50) for a year's work. He received 
100 kroner for the spring and summer months, and 50 kroner 
for the winter period. He worked on this farm for three and 
one-half years. 

4age then went to a farm in the Schleswig district. It 
was purely sentiment which prompted him to make this shange. 
Schleswig was a territory which had remained in dispute from 
the close of the war between Denmark and Germany until it was 
awarded to Denmark by the Versailles Treaty. Beoause of the 
historical significance attached to this area, and for no 
other reason, Aage wanted to go there. He found conditions 
in this section quite different from those to the north. ‘The 
farm on which he took up his new employment was chiefly 
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pasture land, and cattle raising was the mJjor farm industry. 
The farm was flat and level, and had been reclaimed from 
marshes. ) 

Aage found a better type of buildings than those on the 
farm at which he had previously worked, but some of the liv- 
ing conditions were not so favorable. The manner in which 
the food was served was anything but appetizing. Potatoes 
were placed on the table in one bowl and gravy in another. 
Bach man was required to dip his potato in the same bowl of 
gravy, which meant that four were compelled to eat from one 
bowl. Meat was put on a separate plat to cut. 

After six years of labor on two farms, Aage came to the 
conclusion that it would be difficult to earn enough money to 
buy a farm of his own. By practicing rigid economy, he had 
saved 700 kroner. His first employer was a friend to his 
father. ‘Through the farmer's advice, Aage was induced to take 
a course at the agricultural college in Copenhagen. He enter- 
ed that school in 1922 for training in the methods of solen- 
tific farming. 

At Copenhagen the students were not required to attend 
all lectures given by the professors, but were permitted to 
follow a course of what was termed "free study." They were 
allowed to select suitable books on agricultural subjects for 
study at home. The students were held responsible, though, 
for any new subjects which might have been introduced during 
the course of lectures. Neglect on their part to attend 
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important leotures was invariably disclosed at examination 
time. During the first year at college, Aage studied chemis~ 
try, zoology, geology, botany and physics. The latter part 
of his course inoluded the study of plant breeding, fertili- 
zation and animal husbandry. He also made frequent exour- 
sions to the Government experiment stations for practical obe 
servation and demonstration. The professors under which Aage 
studied were selected for their posts at Copenhagen on their 
records of outstanding achievement. 

Toward the close of his college career, Aage began to 
lose his desire to actually engage in farming. He aspired 
more to become an instructor or to act in the capacity of a 
government or county agent. His thoughts turned to the Unit~- 
ed States for the realization of that ambition. A professor 
from the West Virginia Agricultural College was instructing 
temporarily at Copenhagen. The professor assured Aage that 
he would assist him in obtaining part-time work at the West 
Virginia sohool in order that he might continue his study 
there. This offer met Aage’s approval. 

He vompleted his course at Copenhagen in May 1924. Ac- 
eompanied by # fellow student, he sailed from Esbjerg for 
London in the middle of July on the first leg of his journey 
to the United States. After three days in London, he left 
Southhampton for New York. 

Aage had heard much about the panoramic skyline of New 
York City, but he was disappointed as the Aquitania approached 
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it from the distance. He joked with his traveling companion 
about the "lowline of America". This illusion was dispelled, 
however, within a few hours after he had landed. No longer 
was there any question as to the magnitude of the metropolis. 
The skyscrapers towered to even greater heights than he had 
expected. 

A fellow eountryman invited Aage and his friend to remain 
with him overnight in the city. The next day his benefactor 
took him to Ooney Island, but he failed to appreciate the 
great and veried amsement center. He had been in a solemn 
mood since his arrival in America. He could not quite under- 
stand how any person, feeling as he did, could plunge him in- 
‘to such a gay and giddy realm as was Coney Island. For the 
time, he had been overcome by America. It seemed to him that 
his anchor had been cast away and that there wes danger of 
his veing engulfed by the strange conditions and situations 
Which faced him. Amerioa moved with a swiftness he had not 
known before. In Demmrk, there had been plenty of time to 

think and plan, end always those ready to counsel him. Now, 
| he was alone to work out his destiny in a strange land. There 
seemed to be no time for his own consideration. When he 
stepped aboard e train to bid adieu to some acquaintances, 

the door slammed in his face before he had completed his fare- 
well, and he was carried to the next station ere he had time 
to realize what had happened. 
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The following day Aage left for West Virginia via Wash- 
ington D. G. During a prief stopover in the capital, he 
visited the Washington monument and several Government admin- 
istrative buildings. He admired the general beauty of the 
eity, but encountered difficulty in keeping out of the way 
of street cars. He had been to find himself, though. And 
America was beginning to appear human, after all. The day 
was Sunday. On his way to Washington D. C., he observed 
many groups of persons pionioking along the river bank. Amer- 
leans aid take time for rest and recreation, he concluded. 

Aage boarded a sleeping car that evening, enroute to 
Morgantown, West Virginia. Awakened early the next morning 
by the roar of the train, he found himself in the mountains. 
Never before had he seen such mountains. He passed coal mines 
and saw enough coal loaded in cars to supply the entire world, 
he believed. The courtesy of the train conductors pleased 
him. When he went in to the dining ear, he was impressed by 
the efficiency of the service. Over night, he had altered 
his opinion of America. There seemed to be somebody always 
at hand to direct his every movement. 

Upon his arrival at Morgantown, Aage called up the pro~- 
fessor to vhom he had been referred. He was sent to a State 
dairy farm, where he was given a comfortable room and inmed- 
dately put to work in a corn field. For the first time, he 
gaw corn growing in a field. He received $0 a month, less 
room and board. 
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With $100 in his pocket, Aage left his job at the West | 
Virginia dairy farm and went to Chicago in October. This 
move was made upon the advice of the professor at Morgantown, 
Who believed that Aage would make better progress in the es~ 
tablished dairy sections of Wisconsin. A Chicago cattle asso- 
clation wrote to an agent in Waukesha County and arranged for 
4age's employment in advance. After four days at a milking 
Job, Aage found the work objectionable, so he returned to Chi- 
cago. From an idea he received while attending a lecture, he 
wrote to the agricultural college at Ames, Iowa, and applied | 
for work with that institution. Their reply offered him no 
assurance. 

in desperation Aage began to thrash about for any kind 
of a job which would support him. He had bought himself new 
elothes and put on @ prosperous appearance. When he entered 
6n employment agency and asked for work on a dairy farm, he 
was told that he did ndét look like a farm laborer, so he was 
- pefused consideration. The agency, however, referred him to 
@ nursery in suburban Highland Park, where he was successful 
in getting work at $50 a month. 

Until this time, Aage and his schoolmate, vho came with 
him from Denmark, had cast their lot together. ‘They had moved 
about, sharing each other's fortune. Finally, the friend was 
 overteken by illness, discouragement and despair gripped hin, 
so he returned to Denmrk, leaving Aage to battle America 
alone. 
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Still hopeful that he might continue his agricultural 
‘training, Aage commmnicated with a school of agriculture at 
St. Paul, Minnesota. He was invited to come there and given 
assurance that moans would be found to provide him with some 
kind of work while he was engaged in study. He spent Christ- 
mas Day in Chicago with a friend whom he had met in Copenhagen. 
from this friend he borrowed $55 and left the next day fer St. 
Paul. He contacted the school professor when he arrived 
there, and part time employment was assigned to him. He rent-' | 
ed a room in the downtown district. 

A4age went through the first semester successfully. He’ 
was highly gratified with hie new duties, which consisted of 
operating milking mehines on a dairy farm. Yor his services, 
he was paid $60 a month, lese the cost of his room and board. 
He was deeply impressed with the high standard of sanitation 
‘maintained throughout the farm and with the volume of milk 
produced. Although he had migrated to America from a country 
noted for its dairying, he had hover before witnessed produc- 
tion on such an enormous seale. 

In midsummer of 1925, Aage formed acquaintances in Minne~ 
apolis with two of his native countrymen. With a Ford auto- 
mobile as their means of transportation, they were making 
plans for immediate departure to San Francisco. Unable to 
withstand their insistent urging, Aage agreed to join them on 
their journey to the Pacific Coast. With many stopovers, the 
trip was made, without mishap, in four weeks. They made many 
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attempts along the way to find work in the harvest flelds, 
but found such jobs very scarce. 

Aage was separated from his two traveling friends within 
& few hours after reaching San Franciseo, because both compan- 
ions obtained carpenter work on the following day. ‘sage ob~ 
tained a job sweeping cars at the Southern Pacific passenger 
terminal in San Francisco. He was paid at the rate of 42¢ an 
hour. One month later, he was transferred to the railroad 
freight sheds at pay of 49¢ an hour. 

in: March 1926, Aage read an account of the Folk High 
Sehool at Solvang, the modern village founded by Danish colo~- 
nists in the Santa Ynez Valley, Santa Barbara County. He be- 
came so intensely interested in this settlement and its por- 
trayed activities that he applied to the railroad vompany for 
& leave of absence for two weeks, despite the fact that he 
had been in the company's employ only a few months. His re- 
quest was granted and he was given a railroad pasa to Solvang. 

The fortnight Aage spent at the village was one of the 
most enjoyable events of his career. The whole atmosphere 
about the place was 80 completely Danish that it seemed to 
him like living in Denmark. Solvang had been established in 
1911. Its establishment was the culmination of the search of 
& professor and two clergymen for an ideal site on which to 
_ Start & colony for men and women of Danish descent; a piace 
where they sould till the soil and promote the common heritage 
from the land of their birth; a place where they might worship 
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in their mother tongue and bring into being a folk high 
school patterned after the folk schools of their native 
country. | 

When Aage returned to San Francisco he fell under the 
influence of two men who were employed as longstoremen on the 
waterfront. Upon learning that the men were earning 96¢ an 
hour, he conceived the notion that he, too, would like to 
earn that amount of money He passed up his job at the rail- 
road freight sheds and centered his efforts on getting work 
at the docks. He soon realized the folly of giving up one 
Job before obtaining another, however. Over a period of two 
months, he succeeded in getting only an occasional day's work. 
His cash on hand was dwindling rapidly. 

After several weeks of frultlesa search for a steady job, 
Aage started out one Sunday morning to attend a Danish church. 
On the way he dropped in at a creamery to ask if another man 
Was needed. Quite to his surprise, he was instructed to re- 
port the following morning for work. He wes assigned to the 
milk-receiving room, and subsequently placed in charge of the 
department. He remained in this position until the creamery 
closed down ten months later. 

In January 1928, Aage entered the agricultural school of 
the University of California, at Davis, to renew his study of 
dairying. As a special student, he was not required to meet 
the rigid qualifications of the regular students. The 
persistent demands of his fellow olasamen that he wear the 
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regulation freshman cap so annoyed hin that he left the school 
two months after his entry. Upon the recommendation of one 
of the school professors, he was engaged by & San Joaquin Val- 
ley rancher to make cheese on contract for the summer season. 
Auge came to Los Angeles in the fall of 1926 and applied 
for a position at the Knudsen Creamery. He was advised that 
his application would be given due consideration when an open- 
ing oceurred in the organization. During the course of his 
interview with Mr. Knudsen, he was asked as to Why he had not 
fulfilled his ambition to become an agrioultural adviser. It 
was apparent to the prospective employer that Aage had devot- 
wi considerable time and effort toward the preparation for 
such & career. Whatever were Mr. Knudsen's conclusions, 
Aage’s application remains in file with his organization. 
While visiting in the home of a friend in Pasadena, Aage 
met « Danish minister, who advised him to Spend two days in 
diligent effort to obtain employment. His first attempt the 


following morning was fruitful. He was hired by a Los Angeles — 


 oreamery to assist in the making of buttermilk. Aage is mak- 
ing buttermilk for the same firm today, just as he has done 
for the past eight years. Although his wages were eut during 
the depression, he is looking forward to an inorease in the 
very near future. 

Aage was married in Pasadena in the summer of 1929. Ke 
had met his wife in Oakland while he was employed in the bay 
district. At the time of their meeting, his wife was employed 
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by & wealthy family in the exclusive Piedmont district. The 
minister who performed the wedding ceremony is now a next~ 
door neighbor to the Jensens. 

Aage lives in a modest but comfortable home in a desir- 
able section of Hast Pasadena. Although he is not the owner 
of his home, he has occupied the same house ever since he was 
married. His wife possesses charm and grace of mamer. She 


Was also born in Denmark, but speaks English exceptionally 


well, with Searcely a trace of foreign accent. There are 
three children in the family--two girls and a boy. The oldest 
child is seven years of age and is an acknowledged leader in 
her classes at school. 

Aage takes an active interest in all Danish affairs in 
Pasadena. He is president of the Danish Young People’s 
Society of Pasadena and district president of the State aS50= 
Giation. He is fond of reading classic literature, especial 


ly Danish books, which predominate in his library eollection. 


He reads thoroughly 811 publications and literature amanating 
from the Folk High School group at Solvang. As often as time 
permits, he plays the violin and flute. He engages in many 
kinds of handicraft--bookbinding, wood carving, water color-~ 
ing and sketching. 

His admiration for the Norwegian Arctic explorer, Nansen, 
borders on idolization. To Aage, Nansen is exemplary. He is 
& Supporter of President Roosevelt, but he believes that the 
New Deal should be expanded or adjusted so as to more nearly 
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approach the Socialistic form of government to be found in 
Demmark. 


If Aage were to criticize America or Americans, his 


‘eritioism would doubtless be directed to, what he believes 


to be, a lack of interest and cooperation on the part of 
Government and individuals in assisting newly-arrived immi- 
grants to more readily aequire a workable knowledge of the. 
English language. His own experience evidently remains fresh 
in his memory. 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY - DANISH 


General, My name in this country is J.. Gustav White. As a 


child in Denmark I was Jens Gustav Hoid, My father had a 
time Ey: his name at a post office after we came to 
America. He translated Hoid to White for the clerks, and 
decided he would have less trouble if he kept it translated. 


I live at 1020 Fairview Ave., Arcadia, California, In Den- 


mark we lived at a small village out of Verde where I was 
6 > 


porn ep bs 120. Vee a, 

»In 1886, when I was five, we came to Iowa and stayed 
six months before removing to Minneapolis, where we stayed 
fires and one-half years. Then we went to. Mississippi for 
three years until 1894. I spent a year in Texas about 1895 


and came to California in 1896, where I have since made my 


home, (“In 1906 and’ 19135 I was in Salt ‘Lake City and Buffalo, 


and in 1916-18 in Germany and England. 

My first work was as devil in a printing office at 
Galveston. Later I was cashboy in San Antonio. After my 
father died in Mississippi and my mother in Texas, I yee 


a student at the Alameda High School and the University of 


California. I began YMCA work. in school, became a V secretary 


at Salt Lake City and have been in that work ever since. Now 


I am director of counseling and employment at the Central YMCA, 


715 S. pone St., Los Angeles, and prolessor of applied 


sociology at Whittier College. 
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I had no Danish heroes in childhood, but might mention 
that the names of the King and Queen impressed me considerably 
because they were the names given to my Sister and myself -- 
Dagmar and Gustav. After ft came to this country I became an 
admirer of Jacob Riis, a Dane who had migrated, and met him. 
- I am an admirer of Grieg -- but he was not a 

Dane. Also I think a great deal of Thorwaldsen the sculptor, 
partly owing to my Danish ancestry, no doubt, as we had two of 
his medallions. 

tn literature I would mention first Dickens and second 
scott. In art, Whistler and Leonardo da Vinci, _in music, Grieg 
and Wagner, As statesmen, Lincoln, ( a long wait) Borah, 
I belong to the Masonic order, Toastmasters, Vocational 


Guidance Association and Automobile club. Before my work took 


me to Whittier so much, I belonged to the Lions' club. 


IH 


have no especial favorite among newspapers -- the near- 
est is the Los Angeles orning News. Among reviews, the 
Readers! Digest. 

I belong to the Methodist church. Celebrate no Danish 
days. My chief holidays are Christmas, Haster, 4th of July 
and Thanksgiving. We retained no folkways. No legends. Our 
family broke up when I was 12 or 13 -- my Sister died too, 
later; we went thru college togather; she was a great pal. 
There was a myth, yes. Crude stories of a bunptious farmer 
on a mountain (I suppose the Danish mountain might have been 
200 feet high). It recounted his exploits of going to town. 


I never learned to read Danish, but spoke it until.my 


mother's death, when I was about twelve; couldn't speak it now. | 
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Would 'nt know over two dozen words. Tried to speak it in 
Aonherieon visits in 1916 and 1926 but couldn't; had ‘to use 
German and English. 

Childhood. Probably we had no superstitions. My father was 
an engineer and a firm believer in Darwinism. He translated 
ee name Thomas Sorensen White. In Denmark he had been owner 
of a erist mill and farm implement store; also something of a 
politician; and an amateur actor. He came across first-class 
because he had some money and pride. We left because he had 
suffered a political reverse. 

My mother, Maria Jensen, had no Occupation put housewife. 
Danish. We belonged to the middle class. Mother's father was 
a land owner and I think Father's father was aviema tt Parmer. 
The village and mill went by the same name. When his political 
reverse came, my father sold the home and mill suddenly. His 
leaving that staid and settled community forever had never 
ceased to be a surprise and a subject of conversation among 
those people who knew him ang Scll) Live there.) On a wisio,s 
met my old nurse and a man still working on the premises after 
oO yearse | 

Mother sang to us, but I don't remember what kind of songs. 
Father was the more musical, He sang and played the violin. My 
ee and i played in the garden and around the shops. Pie 
member the grist mill, that thatched roof, wagons, granary, 
sleds and horses -- but it is hard to differentiate between my 


recollections at the age of five and those impressions which I 


gained on late visits. I played almost altogether with my 
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sister and young aunts under the supervision of a nurse -- no, 


_ under my mother; the nurse wouldn't have done that -- she was 


mostly a maid. 


My father was very much interested in the children. We 


was remembered vividly there, after 55 years, as a former lead- 


ing’ citizen. His leaving after petty differences of. opinion 


had created a sensation. Our family group recreations were 
celebrations of Christmas, trips to grandfather's, and family 
reunions. There was no pre-schooling; we were at home until 
we were sevens 

School. My first school was when I was seven at' Minneapolis. 
I think there must have been twelve rooms. No local heroes 
were taught me there. I remember the Confederate heroes in 
school in Mississippi between the age of nine and twelve. The 
South surely did emphasize the Civil War up to,that date.) = 
don't recollect singing in Minneapolis, but in/Mississippi 
there was much of it -- "Dizie” and national hymms -- "Columbia 
the Gem of the Ocean." 

In Minneapolis I remember the political excitement. My 
father was a democrat and didn't have to change when he moved 
South. There were torchlight parades when Cleveland ran. 
Father took out his first papers but never his second. ime a 
result I had to take out my own. But he voted; no hody pro- 
tested. In the south too-they were so anxious to have white 
votes. He had a noticeable brogue.and made no speeches. Mother 


always stuck to her Danish. 
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America was held up to me as the land of opportunity and 
the place where individual effort was rewarded. 

¥ read Confederate history before I read the Northern. 
Oh, yes, I am sure Southern accounts are prejudiced. I dis- 
covered that before I got thru high school at Alameda, That 
might have conditioned my thinking. Might have given me 
ability to see history from both sides. During the World 
War I saw it from the German side,for a year. It was very 
easy for me to be neutral, altho I was here when it began. 

My outside reading began in the public school period with 
Nick Carter and the like. Before long I ran out of material 
in the village in Mississippi. I was living in a doctor's 
family about the time I finished all of Dickens that I could 
find; then I read most of Scott. 
Community. While I was a child my father was active in singing 
and dramatic entertainments and political meetings in Denmark. 
We attended group meetings and they came to our home. We had 
the first telephone in the neighborhood. I went to church 
with my. mother. My father was called a free thinker and he 
did not attend church so much. There was no library in the 
village. 


Later in America. My first ambition that I can recollect was 


to be a steamboat captain on the Mississippi. Afterward I wished 


to become acarpenter, a builder -- and that still is my hobby. 
I wanted to be a newspaper man, and in fact did work part of 


my way thru college as a reporter. At the university I became 


a YMCA secretary, and for two'years. was president of the college 
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Ny first impression? I got lost in Battery Park, New 
York, and it seemed like a. huge place. I saw the Statue of 
Liberty light up; saw elevated trains; and remember the 
difficulty in talking a new language. On the way over I was 
very seasick. The water was rough and I. slid around the deck, 
| When I married, my wife, whose family had come to America 
in 1630, lost her citizenship -- but she didn't know it. Later 


I helped to close up a saloon in San Francisco. The San 


Francisco Examiner ran a front page story about it, maintaining . 


that citizens: alone: should have the right to become active in 


public affairs and close: saloons. After that,my sister, who 
had married an American and had thereby become a citizen, took 
great delight in signing an affidavit that she thought I would 
make a good American. By the same act she helped to make my 
wife, a descendant of the Mayflower, so to speak, a citizen. 

We have no children. Take forne vren paneee: belong to 
no Danish clubs. 

My father benefited me by coming across, oh yes. After I 
had been away 35 years, I met my cousin over there, 17 years 
old, living on a skimpy farm -- don't see how they could praise 
enough to keep themselves alive. The same old thatched house. 
Monotony and drudgery. Yes, I will admit that he ‘didn't,/have 
‘my father. I would probably have gone from the local school 
to Copenhagen University. 

My father found advancement here. He became a mill owner 
in Mississippi. During the panic of 1895 he became involved 


/ financially and lost his property. Then he Pecame chief 
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engineer for a string of cotton gins. But my parents both 
g & & o 


died young -- too young. 


I, could not have done in Denmark what I have done here. 


I could not have gone thru school and got started as I did 


here. While I was at Berkeley I took part in all the activities. 


I was editor of the Daily Californian, belonged to a fraternity, 
edited the president's Bulletin three years, had a part in many 
Baas vena, earned most of my way and achieved A's and B's in 
my studies. Between high school and college I took a trip to 
Honolulu. 

I studied one year of post graduate at California; a 
semester at Columbia and U. 5S. a and a little at King's Col- 
lege of London University. 

Comment on the Horegoing. Mr. White's arrival at the aze of 
five, together with the death of both parents in his early 
youth, caused him to feel little Danish influence and to see 
America more steadily than many who are born here. His.parenits 
were not of the usual immigrant type and from birth ‘he had the 


attitude of one who could look the world's best in the face 


and expect to claim it-as his. in naming his heroes, he 


selected but two -- the first two names which came to his mind. 
He feels a little sad for the Southern people, particularly 
because they cannot forget the Civil War. He made no mention 
of Negroes. But his life work and channels of thought have 
endeared the international idea to him, and he has taken much 


interest in the International Houses established by use of 
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Rockefeller donations. While he made no comment detailing 


his father's political ideas, he feels that his father, was 
only a "sort of politician" in a small way. Doubts that his 
father was warranted in emigrating but believes it was good 


for them all. It seemed not to have occurred to him that his 


father's money and profession could have made him anything in 


Denmark beyond what his relatives were seen to be 35 years 
later... He is a very genteel person; a humanitarian; with slow 
movements and calm nerves; and a loving disposition. He seem- 
ed to believe that Battery Park had been reduced in size since 
his childhood. His success without funds at the university 
bespeaks considerable intellectual ability, as well as popular- 
ity. His admiration for Borah and reading of the Daily News 


intimates a liberal view politics. 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY - DANISH 
Christian Sandahl 

Christian S-- was born in the rural environs of Copen- 
hagen, Denmark, on August 3, 1863. His parents were of the 
frugal peasantry. His father died five months before his 
birth, leaving him to the Sole guardianship of a devout 
Christian mother. 

Because of the dire economic circumstances pereuey, 
which his mother had been compelled to struggle, Gartetion 
was hired out as a farm hand at the age of nine. On the 
farm he performed such daily light chores as watering stock 
and cleaning stables. 

There was a wisp of misgiving in his voice when he ex- 
plained that it was the custom in his native country for the 
women to do the heavier work--cultivate the fields, spread 
manure over the land and harvest the crops. 

"When I came to America,” he said, "and saw in what 
Comparative ease the women here live, I became deeply sympa- 
thetic with the women folk of my own country. America 
taught me how unjust it was to have women do hard, outside 
labor. Why, they even came in after long hours in the 
fields and cooked meals and milkea the cows while the men 
folk enjoyed leisure." 

"But I'm thankful that its different now," he added, 
"The women no longer work so hard," 


Christian was permitted to attend School during the 
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Winter. Through the summer he pastured cows in the meadow 
lands. At the age of fifteen his duties became more ardu- 
ous and he took on greater responsibility. He was given a 
gold-plated watch by his landlord as compensation for his 
past five years of service. 

Upon reaching his majority, Christian became subject 
to draft for military training, as were all Danish youth at 
the age of 21. He was numbered so high, however, that he 
was privileged to attend high school during the year which 
elapsed between being drawn for service and being called for 
duty. 

At the completion of eleven months of military service, 
Christian took unto himself a young Danish bride. It was 
evident that the newly acquired Spouse had vision beyond 
that of her staid husband. The marriage nuptials had scarce- 
ly been completed when she made it known that America, land- 
of liberty and golden opportunity, beckoned to them both. 

She warned her cherished Christian against risking his future 
midst the doldrums of his native heath. 

-Early that spring the hopeful couple boarded a train 
for Hamburg, Germany, the first leg of their journey towara 
the "promised land." 

"When you land in New York--was your conception of Amer- 
ica, aS Seen through the eyes of the great metropolis, in 
any way altered--and what was your impression?" Christian 


was asked. 
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"I had no impressions or reactions," he answered. "I 
was just dumb and bewildered. I was beseiged from all sides 
by Jewish Shopkeepers who appeared to want to literally 
Strip my clothes from me." 

The bright lights of New York's Broadway failed to hold 
Christian in the big city. He moveé southward and obtained 
employment as a carpenter in Ashville, North Carolina. True 
to the traditional industry of his native Denmark, he estab- 
lished, at the same time, a small dairy business. Unfamiliar 
with American business methods, and lacking in capital, this 
venture proved unprofitable to him. 

Eighteen months later he crossed the continent to try 
his fortune in the Pacific Northwest. His knowledge of car~« 
pentry and his ability to make minor repairs enabled him to 
Secure a job in one of Seattle's buildings. Subsequently he 
was made building superintendent and remained in that posi- 
tion for the next 30 years. 

From the time of his arrival in America, Christian tad 
head no other thought but to pecemrene bona fide American citi- 
zene For ,several years, however, he delayed making formal 
application for citizenship. In 1896 he attended a politi- 
cal meeting in Seattle, which was addressed by the late Wil- 
liem Jennings Bryan. He was thrilled and dpapt retary the 
militant Speech of the Great Commoner. Here was a crusader, 
he believed, in a cause which was close to his heart--ad- 


vancement and protection for the common man. “If America 
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has such men,” he told himself, "I want to become an Ameri- 
can now.” This distinction was granted him in due process 
of time. 

The feme of Southern California lured Christian to Los 
Angeles in 1924. A few weeks were spent in looking about 
for a suitable place in which to establish a permanent home. 
The appeal of the countryside in preference to the city al- 
ways dominated him. Finally he settled down and bought a 
home in the foothill community of Sierra Madre, where he 
Still lives. A spacious yard about a modest, comfortable 
cottage affords him ample room to raise enough fruit, vege- 
tables and poultry to supply the needs of his household. 

Christian is a thoroughly Americanized citizen. He 
revels in the democratic spirit which permeates the govern~ 
ment and institutions of America. Still, he feels that 
there is room for much improvement. He believes that the 
Townsend Plan offers the most practical remedy for the ills 
which have of late beset our economic structure. One of the 
most prized items in his collection of personal treasures is 
a certificate of appreciation, signed by Franklin D. Roose- 
velt while he was Assistant Secretary of the Navy, issued to 
him in recognition of his contribution of a set of spy glass- 
eS for use in the Navy during the World War. 

Another document he displayed with a show of pride was 
a patent issued to his wife, Anna Maria Aaes, in 1914 by the 


United States Government for a string of silver beads. They 
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are designed in the form of a zodiacal rosary. Tiny silver 
disc plates, arranged at intervals along the string, are in- 
scribed with the signs of the zodiac. 

The satisfaction expressed by Christian for having 
these documents within his possession indicated forcibly his 
fealty for all things American, as did his recounting the 
fact that he was responsible for cutting and testing all 
moldings placed on airplanes constructed for training pur- 
poses during the war. 

Christian is genuinely interested in politics, art and 
music. The miniature paintings of Ella Shepherd Bush, an 
artist of international repute living in his own community, 
he approved with wholehearted admiration. 

"T never miss a radio broadcast of & Philharmonic or- 
chestra concert if it is possible for me to listen in,” he 
said, “especially those conducted by Alfred Hertz." 

That Christian has not wholly divorced himself from the 
influences of his native Denmark was clearly emphasized when 
asked, "What kind of stories do you like to read?" His eyes 
brightened with wholesome amusement. "Wait,” he said. "Will 
you read for yourself? Then you will know the stories I 
like.” 

He offered apology and left the room. In a moment he 
eame back with a recent copy of Den Danske Pioneer, a Danish 
newspaper published in the United States. He placed the 


sheet before me and I read; 
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"Have you heard a rosebush speak? 

Followed the trail of the snail? 

Can you understand the gossip and chuckling of the 
barnyard? 

Do you know what e starched collar thinks when the hot 
iron Sizzles over the surface? 

I do, for last night I spent a few hours at the Bee- 
thoven's Hall and I laughed as I have not laughed since the 
beginning of the war at the gossip of a lot of old hens-- 

Hens that you and me know--have not--if you know your 
Andersen's Fables--or if you havestudied your own friends." 

The Danish actor Jacob Texiere was speaking. 

I turned to Christian. He seemed to still be musing in 
the thought of Hans Christian Andersen's Fairy Tales. 

"Yes," he smiled, “he was always my favorite.” 

Several lines scribbled on a piece of paper laying on 
the table suggested the religious sentiment of Mary Baker 
Eddy.e QueStioned as to whether he was interested in Chris- 
tian Science, he replied: 

“y belong to no church. But I think the philosophy of 
Christian Science is very beautiful.” 

To the multitudes who have experienced the devastating 
effects of the period from which the country is emerging, 
Christian is no exception. During the interview he had not 
made even Slight reference to the depression. So the observ- 
er, anxious to know what the result had been upon his economic 


Status, put to him the question: 
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"Did you suffer from the depression? 

Christian sobered. | 

"Oh, yes,” he answered gravely. "But not often do I 
Speak of that. So many others have suffered, too. While I 
lived in Seattle I saved enough from my earnings to buy some 
real estate--several residence lots. If I could sell that 
property now, at all, I would not get snough to pay for the 
taxes. The Same goes for my place here. Then, too, I have 
Scarcely earned a dime from carpenter work for the past 
three years." 

One can not sit with Christian and listen and observe 
while he rambles through his career in America, without con- 
cluding that he is of the type which contributes substant- 
ially toward the upbuilding of clean, sound American citizen- 
Ship. Whatever grievance he may justly hold against our 
social and political structure he obscures in an attitude of 
enviable tolerance toward these institutions. He supplants 
harsh criticism by expressing the hope that a still more en- 
lightened and democratic government will evolve from our 
present system. 

The sense of loss and loneliness which entered into his 
life at the passing of his wife in 1930 has apparently fail- 
ed to dim his interest and faith in the world about him. He 
brought forth several photographs of his departed life com- 


panion. With tender reverence he wiped the dust from each ’ 
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picture as he handed them to me in turn. Suppressed emotion 
was in his voice as he passed the tribute: 

"She was a learned woman--a cultured woman--a noble 
and beautiful character." 

But through moist eyes he smiled serenely his faith 
in God and humanity. 

"Denmark has many beautiful places. And, of course, 
I still have friends and relatives there,” he said finally. 
"If it were possible to visit them again, I would enjoy 
doing it. If not, I shall be content here. America is 


plenty good enough for me." 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY - DANISH 
(History of Niels Nielsen) 

Niels Nielsen was born in 1969, on the island of Fyen, 
one of several which are parts of Denmark. In fact, except 
for the peninsula of Jutland, Denmark is all islands. WNiels 
was reared in a farming district. The farm which his father 
leased was one which were called "small heldings.") Untill he 
left Denmark as a young man, he knew no other occupation ex- 
cept farm work. 

‘His father's farm was relatively small, no more than 
five or six acres, His parents were poor peasants, unable to 
acquire or maintain a larger tract. The farm was leased from, 
and the rent was paid annually, to a lord, who was the holder 
of an estate of thousands of acres. Huge grants of land had 
been made to the nobility in consideration for certain military 
obligations performed, But the Crown had made a sustained 
effort, through generations, to protect the right of peasants 
to their land against absorption by the large estates, and to 
safeguard them against attacks upon them as a class or as in- 
dividuals. 

The land was generally sublet by the lords, in lesser 
tracts, to tenants known as gaardmand. And finally, in small 
several acre plots, sub-leased to the peasants. Groups of 
farms into which the lords! estates were divided were know as 
districts of communes. Each district was provided with a 
doctor, a mid-wife and a minister, A doctor or midwife was 
furnished a house with rent free, Although the Lutheran church 


was practically a State institution, be Rae het a district was 
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Edit. OR 


desirous of having a chapel unto itself, and lord wouldfre- 
quently provide for it and pay the minister. 

The farm on which Niels spent his boyhood and labored was 
part of such an estate. His father was a husmand, as were all 
tenants who had small holdings. The lord from which his father 
rented was a genial elderly man, who lived in a fine ola castle, 
built back in the fourteenth century of brick and stone. The 
lord had his staff of assistants and henchmen to whom were 
assigned specific duties toward the maintenance of the estate. 
Farmers of the district sero at epee vod business direct with 
the lord. All financial matters, such as collecting land rents, 
were taken care of by a deen etaey or overseer. Included in the 
castle estate were two hundred acres of wooded land. Fach year, 
a number of the trees were hewn down, then cut up into wood, 
and sold to the land tenants who did not have peat beds on their 
farms. 

It was not necessary for Niels' father to buy wood. Enough 
peat was taken from his own peat. bog each summer to supply the 
household with cheap fuel for the entire year. The farmers 
usually employed the exchange of labor, or "ping" method of 
gathering the peat. A group of farmers would move from farm 
to farm and harvest the year's supply of peat on each farm re- 
presented by the group. By this system, no farmer was compelled 
to pay Tor help, ‘but exchanged his own services for those of his 
neighbors. The first step in gathering peat was to pump the 
water from the pit. On some farms, as many as fourteen wind- 
mills were used to drain out the water. Then earth was thrown 


into the pit, after which the workers would mix the earth and 
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remaining water around with their bare oak. This mixture 
was pitched out of the pit with shovels, then moulded into 
forms the size and shape of bricks. After the bricks had been 
left on edge for a few hours to dry out somewhat, they were 
hauled to 4 drying field on sleds or wheelbarrows. Here they 
were stacked in tiers so that the air could circulate for final 
drying. Often peat was sold to farmers who had no bogs of their 
OwnNe 

‘The buildings on the Nielsen farm were arranged in the 
shape of a U, grouped closely together, as was customary on 
most Danish farms, The living house was a rectangular four 
room structure, made of clay and heavy oak timbers, The oak 
timbers were placed in the walls at intervals of about eight 
feet, and extended from the go dura bab to the roof, Between 
the timbers was the clay material, giving the walls somewhat 


the appearance of being paneled. The straw roof was durable 


enough to withstand the elements mi 20 sitet On either side 


of the house were two sets of French windows. Just through the 
door entrance was a small hall where members of the family and 
callers cleaned off their shoes and hung their coats. To the 
left was a room where the baking and washing was done and beer 
was made. tri tilts huge brick oven enough bread would be baked 
at one time to last for two months. 

On these periodic baking occasions, those neighbors who 
were without baking facilities would bring in their ground rye 
and white flour to have it baked into bread, The bakings were 
largely of pumpernickel, with a limited amount of white bread ° 


to be eaten on special occasions, When baking time came around, 


the brick oven would be heated through thoroughly. Then the 
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hot coals were removed and the bread put in to be baked by 

the heat which remained for many hours. 

Beer was made twice yearly. Hops were ground, and malt 
was prepared by sprouting barley in water. The barley was pre- 
viously dired by spreading on metal sheets. These were placed 
over iron rods in a chimney used for smoking meat in the fall. 
Two kinds of beer were made -=- a light beer for immediate con- 
sumption, and a stronger beer which was stored away until har- 
vest time. 

One large room served as living room, dining room, and 
sleeping quarters. There was a fireplace in this room, with 
hooks hanging from overhead on which were hung pots and kettles. 
The beds were built out from the wall, three on either side of 
the room. A curtain shut off the beds from the remainder of the 
room. The beds were nothing more than wooden bins, filled with 
straw, over which were laid feather mattresses. And the mice 
-serambled about in the Nielsen veds, just as they did in the 
beds of many other Danish farm families. 

In the yard about the house grew a variety of fruit trees-- 
‘apples, pears and cherries. Two milch cows and about six pigs 
were kept on the place. A small plot was plbited to flowers, 
and enough vegetables were erown to supply the family table. 

Every foot of the farm had to be put to some use in order 
to provide sufficient food for the family of six, for Niels and 
two sisters and a brother. The land was sown each year to rye, 


oats, barley and clover. Each spring the land was plowed and 


cultivated by the gaardman, who really was in control of the 
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land. The small holders could not afford to have the necessary 
implements for working the land. The small folder would repay 
the gaardmand in labor for plowing the land, and for doing what- 
ever other work required the use of implements, that is, larger 
PAST ovens: 

Even by the careful utilization of all bhe farm land, it 
was quite impossible to meet the needs of all the family from 
what the farm produced. Aside from food, Niels, and the others, | 
had .to have clothes and shoes and the rent had to be paid prompt- | 
ly each year. There was not enough land to prodtce much for 
sale. While they called the five or six acres a farm, it was 
really a home in town. So Niels! father turned to various | 
things to help make ends meet. Each season he did the slaught- | 
ering and butchering for ten or twelve farmers in his immediate 
district. He was a good weaver of ee and fancy wool. So. he 
wove cloth, and was paid so much a ie bio it. He used a room 


in one of the farm buildings, which formed the U, for a work 


shope Because of his several occupations, he mingled a great 
deal among the families of his communities, He enjoyed their 
association, as well as the gilda polse (sausage dinners) with 
which they would serve him when he wR Ih od 

Niels and his father went fishing very often, almost daily | 
in the summertime, when Niels was out of school. And there was 
seldom a breakfast without fish in the Nielson ‘home. All the 
Danish waters; the fiords, the coastal waters, the Baltic, the 
Cattegat, the Skagerrak,& the eastern part of the North Sea 


are comparatively shallow. The bottom, which mostly consists 
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of sand or silt flats, slopes gradually from the shore to a 
depth of 50 or 80 metres, Greater depths are of rare occur- 
ence and are only found in isolated localities, like the 
Skagerrak. The tide is highest on the North Sea coast, but 
even here it only amounts to from 1 to 1.5 metres in the east- 
er parts of Denmark and decreases with the distance from the 
open sea. As a natural consequence, the Danish fishing indus- 
try has come to take the form of both coast fishing and deep 
sea fishing, and is conducted with seines and drifting nets or 
with stationary equipment, such as hooks, stake-nets and traps. 
Niels went fishing Along the coast for cod, plaice, eels, her-~ 
rings and mackeral, but it was mostly cod which he caught. He 
fished with hook and line from a small boat, for there were not 
many nets used in his locality on account of the rough water. 
Frequently he saw as many as 100 and 150 hooks cast from one 
stationary line along the shore. But nearly everybody caught 
their own supply, so there was very little income to be had 
from the sale of fish. A bundle of five or six large, plump 
cod would sell for as little as 6¢. On the days when no one 
in the Nielsen family went fishing, several cents would buy a 
day's supply from the peddlers who went from house to house and 
farm to farm. 

Niels! mother was a kind, hard working woman. By the time 
she had done the baking, washing and milking, there was little 
time left for recreation or social relaxation. She could not 
Sing well, but Niels remembers the effort she often made, when 


he was a little boy, to sing religious hymns or to hum the 


lullabies of his cradle days. Nor has he forgotten the scoldings 


he got from his mother whenever he stole away from his duty of 


‘Dre wagon ot) earrort hore teow uly aro tba arid a ae 


gint Fletch ve 4 SEsaier sare holpowt et f cba» in “say side beter 


> geocive  obain ned0 ota AS vito ost etod 


1 ah eae passeh, vt 0 acini muh Le a 


| 
¥ 


| apertptoon oid, novvoyaot, od asd oh | 


A) Os eons Pree Aone yhbaue 


etud99 ty Hay Ro aus. ‘a ord nosBens 


; 


aris othe apes ot Dada oak: bodatont a bow tno 


fy pint ay 


Ht, SaBos ROA citron gris Ho toed! ek a ne a 


¥ 


~inse edd wt aouden Ge ad ‘4 kato od asc % 


add gunk soretats ote ere noausi gon ba B euusiont a Heh ate 
‘ t “ his “ 


oMsrortk penlteta Bt beat ah | aoean Becton este 6 an a BOE ago) hae 


Dies 
i 


Gao Wire cork bebe th ya Os ATO» hO nia ki vol ‘eal a i ‘DY | Bal ee he 


So Adare sigkr Phen: Oi jacelon oh deta hawt: arbi 0, at bate BME. tied i GOR 


a 
% 


ehonid Doo atedsgiiade _ aMoog. ae Thon aan tp wemaghiaes. kdb 


ayo ~Ahaol ookafin . boo Sok Gama elie anos “pili ee ney atoui 


Q sortie Od ido febe Bos wi raor baw we sent farosisaut best, oon 


hort ano ortett not. taod ame a mont: antl re Rec <0. bw hove Tf 


ber ‘ne 


“i 


a teehee nia, esth) he: S/Go oak re RE taooe niet be Heats ay 
eo men) than aoa Ooh dain chs na iad ae wee eit iEtaaper 


hive wbodeo we AERO oe UD os GO te ois gnole orkt Gragotiate, 4% 


baked at esmomh edit Bf Saline ea ewe robs OB: ve qe dew bod 
quatthanl cy We! te rl Ma aL aye AT Ta Ae RE asta ts io Loa, oly nora 2 “e ~ 


Pipe) hak Ao 
' a cy ‘sty oh sh ae t ie ’ 
ano. On horhr avab Oo oth) AWG | aoe Ot te aA ‘sok. Loe ‘pba, 1 Sa iv 


S.wird BESO Bu aoo Aino ok eter . Bed Geb su noatogl 


y lf t te, Ti, 

’ oa u. Ea a ey ian 
\ 4a ge f 

4 


ey 


/ ee 
i UM aay vit De ; 


ofdd tt aa Propil. diy Pye Oe bre gétdan sd sig 


ti 


fort Bivos wtf HB ‘ sfiondens tor Sake Oe ne 0 2 bitaot 


¢ BI Pk 
’ { a a ie 
Wri. ae ie 


¥ an 


nat 


} hy™ 
ib 
dah ae Rr de M13 


Black-11/27/36 | Racial Minorities Survey - 
Edit.Love-12/3/36 © Danish . 


rocking the baby to seek pastimes more to his liking, and more 
than once he had the rod applied to him. on many nights during 
the winter months the family would gather about the tallow can- 
dle to tell stories and read fairy tales, It was not until | 
1880 that the candle was supplemted by a kerosene lamp. When 
Niels made a recent visit to his old home in Denmark, he brought 
back with him the same lamp which had been the pride of the | 
living room for more than a generation. It is an attractive 
lamp, with a high ornamental stand of silver. The white shade ! 
throws forth a warm glow of light, which must have been a de- | 
cided improvement over the old tallow candle, | 
Niels began going to the elementary school at the customary | 
age of seven and Want tnded until he was fourteen, at which time 
he was confirmed. As the public schools were more opitegs under 
‘the jurisdiction of the State -- Supported Lutheran church, con- | 
firmation came in regular me when a boy or girl completed the 
elementary grades. Niels was required to do all of hig study- 
ing at home, which meant that all of his evenings, with the ex- 
ception of Sunday, were devoted to school wrk. His study 
amounted to practically memorizing the lessons which were assign- 
ed to HA for the following day. A certain amount of his time 
in school each day was given over to reciting Bible lessons and 
the catechism. There were two classrooms in the schoolhouse he 
attended, one being occupied by the larger boys and girls, the 
other by the smaller ones. The pupils sat on long benches at 
‘desks which extended almost the width of the room, 
Niels was amusingly interested when he told of some of the 


pranks which the boys played at school. One in particular 
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concerned the time when the schoolmaster preceded his retire- 
ment from the room for a few minutes with instructions for no 
onw in the: class to Leave the room during his absence. Not 
fully confident that his instructions would be complied with, 
the school master waited in the hall, just outside the door, 
for development. Niels, wholly unaware of the trap which | 
awaited him, was the first to disregard the order and take his 
leave. As he came through the door, the schoolmaster seized 
him by the coat collar and made: ready to put. a bamboo rod into 
action. But Niels'mind worked>rapidly. While he was being 
placed in a position for chastisement, he managed to draw from 
his pocket a large jackknife, which he mostly eee? for trimming 
fish, and bared the blade. When the first blow from the school- 
master's rod descended upon him, Niels protected the spot, where 
the rod was Pevonasd to contact, with the open knife. The rod 
was almost cut in two when it struck the blade. When the mas- 
ter drew back to strike again, the dangling end of the stick 
snapped gue and struck him full in the face. All of which 
indicates that boys are boys the world over. 

The festivities which marked the celebration of Christmas 
and the New Year were the outstanding events of the year in 
the Nielsen household. Elaborate preparations were made for 
the Yuletide season. ‘The farm home was given a general over- 
hauling from one end to the other. The cow stable, located 
only a few feet from the living quarters, was given an extra 
scrubbing and cleansing, although the stable was cleaned thor-~ 
oughly twice a day through the year. All the tools and imple- 


ments in the shed were cleaned and brightened, and arranged 
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in order. Jt was an old belief that if this were not done, 
the devil would appear and write on them messages of evil 
fopetentees 

On Christmas day, the spirit of the occasion was made 
manifest to every living thing on the farm. The dog was re- 
membered with a nice juicy bone; the cows were given an extra 
fork of hay, and the horses an extra handful of oats. Grain 
was scattered liberally to the birds. But the day of the New 
Year was Niels! favorite holiday, for it afforded him more 
a eanechalyy New Year's Eve, Boys and girls cemebrated by 
hammering tin cans against the doors of neighbors, while the 
men rattled windows by firing off shot-guns. 


From time to time, while he lived at home, Niels contrib- 


uted to his own support by working on neighboring farms for 

short periods. When he was 11 years old he got a job watering 
cows on a farm about ten minutes walk from his home, Aside 
from his board, he managed to earn a few clothes while he worked 
there, After he had finished school he went to ach pe a reg-= | 


ular farm hand, working for a gaardmand, who operated a large 


farm, The first year he received only his board. The next 


year he was paid 20 kroner for the six month crop season, When 
he wasl9, he was earning 80 kroner during the busy season. He 
found the living conditions very poor at this place. But, un- 
accustomed to anything greatly different, he stayed through 
until he was 20. 

Niels had no furnished room provided him, ho he slept in 
a shed on the floor. He made his bed of whatever sacks and 
ragged discarded blankets he could scrape Hepotnan. During 


the cold weather he never removed his clothing at night, except 
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his shoes. 

At meal time he sat at a long board table on a bench. 

3 They were seated in the order of their position off the farm. | 
The gaardmand always sat at the head of the table. Next to 

him came the first hired man, then the boy, which was Niels. 

The two hired girls stood while they ate their meals. The prin- 
cipal item of food was a porridge made of hulled barley. In | 
the center of the mush was placed a quantity of butter. At 

the side of the bowl of porridge was a bowl of beer. Each per- 
son at the table would first dip their spoon in the mush, then 
in the beer. For dessert Niels had pork and black bread. The 
bread was eaten Brees it had been dipped in the pork grease. 
Each fnasaiauet always used the same spoon. The spoons were al- 
ways arranged in order in a rack at the side of the room. For 
supper, Niels had cold mush. His breakfast usually consisted 

of beer, bread and fish.: 

After Niels had reached 20, he went to an army camp for 
his period of training. hi thenen one year was the compulsory 
training period, he remained in the army for 18 hones He cde- 
cided to stay the extra six months after he had earned a non- 
commissioned officer's post. 


Niels had quite made up his mind to come to America when 


10" 


he had left the army. One of his sisters was living in Milwaukee. 


He had heard much of the country through corresponding with her. 
Immediately upon his discharge from the army he went home for 
his clothes, then sailed from Hamburg, Germany, for America via 
Havre, France. After 17 days aboard ship he landed in New 


York, but he had little opportunity to see the city due to the 
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speed with which he was transferred to the railroad station, 
where he boarded a train for Chicago, During the two hours he 
spent in Chicago he was Teese most with the strange look- 
‘ing cable cars. It was difficult for him to understand how 
the cars could move along the street without the assistance 

of horses. 

Niels had been with his sister in Milwaukee only eee days 
when he got a job on a dairy farm just outside of the city. 
When he went to work the first day he was disappointed at hav- 
ing Pua water to drink, He missed the beer to which he had t 


become accustomed in Denmark. His inability to speak English 


made the going tough for him, at first. The first task to 
which he was assigned was the replacing of some rail fencing 
with wire. He got through with that job in good shape. ‘The | 
next day the foreman pointed out some more rail fencing on 
the opposite side of the field, and told Niels to go over and 
repair it. Niels, however, did not comprehend his instructions. 
Before it was discovered, he had'taken down a quarter of a 
mile of fence, when the foreman only inbended that it shouid 
be patched up. After ee he made rapid progress in English 
through assistance given him by an,old,soldier. Niels arose 
at 3:30 every morning, and worked seven days a week. He was 
paid 25 dollars a month. 

After two years on the dairy farm, Niels went to North 
Dakota, where he worked in the harvest fields for one summer. 
Then to Minnesota for two seasons in a logging camp. When he 
returned to Milwaukee, he got a job as coachman for the Schlitz 


Brewing Company. From 1905 until 19l8ehe ‘did chauffering in 
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Milwaukee, earning, at times, as much as two hundred dollars 
per month, He then ventured into a partnership in a garage. 
In 1928 he sold his interest in the business to his partner's 
son-in-law, and came to California. | 

Through a winter and spring, Niels worked as a mechanic 
in a garage in Alhambra, He then acquired an interest in the 
Stewart Egg Exchange at Arcadia. He entered into the business 
with two other partners, one of whom he had eacenin Milwaukee. 
The business was hard pressed during the depression but was 
recently reorganized. It is now going along under the sole 
ownership of Niels and his Milwukee friend. They are both | 
making a good living from the business, 

While attending a Danish church in Los Angeles, Niels 
became acquainted with the organist of the church. Follow- 
ine ’a brief ‘courtship, they tone married in the same church 
in 1950. For the first nine months they made their home in 
Alhambra, but a year later Niels bought an attractive home in 
Arcadia, in which he now resides, His. wife was a native of 
Denmark, having been reared in Copenhagen. 

Last year, Niels and his wife made a visit to his old 
home in Denmark, where one of his sisters still lives. He 
found the external appearance of the village very much as it 
was when he lived there, though, inside, the homes are greatly 
improved. He noted a decided improvement in the living con- 
ditions of the people, as well. The women no longer are re- 
quired to work so hard. Brewing and baking are quite generai- 
ly a thing of the past. Most of the bread and beer is bought 


at stores. A peculiar thrill came -to Niels when he discovered 
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Interview with Niels Rassmussen: 


The west wind blows endlessly across the little island | 
of Fano, just off the west coast of Denmark. It sends little i 
chill clouds scudding across the sky in the summer. It 1) 
Birt arecenn howls during the long winter months, whirling NV 
the sand into fantastic shapes, pending me tops of the nik 
serubby trees, hurling its fury against tiny farm houses 
set in little farms. i ) 

TH ene of these farm houses, 53 years ago, another baby i 
arrived in the Rassmussen family. The good pastor in near . ( 
by Nordby was named Niels, and the little boy was named after 1 
him, 

The Rassmussen home was typical of this part of Denmark. I 
House, barn, and other buildings were built close to each 
other, and formed two sides of an enclosed square, the other ad 
Sides being fenced, with bushes and trees planted close to 
serve as a wind break. | ia 

The Rassmussens were both fishermen and farmers. During 

\ the fishing season, the father and older boys went out ina | , 

boat owned by several neighbors, while the mother and younger | 
children took care of three cows and garden. In the winter 
rhere was little fishing, and the cattle were kept mostly in i ff 


the barn, which could be reached directly from the house 
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through a short enclosed passageway. The long winter evenings 
were spent around a sheet iron stove--fuel was too scarce for 
an open fireplace. Neighbors dropped in for cakes, ale, and 
conversation. An older brother had a fiddle, and there was 
music, singing, and story telling. 

Mr. Rassmussen remembers that his mother always wore a 
colored handkerchief tied tightly around her head, and a 
full, wide skirt. She read many of the fairy tales of Hans 
Christian Andersen to the younger children, and told them 
stories about her own childhood. His father had little to 
say to the children, but was always good natured. He wore a 
black suit, with a short cman and a colored woolen muffler 
with tassels. | | 

Soon little Niels was big enough to go to school. He 
thinks he was about 7 years old at this time. The school was 
in Nordby, a walk of about a mile from his home. Two children 
sat on a bench before a double desk, and there were about 20 
or 30 students in each class. A good deal of the instruction 
in this school consisted of lectures by the teacher. While 
he only attended school until he was about 14 years old, and 
in the mornings only, a wide variety of subjects was covered. 
He learned something of history, not only of Denmark but of 
the world. There were talks on science, politics, and litera- 
ture. There were courses in German and “nglish. Also each 
week he had regular religious instruction. The only singing 


was hymns at the time of religious instruction. Scandinavian 
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sagas and mythology were learned in connection with his 
studies in Danish literature. 

There was no supervised play, but the school had a large 
paved yard, and the children played here before and after 
school. ‘ometimes in the summer they played in the sand on 
the beach. It was always a thrill to meet his father's boat 
when the fishermen came in, and learn what success they had. 

No small part of his education consisted of frequent public 
lectures given at the school, which were attended by the 
adult population of the community. These seem to have been a 
sort of Chautauqua, at which lectures, sometimes illustrated 
with stereoptican slides, were given on all sorts of cultural 
subjects. 

Christmas was the holiday which meant most to the boy. 
Preparation for the holiday season began early in Déc duber: 
Quantities of beer were brewed, and as the day approached his 
-mother was busily engaged in baking all kinds of cakes and 
cookies. Even the livestock were given double rations on 
Christmas day, and. erain was scattered for the birds. Candles 
flickered at each window, and a huge Christmas tree drooped 
under the weight of candies, cakes, gifts and decorations. 
| Gifts consisted of toys and clothing. Games were played, 
smgs sung, and visits made to all the neighbors, Often en- 
gagements were announced at Christmas time. 

Now Niels has almost grown up. He has been confirmed in 


the Lutheran church, and has a new black suit in honor of the 


occasion. What work shall he take up? Shall he be a 
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fisherman like his father? Or shall he go out in the world, 
perhaps to Copenhagen, where there is more opportunity? The 
_ pastor, whom he was named after, is called into consultation. 

With the aid of the pastor, the boy secured a place on 
the ferry running from Nordby to isbjerg, across the bay. He 
worked here for a while, and then for a shipping firm in 
Esbjerg. But wages were low, and the boy was dissatisfied. 

"T think I made up my mind to go to America,” said Mr. 
Rassmussen, “when I was a boy, and heard a lecture at the 
school on this country. Then, too, I had an uncle in Wiscon- 
sin, and we would read occasional letters from him at home. 
America was in the back of my mind for a long time. I know I 
worked especially hard at school on my #nglish for this reason." 

So,when Niels was 22 years old, he had managed to save 
enough to make the long-planned trip. He took a boat to 
Holland, and sailed from there for New York. 

"Wheat a thrill was that arrival at New York", said he. 
"You see, I had never seen a big city, not even vVopenhagen. 
The streets were so wide, the buildings so high, and so many 
people. And when I got to Chicago, it was just the same. 
Everyone seemed in such a hurry." 

Mr. Rassmussen went first to his uncle, who had a farm 
near Racine, Wisconsin. He worked for him for a while, and 
then got a job working on the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul 
Railroad. Soon he became a brakeman on a branch line, and has 


been in railraod work ever since. He has lived in Racine, 
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Great Falls, Minn. and Omaha, Neb. He has lived in Los 
Angeles for the past ten years, working for the Southern 
Pacific. He likes his work, and is satisfied that he has 
done far better in this coutry than would have been possible 
in the old country. 

In Minnesota he married an American born girl of Danish 
descent, and has three children, two going to high school. 
They do not speak Danish at home, as his wife knows little of 
the languege, and the children do not speak it at all. He be- 
came a citizen soon after coming to the country, and has never 
been back. "I would like to go back for a few weeks," he 
said, "but that wuld be long enough. I would like to see 
Copenhagen, though." 

The family are as thoroughly American as any native born 
femily--possibly because the mother is American born, and has 
no memories of another native country. Mr. Rassmussen sub- 
seribes to a Scandinavian paper printed in English, and belongs 
to a Danish club as a matter of sentiment, but seldom attends 
any meetings. Much is made of Christmas, perhaps a little 
more than is customary in this country, but no strictly Danish 
holidays or customs are observed. 

a roe it is clear that Mr. Rassmussen is very proud 
of his Danish birth, and it was difficult in the interview to 
pin him down to personal history. He seemed to think I wanted 
to learn about Denmark--and he is obviously well posted on 


the political and economic development of the cointry, despite 


his stated lack of interest in local Danish clubs. 
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"America could learn a lot from Denmark," he assured me. 
"They know how to cooperate in Denmark, and everybody is 
better off. The trouble is, Denmark has no natural resources. 
No metals, or anything." 

After listening to Mr. Rassmussen, it seems to me that 
Denmark must have a remarkably efficient educational system. 
Here is a man from the poorest class of people, who claims 
to have had only about seven years schooling, of half days. 
Yet he has a vision and grasp of world problems and facts 
which is comparable to few native born college graduates in 


this country. 
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RACIAL MINORITIZS SURVEY -- DANISH 


East of Copenhagen lies the little rugged island of 
Bornholm. Here are many stone quarries and clay pits, and 
in these quarries the father of Cris Borson made his living. 

The family of five lived in a small workingman's 
cottage on the edge of noenne. Cris, the oldest child, was 
born in 1890. ‘the two younger children are another boy and 
a girl. 

His father does not seem to have been a skilled stone 
worker, but merely a day laborer. Mr. borson remembers 
his father roughly shaping cobble stones to be sent to the 

mainland for paving blocks, but this probably was not a 
skilled job. At any rate, wages were low, and the family 
had a hard time making both ends meet. 

The family income was eked out by the sale of milk and 
eggs. <A number of chickens were kept, and a cow. Cris had 
to take care of the cow, finding pasture, milking it, and 
delivering milk to neighbors in the town. 

Nevertheless, it was a happy family. Most of the neigh- 
bors were as poor as the Borsons, and although there were 
few luxuries, and clothing was home made and well worn, 
there was at least plenty to eat. His mother was from @8pen- 
hagen, and had a good education, teaching the boy to read 


before he went to school. she sang to the children, and 
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told them fairy stories and legends of Vanish history and 
Bible stories. 

Childhood play consisted for the most part of roaming 
in the hills on on the seashore. He and neighborhood child- 
ren used to find caves in the rocks, and fix them up as 


play houses. His father would carve toys and whistles for 


-- him out of wood. Another game seems to have been similar 


to marbles, except that it was played with rocks. ‘the 
object of the game was to knock the opponent's rocks out 
of a circle by throwing at then. 

Mr. Borson thinks he must nane been about six years 
old when he started to school. He went to school in the 
winter months, starting early in the morning and leaving 
early in the afternoon. About thirty students were in a 
room, each room in charge of a teacher. Once a week the 
minister gave religious instruction to the entire school, 
and hymns aes sung. Studies were equal elementary courses, 
put German wes studied about the fourth year, and inglish in 
the fifth. The languages were taught by conversation. There 
was no supervised play, but a few minutes calisthentics were 
given during each day. 

Christmas was the only holiday observed, but birthdays 
and weddings were elaborately celebrated. all these occa- 
sions were marked by feasting, the baking of elaborate 


cakes and cookies, and much visiting back and forth among 


friends. 
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"Christmas," said Mr. borson, “was celebrated about like 
it is here, but it seems to me we made more of it. Of 
course, that may be just my boyhood memories, but 1 know 
we spent weeks getting ready for the season, decorating the 
house with greenery and ornaments and candles. Then the 
house was always full of people going and coming. I didn't 
get many presents -- usually a muffler or pair of gloves or 
something like that, maybe a knife or some toy my father had 
made." 

On his birthday the boy received presents, and a special 
dinner was prepared, with the things he liked best to eat. 
This day he hed to himself, and was not required to do his 
regular chores. 

When a boy and girl decided to become engaged they went 
to the pastor and exchanged gold rings, which they wore on 
the left hand. Then when they were married, the pea rings 
were transferred to the right hand, 

when Cris was 14 years old, his mother received a small 
inheritance, end the family decided to migrate to smerica. 
work was becoming scarce, wages were low, and the New World 
beckoned as the promised land. ‘the family sold their possess- 
ions and sailed for New York from Vopenhagen. 

For a while his father worked on the estate of a wealthy 


New yorker on the upper Hudson, but the family became lonely, 
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homesick and dissatisfied. ‘there were no fellow countrymen 
near, and they were just ‘a bunch of foreigners.' iven in 
a nearby-by Lutheran church they did not feel welcome. The 
father could have obtained work in New york, but his mother 
was afraid of the big city, and could not bear to think of 
living in a tenement. 6so, through a vanish organization in 
the city, the family obtained promise of work at a little 
lumbering settlement near Rhinelander, Wisconsin, where the 
manager was a Dane, and there were many Vanish families. 

this move was a much more happy one. Here the family 
found friends. whey did not feel cramped as they had in 
New York. itiis father was not a lumber jack, but found steady 
employment at manuel labor in the camp, and soon worked up 
to a position of some responsibility. Uris himself, worked 
at odd jobs, and went to Milwaukee to take a course in auto- 
mobile repairing. ‘then he got a job in a truck factory in 
Milwaukee, married an american born girl of German descent, 
and lived in iiilwaukee until about ten years ago. 

His wife had relatives in Los angeles, and they decided 
to come here, partly for a change, and partly because there 
seemed to be good opportunities here in the automobile busi- 
ness. He had been employed almost continuously since then, 
and is now head mechanic in a repair shop. 

ahey have four children, but the children do not speak 


Danish or German, and only English is spoken at home. They 
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do not observe any native holidays or customs, although 
much is made of the Uhristmas season. No Vanish papers 
are taken by ir. worson, and the family are thoroughly 
Americanized. He does belong to a Sanvenimaerune company, 
and occasionally likes to play cards and speak vanish with 
some Vanish friends. 

“Yes, 1 would like to save up enough to take a trip 
back to Venmark with my family and see the old place, but 
I would not want to live there -- 1 like this country much 
better,” said Mr. Bborson. “My wife does not want to go to 
Germany now, though. Her father is a German socialist, and 
is very bitter about Hitler. ‘they'll never get anything 
like that in Denmark. Denmarks is too much like this 


country. 
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Interview with Thorwald Lindholm: 
"I was born in Copenhagen, in the winter of 1880," said 
‘i Mr. Lindholm. “My. father had a good position with an export 
firm that specialized in china, earthenware and pottery. 
There were Six in our family--myself, my two sisters, my 
father, mother and grandfather. We lived in a good middle- 
class neighborhood. 

tT remember the house we lived in. It was on a side 
street, and was made of brick, with a tiled roof and window 
cut up into a lot of small panes only a few inches square. 
The house fronted right up against the street, houses were 
built solid on both sides, and there was a small back yard 
paved with cement. 

"Life was very pleasant when Iwas a boy. There was al- 
ways laughter and singing around the house, and we children 
used to kiss our parents after each meal. J can remember 


those meals now. For breakfast my mother used to make a sort 


Not porridge with bread, milk, eges and cream. After we came 


home from school eae would always here a lot of bread spread 


at fish or eggs or onion and things like that. We called 


tees 
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vee years. He had slept for so long that his beard had grown. 
into the table. Every Christmas he woke up and asked if 


Denmark was all right. On being reassured, he would go back 


to sleep. But if at any time Denmark should be in danger, 
he Would spring up, pull his long beard out of the table, 
Nee) and rush forth to save the nation. 
My | . "My mother would also sing songs to us children, and 
tell us fairy stories from Hans Christian Andersen. There 
tH was a statue of the poet in Copenhagen, showing him sitting 
th down to tell a story. I suppose it is still there. 
"For amusement we used to play games with tops, fly 
Gs Wa kites, and play a game in which part of the children would 
go through the mot ions of weaving, hammering, etc., and the 
a rest would guess what kind of work was being imitated. 
"Then we used to take walks along the canals, and go to 
the market and See the country women with white shawls on 
thy their heads, dressed up in bulky petticoats and aprons. 
Sometimes my grandfather would take me to See Some museum 
_—s in the city, or down to see the boats, On Children's Day 
we would go to the Tivoli. This was a sort of summer garden 
rend amusement park, and on special days there would be acro- 
| Aaa and an open air theatre. They had a short roller 
‘| coaster ealled Rutschban. 
Webs, a started to school when I was 6 years old. There 


O in a class, and we had the usual 
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courses, I guess. Between each lesson we would be given a 
few minutes to play. There used to be little prizes for 
good grades and good conduct, but I don't know whether that 
was a regular thing, or whether the teacher just gave them 
to us. We had classes in gymnastics, and a few years later 
I studied carpentry in school. . 

"Monday before Lent was a holiday in school, and we 
would dréss up and parade. We would also parade on Constitu- 
tion Day, which is a sort of Danish Fourth of July and Labor 
Day combined. 

"The most important holiday at home was Christmas, and 
next came birthdays. We always had a tree on Christmas Eve, 
with decorations and presents. There was always plenty to 
eat, roast goose, and a cake with an almond baked in it--the 
finder getting an extra present. Birthdays were never forgot- 
ten, there were gifts, cakes and cookies, and flowers. The 
day after Christmas , St. Stephents Day, there would be visit- 
ing back and forth among friends and relatives, and at each 
place there would be plenty to eat and drink. On New Year's 
Day there would also be visiting, and each home would have 
hot punch to serve guests. 

"When I was confirmed I got a new suit of clothes, and 
could begin to smoke. When I was 18 I served a year in the 


army, and it was considered time for me then to begin to 


think about getting a job. With the aid of my father I got 
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a place in the firm he was with, making crates and doing 
small carpentry in the shipping department. I had studied 
this in school. But I didn't care much about the work. 

"T had an uncle living in Illinois, working in a rail- 
road shop near Chicago. My father used to read his letters 
out loud to the family, and I think it was as much that as 
anything else that started me thinking about going to Ameri- 
ca. Then I didn?t care much about my job, and a young fellow 
is always restless anyway. So I started saving my money. 

"I was enabled to go even sooner than I expected, 
through the assistance of a friend who was captain of a 
freighter sailing from Copenhagen. He offered to fix it up 
so I could go to Boston with him, and work out my passage. I 
Secured the approval of the family, and so it worked ovt that 
I arrived in Boston on the day Ll was 22 years old. 

"You ask me what my impressions were of America? Well, 
to tell the truth, I don't remember that I was particularly 
impressed. Of course I was interested in everything, and 
the language made me feel in a foreign country, but Boston 
really didn't seem so much different from Copenhagen. oe 
principal difference seemed to be in the feel of the build- 
ings. Boston buildings seemed square and flat, while the 
buildings of Copenhagen are pointed, with more gables and 


decorations. 
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"But I had no trouble whatever in getting along. I 
could indersiend English, I had studied & Nittle invscheol. 
My clothes did not look different from any one else, and I 
did not feel strange or out of place. 

"I went to Chicago, and my uncle helped me to get a job 
with the railroad--the Illinois Central. I worked in the 
yards at first, but it was not long until I got a job as 
brakeman on a freight, first extra. , then regular. 

risiiked railroading, and have worked at it ever since 
Il came to this country. About 15 years ago I went with the 
Santa Fe, and came to this division 8 years ago. 

"T have never married, but I took out my citizenship 
papers soon after coming to the country, as soon as I was 
Sure 1 wanted to stay here. I don't know that you could say 
ft have really bettered myself by coming here, I could proba- 
bly be as comfortably fixed today if I had stayed at home. 
But coming here did enable me to get into work that I like 
better than the work I would probably be doing in Denmark. 

"You know Denmark is just as progressive as this coun- 
try, and people on the whole are just aS well off. I would 


like to go back for a visit some day, I haven't been back 


Since I came over. But I think I would rather spend the 


| rest of my days here. 


"I belong to a Danish club, and sometimes go to a Danish 


Lutheran church. But most of my friends on the job are not 
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> Danes, and about my only contact is occasional letters from 
ie the old country. A friend told me once that I am setting 
to speak Danish with an accent. So I guess that means that 


I am thoroughly Americanized.” 
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Holger Jensen would like to see Copenhagen again before 
he @ies. He knows down in his heart that he never will-- 
| 
. but hope springs at 80 as at 8. No, he won't be able to ‘ 
make it this year--but maybe next year--maybe something will 
turn up. Hope is happier for the old when the edges are ig 
blurred and indefinite. If Holger really planned, he would 
have to admit that he will ea. the rest of his days on 
the porch of the Danish 014 Men's Houe It is go much more 
pleasant to dream. 

So he sits in hig high-backed rocker, a round little old 
man with round baby-blue eyes; a round stubby pipe in a round 
chubby hend. His eyes look out at the Baldwin hills of Los 
Angeles, but he sees the Svanninge hills of his native Funen. 

Born at Fruensboge, near Odense, he was the youngest 
son of a prosperous dairy f farmer. But there were six other 
children, and in a family of nine there was no money for un- 
essentials. His clothes were always what his brothers had 
outgrown. His shoes had wooden soles. Not until the day of 
his confirmation did he have a new suit, all his own. In 


those days in Fruensboge clothes were worn for warmth, not 


appearance. 


There was plenty of wrk on the little dairy farm, and 


life began at 4 o'clock every morning. The house had 4 
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thatched roof, and the farm bu&ldings were close together, 


1 


forming a square which enclosed a court yerd. In this yard 
the cattle were brought to be milked twice a day. Then 
there were utensils to be washed, butter and cheese to be 
made, and other farm work to be done. “Seven children were 
none too many. 

Still, life was pleasant, and the family happy and well 
fed. There was singing, story telling, and time for play 
and fishing in the Odense river. Near his home was the birth- 
place of Hans Christian Andersen--and his tales and poems were 
known to everyone. 

When Holger was 6 years old he started to school. There 
were about 40 children in a class, and the studies consisted 
of the usual elementary subjects, with a little German in the 
fourth grade. Time for play was given between classes. 
Religious instruction was ziven twice a week. As he remenibers, 
he was given a good idea of geography, end the rest of the 
world. He learned a little of American history, and thinks 
he became interested in America while in an hoes His teacher 
had visited this country, and was able to make the New 
World. seem real. 

Holger attended school in the mornings only, until about 
noon, and then went to a municipal agricultural school in 
Odense. Here he studied scientific agriculture and dairying. 

At home, all ate at one big table, and there was plenty 
to eat on the table. On Saturdays there was always ollebrod-- 


which was a dish made of bread, cream, fish, and onions. The 
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Danes are blessed with good digestions. 


After dinner there was coffee. Then the mtire family 
shook hends, and the children said "Thank you for the meal" to | 
the parents. 

All holidays were carefully observed, and looked forward 
to by all the children. These included birthdays and other 
anniversaries, and church festivals. 

The big day was Chriatmme: which was celebrated on 
Christmas Eve. In the corner of the room was placed a big 
tree, gaily decorated with popcorn, ornaments, gifts, and 
lighted candles. After a dinner of roast goose, with a big 


MN} 


cake to top it off, all danced and sang earcgind the tree.uw then 
presents were distributed. Most of the presents were home- 
made, such as Imit mittens with two thumbs to assure long wear, 
but little was expected. The excitement of the day was the 
importent thing to the children. 

Christmas was a day of rest and church-going. But the 
next day--St. Stephen's day--weas another holiday, with visits 
to friends and relatives, and drinking of their health by the 
older people. 


“a2 


On New Year's Eve there was visiting and dancing. f#ire- 
works were featured in a public celebration in the town, and 

all went to see the event. Another public event was on Mid- 

summer's Night, when there was dancing in the streets, and 


huge bonfires were lit in open squares. 
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On Constitution day there were pats and parades. Mon- 
day before Lent was a holiday, on which the children were 
allowed to dress up in costumes, and parade around the town. 
After Easter was a Friday of Prayer. All church bells would 
ring, and people would walk around in their best clothes, 
meeting friends and talking with them. 

But the most important day in the Life of young Holger 
was his confirmation day. tHe was driven to ehurenh in @ 
carriage, dressed in a new heavy black suit, with new piack 
horse-hide gloves. Afterwards all the relatives and neighbors 
came to congratulate him, and went home for a big dinner. 


Food seems to have been an essential factor in all Danish 


Confirmation marked Holger's accession to manhood. Now 
he could be more independent, now he could smoke and drink 
toasts in hot punch with the other grown-up people. A 
relative gave him a gold watch. Only a man could carry a 
watch: | 

Now he could parade around the town in his new black 
suit, and be admired by the girls. He could send them 
valentines. One custom was that when the first snow came, 

a favored girl would receive 4 note or poem signed with a 
series of blots--one blot for each letter in the name of the 
sender. If she failed to guess the name of her anonymous 


admirer, a present could be claimed. 
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, But all was not holidays and courting. Now that Holger 
was a man, he must find work, and plan Hie LATS. , . 
He was a skilled dairyman, with his eae clos! training 
at home, and his corse in the continuation school. %o he 
was able to find work on the farm of a wealthy neighbor ie 


near by. He worked here for several years, married a town. 


girl, and was apparently settled down for life. 

But his wife died not long after their marriage, before 
they had any children, and the man felt that he wanted & new 
environment. He went to Copenhagen, worked at several jobs 
for awhile, and then decided to come to America. 

There seems to have been no particuhar reason for the 
decision. Evidently he was still restless, and warted change 
and adventure. He had saved up some money, end could afford 
to make the trip. In fact, he Lea no intention of staying, 
he just wanted te see the world. | 

Through friends he obtained 4 position as manager of a 
dairy farm in up-state New York. Then he went to Wisconsin, 
and came west about 10 years ago. What had started as & 
visit of curiosity became permanent. Yet in his mind it 
iestill a visit, despite the fact that he became a citizen. 


And in his second childhood, rocking on the porch of the 


Danish 014 Ments Home, his future secured by his savings ina 


Danish Insurance Brotherhood, he still is talking about going 
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HISTORY OF HANS HANSEN (DANISH) 

Hans Hansen was born in 1882, in the village of Skarn, 
located on the Danish peninsula of Jutland. Skarn was a 
town of about 4,000 inhabitants, situated in a fertile farm- 
ing district. Fifteen i Tee distant was the seaport city of 
Esberg, west coast shipping center of the Danish Empire, from 
which travelers embarked for England, Norway and Sweden. 

Hans was the youngest of seven children. He had three 
brothers and three sisters. His parents were the humblest 
of peasant farmers, 
| His father was an all-around carpenter as well as a 
farmer. When not farming, his services were in demand at 
the former occupation. His knowledge of this trade enabled 
him to occasionally earn the little extra money needed for 
something in the home which could not be produced on the 
land, or for the maintenance of the farm itself. 

The farm consisted of 20 acres, on which was raised. 
Russian wheat, oats, barley, buckwheat, clover and geera, 
The latter was a species of grass which grew to a height of 
six or eight inches and spread out something in the manner 
_that clover grows. It was used only for stock feed. Usually, 
no more than two brook sows, four milch cows, and six horses 
were kept ed the place at one time. The heifers. were 
Slaughtered each year to supply meat for the family. In 
early autumn beef and pork were seasoned and packed away to 


be used as food during the winter. Additional family 
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revenue was available each year from the sale of young 
horses at the stock market, 

Hans began his labors on the farm when but eight years 
old. From that age on he knew nothing but work. The stock 
had to be cared for; the cream separated daily and sent to 
the creamery, where it was churned, thence shipped to Eng- 
land. .He helped with the milking, pumped water fox the 
livestock, and cleaned the stables and pig sties. 
| The house in ies oh Hans lived was a long, low, T-shaped 
structure. The walls were constructed of brick, throughout, 
The roof was made of straw. Half of the front part of the 


building, or that portion which formed the cross of the T, 


was used for living quarters, The other half served as the 


stables for the horses and cows. The stem of the building, 


extending back from the front, was the barn in which was 


‘stored hay and other livestock feed. This was a customary 


living arrangement among peasant agricultural families of 
Denmark, | 

This close proximity of the stables to the living rooms 
of the family made it necessary that the premises be kept 
scrupulously clean, especially the stables, When he later 
came to America he observed that many of the farm houses 
and yards here were actually filthy when compared to .his 
own home in Denmark, and other homes of Danish farmers. 

The living quarters consisted of a large combination 


living room and bedroom, and a kitchen,.. The beds were built 


on 
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out from the wall in a series extending the whole length of 
the room. The sleeping compartment was shut off from the 
balance of tng room by a panel of doors which was built from 
the floor to the ceiling. The beds were wooden bins, about 
three feet in depth, filled with straw. Over the straw was 
spread a feather guilt, and necessary blankets. The beds 
were entered through separate doors. 

Hans! mother baked her bread in a Dutch brick oven, 

All other cooking was done on a stove constructed for gen- 
eral cooking. This stove was also made of brick and left 
open at the COpe Across the top was laid a cast iron plate 
on which were set the cooking receptacles. A eaece. Paw Left 
open at the floor in front through which the firing was done, 
The living room was heated by a cast-iron stove, similar to 
the ones used in America before modern gas and electric 
heaters. The Hansen family used. kerosene lamps and occasion- 
ally candles. | 

All of the fuel consumed in the Hansen home was oes 
dada on their own farm because beds of peat throughout the 
countryside of Denmark afford almost every farm household a 
cheap and. abundant supply of fuel. 

When Hans grew old enough to assist his family in culti- 
eu nen ate fields and harvesting the grain, he also joined 
them each summer of the year in cutting the squares of peat 
from the pit and stacking them to dry for the winter fires. 


Although the peat formation penetrated the earth for a 
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great depth, pits were seldom dug deeper than 20 feet because 
of difficulty in throwing peat out of the pit from a greater 
depth. In the fall, when the peat had dried, it was hauled 
from the field and placed in the shelter of the yarn. A 

small quantity was kept near the stove for immediate use. 
There was a dirt floor on which the peat was piled. The 
floor was cleansed by sprinkling white sand over ii, Cen 


was swept. Whenever water was needed, it had to be pumped 


by hand from a well 15 feet deep midway between the living 


quarters and the stable, so that it was convenient for water- 


ing the stock, as well as for family use. 


The only respite Hans had from the drudgery of farm 
work was while attending school from 9 asm. till 4 p.m. He 
had started to school when five years old. On each school 
day he walked a total distance of eight miles to and from 
the brick schoolhouse where he attended school. Classes 
were held in one room and were divided into the elementary, 
intermediate eeneadaenead grade pupils. Hans went to school 
12 months out of the year. The only variation was from May 
1 to October 1, when the school days were shortened to half- 
day sessions. When he went to school, it was put to recite 
his lessons and to receive gradings on his recitations, He 
was required to study and prepare.all of his lessons at home, 

He ad canals all of the common schqol subjects--arith- | 
metic, spelling, grammar, geography, history, etc. At the | 


age of 14 he received his general school confirmation 
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(graduation diploma), after which he gave full time to worke- 
ing on his father's farm. 

Up to this point, Hans! life had been given almost en- 
tirely to labor and drudgery. Aside from his common school- 
ing, little else had been contributed toward his preparation 
for a future career. Although his parents had fulfilled 
their obligation to him, his home life had fallen short of 
aiding his spiritual and cultural advancement. While he 
suffered no marked abuse from other members of his family, 
and was permitted to assume a legitimate place within the 
family circle, that cooperation appeared to be bent merely 
on the pursuit to live and to overcome too drastic economic 
eet ea elas 

Hans has no recollection of ever having heard childhood 
stories and tales. The only songs remembered are those he 
was taught to sing at school. This void in his life may be 
attributed somewhat to the. fact that his mother was compelled, 
too, to work hard. When she was spared an hour from house- 
work, she worked in the. field. In her school days she was 
taught Latin, not Danish. While she spoke the Danish lan- 
guage, she could read and write only in Latin. From all this, 
it may be seen that she had very little chance to promote 
the relationship which usually exists between mother and 
child. 

From wool spun by his mother, practically all of Hans! 


clothes were made. When the woven material came back from 
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‘ the weaver she made stockings, and cut cloth from patterns ' 


to make suits and other garments. . 
3 Soon after Hans finished sehoods he sought to free him- | 
self from the farm labor. Having learned carpenter work from 
his father, he went to a lotmarn (general carpenter and 
builder) who lived in a small settlement about a mile distant 
from his home, and secured a job. He remained with this em- 
ployer-for five genres doing cabinet work and building homes 
and farmhouses. During the first rb’ years he received no 
other compensation than room and board. For the next two H 
years he earned his first money, being paid 75¢ a day in ad- 
dition to board and room. | 
Hans had often heard of America. He had been told--he | 
had read in newspapers and books about the Land. where life | 
was abundant and money came by Littis effort. He had hoped 
to go there some day and see for himself. 
That ambition was given sudden Be vias dell whit he left 
ices for the first time, and became aware that he could 
make his own way in the world, He had saved his money from 
his very first pay, and he continued to put away as much as 
he could spare from his earnings. That meant most of his in- 
come, for he had his room and board without cost. 
Then, too, his favorite brother had already gone to 
a" America. None in the Hansen family had been given to exulta- 7 
tion over newly acquired advantages Hi triumphs at cml i 


ai, But Hans could read between the lines of the letters his 


fen prother wrote that he was doing well and was quite satisfied yoke 
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with America. 

, In 1902, a few days before his twentieth pi nena, Hans 
embarked from Copenhagen as didtense ap passenger aboard a 
trans-Atlantic steamship. The voyage to New York was made 
_wia Norway and Sweden, and was completed after 11 days. 

When the boat had docked, Hans was hustled, with several 

hundred other immigrant arrivals, along the gangplank and 
into a train. Although he had little opportunity to view 
the Iieriean metropolis, Hans was thrilled at the thought 

of having set foot on American soil. . He entrained for Chi- 
cago, where he was transferred to a California bound train. 

Hans went directly to California because he had a half~ 
sister living there. 50 it was really through California 
that he had his first chance to form a true impression of 
et aia He went immediately to the home of his half-sister 
in the San Joaquin Valley, near Fresno. The next morning 

he secured a job as carpenter on a school puilding, at $2.50 
a day. He thrilled at the realization that America had not 
disappointed his hope for better things. He remained at 
this work until the puke was completed, then set Ba 
immediately to find other ompLoswont. 

Hans! close confinement to his father's farm during -his 
boyhood had created an urge for adventure into unknown 
realms. His attempt to taste its fruits occurred just before 


he ‘came to America, and in a most extraordinary manner. 


Almost overnight he had decided to take up the trail of a 
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vagabond. For days he traveled the roads and byways with a 
roll of blankets on his back, munching bread and smoked 

meat. At night, he made his bed wherever darlmess found 

him ~ by the roadside or in a haystack. He cooked scant ra- 
tions over an open fire. Often, he sought the frequented 
retreats of the more seasoned devotees of the road, and com- 
muned with them. But the adventure was short lived. isan 
month of the life and he returned to his home, and more whole- 


some living. . 


{ 
| 


When he had finished. his first job in California, adven- 
ture again beckoned, He went to a logging camp in the high 4 
Sierras, where he slung rigging on the high line, drove teams 
and operated tractors. Each summer, for seven seasons, he 
earned his living in this manner. In the fall, he would re- 
turn to Fresno to engage in carpenter and farm work during 
the winter. 

When Hans came to America he could speak no English, 


and as a result met with difficulties, which confront other 


immigrants who know only their native language. But he was 
persistent in his Breeres to learn English, One’ of his rea~ | 
meee ioe going to the logging camp each summer was to pe ate 
the contact with his Danish countrymen. There were a. large 
number of Danes in and about the Fresno district. Constant 
association with ee interfered with his progress in learn- 

mee kt, ing the new language. However, six months after he came to 


wah . 
ae California he was able to speak, read and write English as 
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well as he does today. 

In the early part of 1920, while living at a hotel in 
fe oate hens became acquainted with an English woman--the 
mother of three children-- who was stopping at the same ho- 
tel, The children were 7, 8 and 12 years of age. While on 
a visit to Portland, Oregon, the woman wrote Hans and ex-= 
pressed the desire that the friendship be continued through 
correspondence. Through this exchange of letters, a friendly 
relationship ripened. The woman returned to Fresno and was 
married to Hans.in December, 1920. 

When a depression struck the raisin industry in the San 


Joaquin Valley in 19235, conditions became extremely bad 


throughout that section. Unable to obtain work at satisfac- sae 


tory wages, Hans migrated to Los Angeles County with his 
family, settling in Long Beach. Although the sudden collapse 
of farm produce prices had demoralized the farming industry, 
building and construction work was still in progress, and 
Hans was able to support himself, and. his family, by doing 
carpenter work. 

Because of his diminished income, discord entered Hans! 
domestic life. In 1931 he was divorced from his wife. He 
holds no ill feeling toward his adopted country for these 
reversals in his fortune, though he believes that family 
separations are less likely to occur in his native Denmark, 
where monetary gain and social position are given little 


significance. Women there, he holds, are inclined to accept 
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conditions as they exist, or more readily adjust themselves 
to changed conditions, at least, they will accept lost ad- 
vantage with less complaint. | 

His home ties broken, Hans moved to a small foothill 
city, where he found a job in a little restaurant which 
Specialized? in serving ravioli and et cken cdinkhers. ) His 
duties: were washing pots and pans, peeling potatoes and 
Sweeping the floors, He also. ground the meat and vegetables 
for the ravioli, which were made in Russian style, and 
slaughtered and dressed the poultry. 

For his services, Hans was paid $15 a month, with his 
room and board included. He lived in a one room aeeLy a few 
yards from the restaurant. It was furnished with a bed, a 
chair, and a washbowl and pitcher. Hans adapted himself 
quickly to a single life, and grew more content each day 
with his new occupation. 

Hens is still working in the little restaurant, (1936) 
and assists with the cooking and waits on tables when rush 
business comes. There are days, even weeks, when he takes 
over the entire management. His salary has been raised to 
$50 a month, and he has moved into a room in’a small cottage. 

His unfortunate matrimonial venture had exhausted his 
savings account . When he came to the little foothill res- 
taurant, he was very much "run down at the heel," But 
things are better now. The restaurant business has improved, 


Hans has brightened up his appearance along with the estab- 
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lishment in which he works. He appears daily in the job 
with clean, pressed trousers where once they were soiled and 
wrinkled. His blue or tan shirt is freshly ironed, and he 
walks on solid shoe leather. A evisp; white apron sets off 
a more prosperous appearance. 

Although the restaurant 4s off the beaten path, people 
come long distances to patronize it because of the distinctive 
food beds: is served. The woman who operates the business has 
gained a great reputation for her fried chicken and Russian 
ravioli She herself is of Russian birth. Whatever the ex=- 
tent of Hans! romantic snterest in her may be, he regards 
her highly and always strives to please her. He may have 
hopesSe 

Hans is loyal to American institutions and feels that 
America has returned in full measure what he has contributed 


Po 1h. whee uoLog 10 deep sentiment toward his native country 


and has no desire to return to Denmark. 
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= RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY: DANISH 


Anna Henningsen, nee Leth, was born over 70 years ago 
in Jutland. Her father was a miller and farmer near Aalborg, | 
and among her earliest memories are recollections of being i. 
awakened by the grinding of ponderous machinery in the old, 
Dutch type wind-mill. 


This mill, with its four long wooden vanes, stood near 


the rambling old farm hous¢e Close to the other side of the 
house were the farm buildings, with a court yard in between. 
In the long winter months it was possible to attend to the 
necessary domestic duties without too much exposure to the icy 
winds that swept across the bay, and swirled the dry snow in 
little eddies on the broad window-sil1s. 

Besides little Anna, there were seven other children, 
her parents, and an aged grandfathere The grandfather sat 
by the fire, wearing a tasseled skull-cape On Sundays and 
nolidays her father wore a heavy plack suit, her mother a 
black dress, with a handkerchief pinned on her heade While 
the family was not wealthy, it was not poverty-stricken, and 
there was always:plenty to eat for everyonee Clothes were 
made over, handed down, and well patched, yet they were always 


warm, and each member of the family had a good outfit for 


special occasionSe 
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The father's milling business seems to have been a sort 
of side line. He ground grain for the neighbors, keeping 
part of the flour for his fee. After harvest he was busy, 
grinding far into the night, and then selling such of his share 
as he did not need in the city. But most of the year the mill 
was idle, and the time of the family was taken up with regular 
farm work--dairying, gardening, poultry, and looking after the 
cattle. | 

The family was happy. In the evenings there was singing, 
talk, and story telling. Often in the summer meals would be 
eaten out of doors. And there were always the important church 
festivals and holidays to be looked forward to. Sundays were 
family picnic days, only the absolutely necessary work being 
done. After church there would be walks in the country, or 
rambles through the town. Most popular were excursions to the 
water front, and across the fjord on a pontoon bridge. 

The principle holidays were Christmas eve, birthdays, . 
and most important of all for the individual--confirmation. 
All holidays were celebrated with feasting, and much visiting 
between friends and neighbors. On Christmas eve there was 
always a huge tree, decorated with candles and popcom and 
food. For days before Christmas the kitchen bustled with 
activity. Huge dishes of cookies and cakes of all kinds were 
baked. Little Anna seeded raisins, chopped nuts, and probably 


got pretty much in the way. But she was beginning to learn 


Se 
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her most important lesson--how to cook. For every Danish 
woman, from the queen down, is a good cook. And every Danish 
man, from the king down, is a connoisseur of food, and demands 
the best. | 

So the Leth family lived well, not only on holidays, 
but every day. Eggs from the poultry yard, rich thick cream 
from the red Danish cattlee Goffee was served at every meal, 
but the children were not allowed to have it until they had 
been confirmed. Confirmation marked the attainment of adult 
Statuse 

When Anna was 7 years old she started to schoole She 
went only half a day according to her recollection, but it 
seems that the work was intensive, and the actual time put in 
may have been the equivalent of a full day. Subjects taught 
were the usual elementary subjects, German, world history, and 
religious instruction. There was some gymnasium work, and 
instruction in health and hygiene. 

She attended school until she ie 14. At home she learned 
how to cook, how to sew, how to take care of a housee Problems 
of child care were learned from experience, there were always 
plenty of babies to practice one She helped take care of the 
garden and the chickens, she milked cows and made butter. 

When she was 15 years old she was confirmed, and become 
officially an adult. Lars Henningsen, a neighbor boy, began 
calling at the house, and bringing her little gifts. Lars 


was a few years older, he had gone to the continuation high 
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school, and had taken a course in scientific dairyinge Even- 
tually they were married, exchanging rings, after which there 
was an elaborate wedding feast, with drinking of hot punch. 

Lars had been working for some time before the wedding, 
had money saved up, and the plan was to go to America as soon 
as they were married. He had a job promised on a dairy farm 
near Rochester, New York, as soon as he could take ite Another 
neighbor was already working there, had told the owner about 
Lars, and the owner had said to come on. Denmark at that time 
particularly was the center of scientific dairy farming, and 
anyone who had taken the high school course, besides having 
practical experience, was sure of a job. 

So shortly after the wedding ‘the couple went to Esbjerg, 
and sailed for the New World. Mrs. Henningsen remembers she 
was sick most of the way across, and fear of the trip has kept 
her from planning to return to Denmark for a visit. 

The couple worked in New York State for about five years, 
during which time they saved enough for Lars to buy a farme 
He then moved to Michigan, and lived there, a prosperous dairy 
farmer, until his death a few years ago. Then Mrs. Henningsen 
sold the farm, and came to California to live with her married 
daughter in Glendale, and a son who is working for the Santa Fe 
RR in San Brnardinoe 

Mrs. Henningsen apparently had no difficulty in adjuste 
ing herself to the new environment when she arrived in America. 


Most of her friends have been Danish, and she attends a 
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Danish Lutheran church when she is able to goe But she quickly 
learned English, and considers herself an American. She is 
unusually quick for her age, intelligent, and shows an un- 
usual grasp of events and world affairs. 

She has had four children, all born in this countrye 
Danish was spoken to a considerable extent in the home when 
they were young, but since they ha ve grown up they do not 
use the language, or have any particular Danish contacts. The 
second generation are thoroughly Americanized. 

She believes they bettered themselves by coming to 
America, but explains that this was possible at that time be- 
cause the country was growing, and there was more land. Out- 
Side of this advantage, she believes Denmark is a better and 
more progressive country than America. She told me what pro- 
gress Denmark had made in social consciousness, the cooperative 
movement, old age pensions, etc. | 

"Even when I was a girl," she said, "the government 
would arrange free vacations in the country for poor children 
in the cities, giving free transportation on the state owned 


railroads." 
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‘Iwas born 76 yoare ago, in the district of voile, on 
the island of Laalend, Denmarite I was the youngest of ten 
¢hildren, five of whom were boys and five cirls, one brother 
and one sister had died before my birth, I was but nine years 
old when I came to America, Sixtyeseven years is a very long 
time to remember a great deal about Denmarir and my home life 
there. Of course, there are some things that oling to the 
memory of even @ young chdid, so I shall try to tell them 4n the 
best way that i GON. 

iy perents were peasant farmers, though not of the poorest 
Class. To tho best of my imowledso, none of us chiidren were 
ever compelled to go without the necessary things of Lifes ve 
had plenty of wholesome food to eat, comfortable clothes te 
wear, end we were not put to a life of hard work and drudgery, 
In fact, I believe that we children had more time to play than 
any of the other children whom i remeuber, There wore times, i 
Imow, when I used to wait amiously for hours, sonetinos daya, 
for some of my playmates to come and play with mes, I didn't 
reelly get lonesome, with so meny brothers and sisters «« and 
we were a congenial, happy family «= but it was always a troat 
to have our little friends come to visit us. We hed no nexte 
door neighbors, iike people have in Amorica who live in clties 
and town. Our nearest neighbors were more than half a mile 
awa ye | 
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(We lived.on a farm that was coneiderod very large in 
Demmark, i do not imow just how large it was, but there mst 
have been two or three hundred acres in my father's Larity 
Counting the meadow lands and the peat beds. ly father ves a 
catvlo trader. there wore always, at least, 150 head of 
cattle on the place at one tims lie raised enough oats, bare 
ley ond timothy to put up to feed the cattle and horses through 
the winters, I guese the most work that wo children had was to 
tend the cattle while they grazed in the pasture lands. 

The farm bufidings were arranged in the shape of a rect= 
angle, ‘here were four budldings, one of which was the house 
in which we lived, ‘hen there was @ bam, & feed shed, and a 
place where the implements and tools were kept. ‘The buildings 
were located on high ground, overlocking a boautiful stroam : 
whieh cut through the lower end of the farm. 2% was the river : 
of which I have the fondest recollections, We children spent | 
se many hours playing along ite banke, And it was shallow. 
enough so’ that we could wade in ite inside of tho rectangle ‘ 
formed by the buildings was a court. In this space were planted — : 
wrens flowera, and little plots of vegetables, a 

Most of the farm houses in Demaark were bullt of vrdok, but 
all of the buildings on father's farm were made of eut stone, : 
80 well formed that one might think they had been chiseled cut 
by a sculptor, ‘where wae a large room used as a dining roon for 
the farm helps Father always kept three or four farm hands 
regulardy, and at times he had extra help. in the worker's ag 
-— @ming room was a long table on which the meals were served, The _ 

man gat on a bench in place of chairas A omller roon was used 


[ ny a 
ee) i 


a, eae, 


4 ore wh, 


Tre ab dati Big 


i Plas PY rt fe ee 


ae ast faz i Li wii F ot He 


Wd 


‘ , 
¢ 


saree 43/oe™ Ractal rity Survoy-Daniah 


as a dining room and living room by the family. 

fhe floors wore made of clayy packed so hard that thoy 
appeared to be cement. Every few days white sand was sprinkled 
over the floors, then they wore scrubbed bright and cleans, The 
beds wore permanently built into whet might be ealled an alcove 
dn the wall of the living room, Sach bed was separated from 
the next by 4 stone partitions, Hach compartment had a separate — 
door. In the kitchen was a stove, built of stone, with two 
compartuents. Sheet iron was laid over the top of the cooking 
eonpartment, on whieh were placed the cooking pots and pans, Tho 
other compartment was the bake oven, The loaves of brea were 
placed in the oven, ami removed by long handied paddies. I dontt 
think that such hugh ovens are used as mich in Denmaric as nos 
Mest of the farmers send their grain to the mi21, nowadays, and 
exchange it for broad, I am told, Then thore was a tall, narrow 
heater in the living room, built of stone, with a fire box at 
the top. Once tho walle were heated through, they would romain 
warm for some hours, On cold days, I can remember how I used 
to stand in the open space and enjoy the warmth, often, we 
ehiidren would take our turn standing in the heater, Peat and 
bundles of dried heather were burned for fuels 

While a child in Denmark, I was 111 with malaria a great 
deal of the tine. I never wont to school until I was past eight 
years of ago «- then only for a few days, Porhans a month was 
all that I ever attended public school, Sut T was an ambitious 
 @hiid, and wanted to have an edusation, The daya that I lay in 
bed, aick with fever, I would read most of the tine, and try to 
study things out for myself, hen I cane to America I kmew tho 
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tagl4th Aénquaes vory well, I read a lot of history, and was 
constantly reading the Bible, especially the New Testanent, — 

All of our food was raised on the farm, Most often wo 
would have meat and potatoes for our dinner, of course, we had 
plenty of milk to drink, Potatoes, bects, turnips, DORR, cabe 
bage came from the gardens 

Mother would spend a week baking and preparing fancy foods 
for Christwas and the New Year, ‘The holiday celebration would 
‘begin on Christmas eve and continue for a week after the New 
¥ear, A special Christmas treat was a head cheese mother 
always mades Tho meat from the heed of a pic was spiced, preased 
together and baked, White bread was served for the holiday 
ferst, but I mich preferred to eat pumpernickel, We had swie} 
back and little nutelixe cookies mother made from long strips 
of dough, spiced and bromed, Cakes, and other rich foods were 
 MeAdee We had ali the dusk and chicken we could eat, and crane 
berry sauce from cranberries gathered in a nearby marsh, 

We played ball and games with cardte Camis were played 
more than any other game when we were children. We would bet 
apples and iittle inexpensive trinkets on the games. Later, I 
came to look upon 16 ag gambling, but it was done in an innecent 
wey at the tines Father was a generous man ~ always trying to 
make us happy. Once a year he would take ue to tho district 
fair, whore we rode on the morryegoeround the Ferris wheel. Ile 
brought many thinge home to. us from townechina dolis, Cone 
toys and trinkets, 
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in the winter time wo had great fun tebogganing ani riding 
on our home made sleds. We would skate on the fee when it was 


_thiek enoughe ‘You kmow, it seldom cot colder than fifteen or 


twenty degrees above goro in Denmark, We had our little dinner 

parties, when our playmates would be invited in, We would eat ) 
sandwiches and cake « drink coffee and home brew, and play ames. 
Many times mother would play with us. 

Hother was @ superstitious woman. I believe thet father, 
too, confused veligion with superstition, They lived under the 
foulal system, when such things as killing deer, which entered 
the domain on theiy own accord, were considered unpardonable 
offenses liother told of how often she was conseious ot gilded 
carriages, drawn by beautiful black horses with claniing harnesses 
of sliver, entering her premises at night, I believe in witehery, 
myself, When a child, I knew of strange people who « uld perform 


umisual good aml evil deeda, once I fell inte the potato pit ; 
and dislocated my shoulder. Tt was harvest time, and father Wen 
teo busy to take me to a doctor, So mother took mo to a wise 
man who lived in a house furnished him by the government. He had 
@ reputation for doing miraculous deeds, When we cot there, he 
Simply ran his hand over my shoulder «= then told mo to run 


home arxl r ead my boolss, i did that very Cantal rout Con hear 


bit of trouble with my shoulder after that, 

One night our parents drove away with the team and left us 
children alone in the houses All of a eudden, we heard horses 
with claniting harness of silver enter the yards We ran to the 


door but nothing was to be seen. When he heard them come the 
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third time we wore fearful and afraid to go to the door, But 
the horses came into the yardeI imow that, I have many times 
cured warts by tying stringe around thom and allowing the strings 
to remain until they had rotted. One nicht we were all sitting 
in the living room, uhen we heard a imock, knock on tho walls 
other said it meant that we were going to move, In a short 
time we were on our way to Anorieae 
Pather was not really religious, but he was kind and just, 

ami had hard horse BONn8O. We was a suecessful farmer; mew 
@oile and how to analyze thom, ie had a good knowledge of. mathe 
ematies, and often 414 surveying for other farmers, Nany people 
sought him for advices Por a while he operated a slaughter 
house, then started a brick yards He was handy at all kinds of 
coment work, end bullt cisterns. Although my father was locked 
upon in Denmark as no more than a peasant, he was far above the 
average person in intelligence and peactical knowledg@. He 

had little regard for the Lutheran priests, and classed thom all 
es hypocrites, He assumed thie attitute toward thom because 
they wore always exncting money from tholr people. Whon a child 
was baptised, he said, the priests demanded 8 feo for their 
service, and a fee from each of the soveral witnesses which 
. wore required to be present when such ceremonies were performed. 
| Mother was a sincere Christian, and constantly read the Bible 

_ and the Lutheran hymna, | 

One evening my father called the family together and asied 

each one of us if we would not like to go to Americas, Ne said 
he believed the United States wuld offer hin a groater 


— gppertunity, and that we ¢hildren would have a broader and 
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We left Copenhagen in 1669 and salled direst for New York 
on a through stoamer. i thought New York was a terrible place 
when i landed theve. I t was so hot and disagreeable . mvery« 
thing seemed to be helter skelter, and out of tune with what I 
had been accustomed to. After several days in New York , we 
deft for Chicago on the firat. train i hed ever seen, We settled 
et Waupaca, Wisconsin, where father bought a few neres of lant 
aim some cows, When I had finished my hich school course 2 
went to Chicago and spent two years at the Chicage training 
_ School for nurses, ‘This sechpol was connected with the cook 
County Hospital, I was married in Chicago in 1665. My husband 
hed been a etudent at a Chicago seminary, I was attracted to 
him by his scholarly discussions of religious subjects during 
his public lectures, whieh i frequently attended, 

Seon after our marriage, my husband contracted tuberculosis. 
Vpon the advice of a doctor, we camd to California in 1693. Three 
years after ostabliehing our home in Sierwva lade, my husband 
passed away. That was 40 yoare agoe IT have lived in Sierra 
Madpo ever sinoe, We had five children, ‘two sone are now 
living in Sierra Madre, iI, order to bring up my youngest son, 

I acoopted A popition as elty nurse of Sierma Madre, I was 


engaged in that work for seven yours, 

) i have hed a terrible struggle through the depressions ity 
youngest sonts health became #0 poor that he was forced to aecept 
county rolief, lie became interested in, and gave considerable 
time to, the cooperative relief movement in Sierra Madre, iy 
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are 


oldest son had all he could do to keep his own family, so was 
unable to contribute mech to my supporte Conditions seem te be 
better now, so I am hopeful of having a few things for myself 
‘agains My little home here is not mich, but I try to keep it 
cleen and home-1ike. I have just taken in a woman to room 
here, ‘This arrangement will give a little mors income, as well 
as giving me some companionsinips 

| I have no desire to live in any other place but Amerloas 
My father made several trips back’ to Denmaxkt before he died, 
but IT am satisfied to be here, Nothing interests me mich now 
but my religion, ‘That je the only thing from which I can got 
comfort and satisfaction, I read the Bible overy day just aa 
regularly as I cat my monls, Sut the inspiration I got from 
the Bible is the real food of life, My mother iived to the age 
of 72, My father died at the age of 94, 
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Over six feet tall, with calm blue eyes deeply set in 
sharply ehieots a! featutsel Poul Fricke clearly shows the 
Viking strain. From the sculptor's point of view, some racial 
types seem moulded, with the harmonious curves and smooth sur- 
faces of a Greek statuee But the Dane, even more than other ) 
Scandinavian races, justifies a bak stele treatment. Here are 
no Hogarthian lines, but planes and angles--the virile sur- 
face of a flint arrowhead. 

Poul Fricke's manner and bearing seems at first almost 
Prussian. Yet what appears to be supercilious superiority, 
is found to be merely suspicious reserve--the defence mechan- 
ism of a bashful introvert. Heredity and early environment 
have accentuated these characteristics. For her was born in 
the upper middle class of Copenhagen, and his schooling was 
accompanied by stern military discipline. 

"T was born in 1898", said Mr. Fricke. “My father was 
a civil engineer. The family, consisting of two brothers 
and myself, father, mother, and a grandmother, lived in 
Baldersgade, a fashionable suburb of Copenhagen. My father 
was a stern, silent man." 

"TI can remember no singing or prayers in our family," 
continued Mr. Fricke. "The peems and tales of Hans Christian 
Andersen were known to us, as well as some Scandinavian his- 


tory and folk lore. But while my family was not irreligious, 
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definite religious education was left to the school. The 
state religion of Denmark is Lutheran, and two hours instruc- 
tion each week is requiréd:in all schools, private as well 

as public. 

"My childhood play was with my brothers, and children 
in the neighborhood. The back yard of our house: was cement, 
and this made a splendid place to spin tops. Our tops were 
spun by striking them with a whip, and the object was to keep 
them spinning 4s ee possible. Another favorite game was 
tossing buttons. Hach child had a collection of buttons of 
all kinds, especially gold military buttons from uniforms. 

By common consent buttons had definite and various valuese 
I remember I once got hold of some French buttons, and these 
were in great demand. 

"The game was to toss buttons against the wall, and the 
button alighting closest to the wall won the toss. Other 
pastimes were skating, kite flying, and sliding. 

"At that time the public school system was not as well 
developed as now, and most children of my class were sent to 
private schools. I entered a boy's school run by an ex-army 
officer, a friend of my father's. The dicipline was strict, 
but the courses were well arranged and well taughte School 
opened each day in the gymnasium haha where the entire 


student body gathered to sing a psalm, Then all dispersed to 


the class rooms. About twenty pupils were in each class-- 
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which allawed considerable individual instruction and super~ 
vision. Each week the entire school gathered for the nec= 
essary two hour religious instruction, which included the 
Singing of Danish folk songs." 

Mr. Fricke believes one of the weaknesses of the American 
School system is the lack of emphasis on languages. As he 
points out, there is no reason to delay the teaching of lan« 
guages until high school years. Furthermore, the emphasis 
in this country is on grammar and academic abstractions, 
rather than conversational familiarity. I agree with him 
thoroughly from my own experience. I have had two years 
French and two years German, and I would probably starve to 
death in a restaurant in either countrye Even nine years 
of Latin have not q ualified me to actually speak the language. 
Many years ago as a teacher I attempted to introduce conver- 
sational Latin, but the experiment was frowned upone Lan-= 
guage instruction in this country has for its ultimate aim the 
proper conjugation of verbs, 

Purthermore, languages are easier learned in early child- 
hood. Witness the easy bilingualism of the children of 
foreign born parents. In the Danish schools English and 
German are taught from the fourth grade, and French in the 
Sizth grade. "By the time I was ready for high school," 
said Mr. Fricke,"I could carry on a conversation in three for- 
eign languages, as could all the other pupils‘in the school 
I attended," 
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Mr. Petoxe also a private high school. But the completion 
of this course gave him the equivalent of a junior college 
in this country. "The two reasons for this", Mr. Fricke ex- 
plained, “are that study is more intensive in Denmark, and 
vacations are shorter. One weeks vacation was allowed at 
Christmas, and only a few weeks in the summer. There is no 
reason for the long summer vacation in this country." 

The weeks Hacation at Christmas, however, was the high- 
light of the year to the boy. Christmas Eve marked the 
vilimax of the celebration, with a gaily decorated tree, feast- 
ing, drinking, and gifts. The Christmas tree was left stand- 
ing until well along in January. It seemed to him there was 
less commercialization of Christmas, but he admitted that this 
was probably a childhood impression, and a characteristic of 
that particular period, rather than a national characteristic. 

Having determined on an agricultural career, Mr. Fricke 
served a three year apprenticeship on a large estate after 
leaving high school. In Denmark it is customary to serve a 
practical apprenticeship in a selected profession before tak- 
ing specialized technical training. This gives a man a prac- 
tical familiarity with his subject on which to base his 
specialized education. The details of his study do not then 
seem abstract and academic--and this may be a better method 
than ours of giving technical training to men who do not 
have the practical foundation on which to evaluate it. 

After serving his three years apprenticeship, Mr. Fricke 


took an intensive year and a half course in scientific dairy 
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agriculturee Then at the age of 24, he felt the urge for. 
adventure, and came to this country with no particular plan 
in mind, but hoping to make a study of agriculture in the 
United States, with the expectation of getting some new ideas. 
"In this," he said, "I was sadly disappointed. I found 
that even m the large dairy farms that I aeited and worked 
on in New York State, this country is far behind Denmark, 
Scientific agriculture, which even the small farmer in Denmark 
understood and appreciated, was not only almost unknown, but 
even sneered at. The farmer in this country was not interested 
in the chemical composition of his soil, the determination 
of the proper fertilizer, am its scientific use. Milk pro=- 
duction was almost invariably far below that whichwas possible. 
Diplomstie Suggestions which, if accepted, would have in- 
creased the farmer's income, were often received in anger, 
and the stated or implied reply that 'no foreigner can come 
over here and tell me what to do." Not even in the most rural 
districts of Denmark will you find the stubborn ignorance 
and provineialism that I discovered on large farms within a 
short distance of the largest city in the United States. 
"Convinced that I could learn nothing from the American 
farmer, L accepted a position as riding master on a Connecticut 
eatine: still intending to go back home disillusioned. But 
I came to like the country, and made a trip to Texas, to study 
cattle raising. Here I fourid the same provincial attitude, 
and to me, who had been trained in a country where agricul- 


ture must be highly scientific and efficient, I found the 
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same happy-go-lucky inefficiency. 

"T had made friends here, and had decided to stay in 
this country. I was disgusted with the lack of cooperation 
I found among farmers, and decided to go into business. 
Through influential friends at home I obtained a post with 
a large Danish steamship company with offiges all over the 
world, and have, been located in the Los Angeles offices for 
the past six years. I had taken out my first citizenship 
papers here, but after receiving this appointment, it seemed 
better to retain my Danish citizenship, as at any time I 
might be transferred to some other country. 

"I married an English girl in this country, and we have 
one child 5 years old. We do not speak Danish at home, as 
I prefer to improve my English. We have made one visit abroad 
Since our marriage, visiting both England and Denmark, I 
belong to a few Danish organizations, and occasionally read 
Danish newspapers. Yet our social acquaintanceship is by 
no means confined to, or even predominately, Danish compatriots. 

"As to my impressions of this country, I can only say 
that I have the friendliest feeling and Sympathies with the 
United States and admiration for many of her institutions. 


Any criticism which I may have is offered in the friendliest 


spirit. 


"The greatest defect in American character is the ten- 


dency to feel that if a thing is American, it must therefore 
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be the best possible, and any suggestion of improvement or 
revision torders on sacrilege. America can learn much from 
Denmark, if she will. Less than 10 per cent of the farms 
in Denmark are tenant operated. Denmark ha s had old age 
pensions for 40 years, financed by heavy inheritance taxes 
on large fortunes. We spend almost as much for the old age 
pensions as military and naval defence. It is amusing to 

a Dane to observe the attitude that the New Deal is revolu- 
tionarye Most of the things the New Deal is trying to accom- 
plish have been done as a matter of course in Denmark at 
lower interest rates than in the United States. Even pawn 
shops are government operated, and can charge only a small 
interest rate. The cooperative movement is more thoroughly 
developed than in any other country in the world, not ex- 
cluding Sweden. 

"American has tremendous natural resources. Denmark 
has almost none. The success tmt America has obtained is 
due more to natural wealth than the ability of the nation. 
The great need of this country is education--and something 
which will jolt them out of their provincial egotism. There 
are many great thinkers and leaders here, But I honestly 
believe that if you would take 100 people at random in this 
country, and 100 at random in Denmark, the Danes would not 
only have a higher average of intelligence, but would be far 


more capable of intelligent government, 
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DANISH 

The subject of this narrative was born in Schleswig 
holstein. He came as a young boy and was apprenticed 
to a blacksmith, who had also come from Denmark and had 
settled in the Salinas Valley where there were many 
farmers. ‘The principle crop, at that time, in this 
locality was wheat and barley. Salina, then, was the 
center of trading, as it was the termims of the 
Bouthern Pacific Rail Road on the coast division. 
The farm ers and rancers used to bring in their 
crops and drive in their cattle from as far south as 
Paso Robles, which naturally made this a very flourishing 
town. | 

Most of the farmers did their blacksmithing at the 
ranches, especially those which were located over twenty 
miles from town, as the only means of conveyance was 
by team and the roads were very poor, particularly in 
winter. *et with the advent of large farms, which 
ranged from one thousand to five thousand acres, whidh 
necessitated the use of large gang plows, barrows and 
discs of heavy weight much of this blacksmithing had to 
be done in town. Wheat seldom sold for less than 
two da@llars per hundred and the help was very cheap, a 
good farm hand received fifteen dellars per month 


41550 


p yn orn vet aa nent 
Le ol Sh 
od wit” i Paine oer tee ‘ete xian 


V edarets ‘Gbnen ‘oct ae ay ‘tee {Senos isi 
tn aa gn bet Oy been ‘arabian byw B08 = aut et 

, ‘ee ‘pe ics iat is 643 okdias ated? ae ‘ptiet mee oy 
pe iGotmolt roy & ald shim Ladies take fore 


7 4 
MPA yey at : : Tap Ph u st a we 


~ 


einen) per bosanor eroF Mote poe yitetoogwe”« 9 
enw auayperes * enna titte ost ae. “ gahiea aot a9. 


a_i ee 


at eirakvat ini atOOe yey Oren gbacs. alt ‘bas meg: et et 
abe oat gill a Eroend eae sis pee ae 


ie deccut ciuobe wag ieee rar po oat eae : 


Firs ed ae 


ot bast watizmmivaté obetd repos 
A snd hesetietl id ire Mane eal 


dad t 


and board; the work noe were from sunrise to sunset 
and the lantern was also used for good measure. 

On one occasion he worked for an Irishman who 
farmed three thousand acres near Gonzales, who came 
up to the loft of the barn where the men slept and 
would yell mt about three o'clock in the morning, 
"My bye, my bye you']1 rot in bed, you'll waste the best 
part of you life there." He said it seemed as though 
they had just gotten to bed as after walking behind 
eight horses on a plough around a thousand acre field 
until dark, unharnessed and feed the horses and then 
after supper, water and curry the horses, one did not 
have very much time to rest. After serving one winter 
as farmhand he decided to go back to the blacksmith 
shop, which he found quite easy in contrast with the 
long hours on a ranch, Although the wages were not 
high, he was able after fifteen years to save ena gh 
to by in as partner together with his services. He 
married the daughter of * well to do Yanish farmer. 
They raised a family of three sons and one daughter. 

*n the course of time on account of the contact which 
he had with all the prosperous farmers, he became interested 
in the purchase of a ranch which he let out to one of his 
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country man on a one third rental basis and continued 
in the blacksmith business. Five years after, one 
of his brothers bought a share in the business and ina 
few years they became the sole owners of the business. 
It was for years the kb ading foundry in Salinas, until 
the advent of automobiles and tractors finally drove 
them from business, but not untii Shey were in very 
comfor table cireumstances. 

Upon retiring, he moved to Sen Francisco where he. 
had a sister. He says in those days a man knew what 
a goo days work was, and could be relied upon to do 
it. The workmen were very happy regerdless of the long 
hours and those who were willing to save had wonderful 
ofportunities to amass a comfortable estate, which 


could not have been in Europe. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL 
DANISH 


Native Country: NJenrark. 

Occupation in Denmerk: Agriculture and Stock Kaising. 

Reasons for leaving Densark: fo better financiel 
conditions with better prospects of build=- 
ing up a fortune. 

Living conditions in Denmark: Good, semi-modern hones 
with plenty of good food and Clothing. Any 
grein raised was not sold tut was fed to 
cattle which in turn was marketed. 

Educational system in Demnark: Compulsory eduestion for 
all between the ages of seven and fourteen years 
of age; free public schools up to and includ- 
ing High school 

Political System in Venmerk: All court Judges are educat- 
ed for that position and before being appointed 
for their life-tine, they are required to qualify 
and pass & severe examination. Any person who 
tried to tamper with the courts received long 
prison sentences, usually o life tern. 

Taxation System in Venmirk: Land taxes very high and the 
bulk of texation was placed on land, buildinggs, 


and personel earnings. 
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Military Service in Denmark: Compulsory military service 
of about one and one-half years between the 
ages of eighteen and twenty-two years. 

Old Age Pensions in Denmark: An old age pension system 
has been established, about 1860 and sli 
dependent aged persons are well tuken osare of. 

OcGupstions in United States: Store-keepers, farners 
and various skiiied trades. 

Type or Class of Citizan: Fhttfty, home~loving, honest 
and in fact one of the highest type of citzen 
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Mrs. M,was born in “Copenhagen, De Soha eitty years ago. There 
were eight in her ‘fenily, including WM mother and father, three sisters. 
and two brothers. Her father was a carpenter, but never had s@ewumed really 
steady work. Mrs. M- explained tno tear country there was so densely 
populsted that there were relstively few jobs in proportion to the number 
of workmen inhabiting the land. ’ 


Them 
When Mrs. M.was six years old misfortune struck the-fenil; vith a 
a 


; heavy hand. Her father had been unable to secure any Tin work for 


on we, Pte 
quite some ‘imo reemn be order to keep the family tiving had accepted a 


temporary job as 3 Isborer in a livery stable in Copenhagen. Through a 


ee, - 
" grapevine system her father had learned that he was soon to receive a 


oa ie from the Navy to serve his time. Mrs. M. explained that in Denmark 
st Ours 

@ man was expected to serve his military tame regardless of whether he 

was married or not, and that a11 young married men lived in fear of this, 


and went to many extremes to avoid it. Avoiding the call was difficult 


as the goverrment orders were mandatory. Her father was very much 


be. BAA Speen aoe oe 


worried over this call--not only feorethewsake of his family but also wrth 
many misgivings about his own future. In those days, for some reason or 
other the naval men had been contracting malignant diseases, mostly in the 
form of fevers due to poor sanitation upon 50 overnment ships. -Hence, the 
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fears of the fathers vi gloomy Ce i 


peambediy when he remembered the fate of his Weathient His brother had 
whale oh. Ra 
died just a short time ago from a atseeee contracted serving his time in 
Yi weer 4 ow Uy yl WA 
the Navy. Therefore, the eather of Mrs. M. firmly made up his mind that if 


there was any sacrificing to be done. in—physieadetorms, it would be for 


Kooper? 


his family and not for a government he considered 36. cruel. —Sos-upon-taking 
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the job at the livery stable he ents Mace. hie rictious ones 1) — Wifay , 
after a 


Very shortly the call came designating him for three years) duty in the 
navye He failed to answer the Tester ae immediately removed a few 
personal hatosetes s from his home. and moved into a little room above 
the livery stable. He said goodbye to his wife and children, took most 
of the money they hed saved@which was no more than twenty dollers in 
Ow . 

our moneyj jane told his wife that he was going to get to America some 
On othen, Y) ' 

ould send for ner and the family as vi as possibleg tiem, such 


way) and and 
Seon ta 


& plan of procedure wes far better than that faced them in Denmark. He 


ol 


particularly warned his wife to say note to en eee reeked her to 
say that he had deserted her and thet was sll she knew, and especially to 
tell RS. to the military police who would finfailingly be there at the house 
to get him before many days had passed. His wife also understood that 

he would be unable to write to her as the military police would be on the 


lod f in onder ° “Dard he. | 
ot Mout. just such letters intercept then. ae Moyermmentned an 


uncanny habit of bringing deserters pdidk from every part of the MWorla if 
Acadizst” he froth De ee 


they learned baabg whereabouts. Mrs. M's father had made ti 


sae bit tae 
at tata Kath "meee —— 


BZ cmisbiat 5 Ne PASE Te potiatticnte 6 with) lie who would in turn communicate 
With és family when the time arrived for the family to join the father. 
This friend was in great fear of this plan and made the fotner agree not 
to communicate for at least a year as he was aM in creat dread of being 
found out and accused by the military police of abetting 3 deserter. The 
Aether BELA AS ahr his belongings from the livery geable and no more was 
heard of him for two years. vf 


Mrs. M.describes the next two years as being nothing short of horrible. 


i i : . ; ae 
aidete euevil ed? 
orn 


fe ~ 


~ *» 7 vs, 
e are | ( Ohiey i 


> area, ow died uae, syle 
oo i = 
Pty 


f 


Lp 


pers 


However, $heir immediate hopes were not to be realized and misfortune 


eggin clouded their sky of hopes. The mother was heavily in debty , 
Vth oo As Ure ost 


for fuel Which was one of the most ce afl" samen cay eee: lel Fs. 
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living x fequirements in Copenhagen. 
Hot Litds Ce. 
‘She realize|she could never take her family and depart stidd owing so 


Wht DM 
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much, Fora the debyjors discovered she had money with which to buy 


GRAMS 
passages) to America they would find demisous ways and means to hold her. 


en eel 


Sog she wrote a letter to her husband, through the friend, smé told him 


the seb 1 Ps and in the meantime used the money to rid hexself of debt. 
fare 


ey bl years passed ag@én before the family again heard from its 
father. 


fhis second period of two years was similar bo the preceding » 
) 


“ohas: The mother still deine- back~breaking work day and wight, washing 


A, pant i? 
clothes. auty froy were @ bit more fortunate and aia not get into debt. 
pene 
: The days, weeks and months dragged monotonously , for they’ all) were Vr At 
: Nw } 


overce ger to leave ae country they were fastly growing to hate. Finally, 


ee 


a time came wey to their great Joy, the friend presented the mother with 


a letter containing money from their ee The letter asked them to 


peaches, 


—~ 


come to hin eens ee and all instructions “Va@are , |containeal The fother 


ee 
i had moved and was in North Dakota woeniee as a farmhand on a farm sdgjecent 
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savalier, North-Pekota . 


i Within s short time the family sailed. ‘The trip was not especially 
eventful. They landed at Montreal, Quebec 3 where they immediately 
entrained for North Dakota. They thought this was the most wonderful 
land in the world, being far above tnie content expectations theyehaduever 


avoamedmef. They found that their father had secured tae ded hte from the 


hin 
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owner of the farm wWeonr he was working Same to build a small 


shack out of waste lumber. He had this shack completed when the family 


arrived. 
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Mrs. M,was new’ten years old igust at the time of arrival in North 
% 


Sutin 
Dakota. She was “ee school immediately. She had many duties 
to perform such as farm life would entail. The work was more like play, 


though, when they thought of the starvation days in Copenhagen and compared 
: +4.0 eal DAS > 
those bleak days with present conditions. Plenty of good nates ane foods» * 


meat, potatoes, and fresh churned butter! Who ever heard of fresh 
churned butter for children of the poorer classes in Copehhazen? 
ee 
The father was very 4 t at saving money His earlier experiences 


had taught him the value of thrift. go at the conedusien of three years ) 
he utibiged his savings leaséag a farm of his own in the same 
locality. Mrs. M,was now thirteen years of age. sale in th@se days and in 


that section 8f the country, it was the custom for most of the children 
THRO ) 
exclusive of hee wealthier class} to stop school around the sge of twelve 
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and & at @ nearb_y farm. The people she worked for were 
very oenur rou Sai worked her very hard. Her salary as four dollars per 


month. Bt Tae fate decreed that she was not to be a boon companion 
of "Lady Luck.e"” When her first months! salary became due and was nee 
paid to her, she was informed thet her father owed them money sg 
were crediting her salary against this debte She was downhearted for awn 
but realized what great sacrifices her father had mde to bfing her to 
this country and deliver her from an existence of utter despair. As a 
consequence she bore no ill will towards her father and does not to this 
days Her work was very ee ae Aa she had no time to herself except 
to sleep, es Ver duties not only included hous eowkr but milking cows and 


even B® cleaning out the barns. Mrs. M.remained in the employ of these 


people until she was seventeen years of age, never once receiving so much 
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as one months wages for hersel fa-juet constantly working off her father's 


debt. “ Wi aakeere te ve Oe, 


me I 
At the age of seventeen, Mrs. lt regmeriner (ins ist eQ@,imed 


wile pov Ly, AG 
merried.——Her-mother had made a match Se ae @ nefarious custom 


dishes. The man 


of those days, ane 
was fourteen years older than Mrs. age ola practically a stranger to her, 
as she had only met him a few times. He had BAweys endeavoured to court 


her, but she had managed to evade him ; However, her mother 


hastened matters and made all arrangements, as she wakhed to see her daughter 
settied down for life. They were married in Cavaliers ediately Mrs. M{gs 
real troubles began. | 

Mrs. M's husband was a farmer. His father was dead, and his mother 
was dying of cancer and helpless in the farmhouse. This man was a farmer 
in name only, 2s Mrs. M,soon found out. He was an inveterate losf, er and 
the farm was slowly going to wreck through his own negligence. Mrs. NM. 


discovered early that the main reason he married "oD was to have someone to 


turke Kew des 
work for him qine tetas of his mother, coupled. with.che-feebstiies she was young. 


As far as anything like love was concerned, this man did not know the 


meaning of it. His cruelty and conceit far overshadowed the plainest good 


agtributes of the usual stolid class of farmer. He did not drink, but had 


8 penchant for vacstiongand trips. Whatever money came in was quickly 
& aA eS Baad 4 
acquired by him and om 4aivsuch gumenner. Mrs. Mis life was far 


from ogee To make it more unpleasant, her mother-in=law proved to be 


hell cat 


a ketiton. She very seldom had 4 kind word for Mrs. Mand would shout,rave, 


d 


| ’ 
and curse from her bed, at frequent intervals. Half ot the mother-in-laws 


face paatenten: away \already from cancer. M 5. id had to care for this there 


a a 


eee dl 


were days she had to force fo0a sunfire Bhe had become deathly sick 
caring for her mother.inelaw. She could not bfing herself to describe many 


of the details concerning the care of this woman. She states that the 
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Strongest of stomachs would stretch their linings to the heavens in 


‘, 
repulsion. For eight years she cared for this waman and the worthless 


Cpharn 
husband doing light week, heavy work, actual plowinggfbér eight years 


she ie sickened every Summer by the constant burning of sulphur in the 
house. The sulphur had to be kept burning continually to keep the flies 
from the face of her motherinedaw. 

At the cenmetusten of eight years of married cages the mother-in-law died. 
The farm had practically gone to a esis there was not enough money coming 
in to meet expenses: and the husband would not work. Mrs. M-went to work 
as a cook in the Kote1 in Cavalier. She cooked there for three years. 
After that she started going from farm to farm cooking for harvesting 


crews during the harvest seasons. She would cook for as many as sixty= 


five men per day for periods averaging six weeks straight. She Ee this 


“A an he FuUss.cad $6 ipa > tale er pnt 
up for fifteen Oa Pane ha Mari harvest fess \iret 515 alleemiieiees 


nN 
IN 
8nd slso large farms. She made and saved good money which was put in.a 
joint bank account in Cavalier i Dane Wieee andyher husband. Un- 
fortunstely, the account was so arranged that her husband could draw Bog, ihren 
without her signature. This he did, and did it often, using the money for 
long trips and vacstions. 
At the end of fifteen years of this herd labor, Mrs. li-gave birth 
tla chet 
. t =m arin, S 
to twins. One nea) oe was @ still vitth. The-eivrk—bimed,. Shortly after 
the birth of the child, re) ¥ went to the bank to draw out money to pay 


the doctor and buy medicine. She was informed there was just exactly one 


dollar in the bank and that her husband was away on a vacation. She firmly 
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made up her mind that this was positively the end. ‘She concluded that 
twenty years of married lite of this cheracter was enough of 3 triald 
She was very tiene ens was in poor physical condition and the still 
birth had been caused by overwork. Des» ite her physical condition she 
went back to work ahd saved enough money to get as far away as possible ™ 
British Columbia. | 

Mrs. M.left Cavalier without seeing her husband. The run-down farm 
was in her hame. She was not interested--she left it, and took her 
baby to Vancouver, ee In Vancouver she immediately secured work 4s & 
chambermaid in a oaiuel iukp ad she worked for two years. She then decided 
to come to California where the climate would be better for her child. 


Doon arriving in Gelegorstaygpe panies, she started working by the 


day, waxing floors and “house \cleaning) She ae this sort of work until 1924. tf 
Up Reo a “'ghe had saved enough money x enter into some kind of a small business venture | 
44 7m 

which she wanted to do a Na could be with her daughter more and get away 


pn 
ee epi RE 


from the hard work which was beginning to take itz toll. Therefore, she 
purchased a lease ona smail apartment house. Between 1924 and 1950 she ine 
amassed around 15,000 in successfully operating apartment houses. In 1950 
she started losing, and due to crooked manipulating by real estate operators 
and failing to consult attorney ys) she has lost everything and is now living 
with a widow who is fairly wellsto~do. This widow pays her “20 per month 

as 3 BOHDE HOt Bae also takes care of the needs of hor dauchtor who is 

also living there and attending high schocl here in iPr rse M-bears no 
resentment for the way life has treated her and is ra and content 
over the Sueore, 8s she has a good home for life. Mrs. Mis father and mother 


Juths 
are both still living in Cavalier. HeYnever became.a citizen through fears 
A 


that something of some character or other meyeheve dr up during the 
procedure whcih would have sent him back to Demmark where he would have been 
forced to serve his times. jor Mu riety : 
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DANISH 

Mrs. M_ was born in Copenhagen, Denmark, fifty years 
ago. There were eight in her family, including mother and 
father, three sisters, and two brothers. Her father was 
a carpenter, but never had really steady work. Mrs. M__ 
explained that the country there was so densely populated 
that there were relatively few jobs in proportion to the 
number of workmen inhabiting the land. 

When Mrs. M_— was six years old, misfortune struck 
the family with a heavy nenee Her father had been unable 
to secure any carpentry-work for quite some time. In 
order to keep the family alive, he had accepted a temporary 
job as a laborer. ina Livery stable in Copenhagen. Through 
a "grapevine" system her father had learned that he was 
soon to receive a call from the navy to serve his time. 
Mrs. M___ explained that in Denmark & man was expected to 
serve his military term regardless of whether he was married 
or not, and that all young married men lived in fear of 
this, and went to many extremes to avoid it. Avoiding the 
call was difficult as the government orders were mandatory. 
Her father was very much worried over this cal+-not only 
because of his family but also because of many misgivings 
about his own future. In those days, for some reason or 
other, the naval men had been contracting malignant diseases, 
mostly in the form of fevers due to poor sanitation upon 


government ships. Hence, the fears of the father. His 
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gloomy for-bodings grew stronger when he remebered the 

fate of his brother. His brother had died just a short 

time ago from a disease contracted while serving his term 
in the navy. For the reasons, the father of Mrs So 
firmly made up ee mind that if there any sacrificing 

to be done, it would be for his fanily and not for a govern- 
ment he considered cruel. So, upon taking the job at the 
livery stable, he adopted a fictitious name. Very shortly 
the call came designating him for three year's duty in the 
navy. He failed to answer the letter, immediatly removed 

a few personal belongings from his home, and moved into 

a little room above the livery stable. 4e said goodbye to 
his wife and children, took most of the money they had saved, 
which was no more than twenty dollars in our money, and 
told his wife that he. was going to get to America some way 
and would send for her and the family as soon as possible. 
Such a plan of procedure seemed far better than that which 
faced them in Denmark. He particularly warned his wife to 
say nothing to anyone. He instructed her to say the he 

had deserted her and that that was all she knew, and espe- 
cially to tell that to the military police who wold unfail- 
lingly be there at the house to get him before many days 

had passed. His wife also understood that he would be 
unable to write to her as the military police would be on 
the lookout for just such letters to intercept them. The 


Danish government had an uncanny habit of bringing deserirs 
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back from every part of the world if they learned their 
whereabouts. Mrs. M's father had made arrangements to 
communicate with a trusted friend who would in turn conm- 
municate with the family when the time arrived for the 
family to join the father. This friend was in great of 
this plan and made the father agree not to communicate 
for at least a year as he was in great dread of being found 
out and accused by the military police of abetting a deser- 
ter. The father agreed, took his belongings from the 
livery stable, and no more was heard of him for two years. 

Mrs. M_ describes the next two years as being nothing 
short of horrible. Their immediate hopes were not to be 
realized, and misfortune again clouded their sky of hopes. 
The mother was heavily in debt, laregly for fuel which 
was one of the most necessary; as well as expensive, of the 
living requirements in Copenhagen. Debtars had started 
pressing her. She realized that she could never take her 
family and depart while owing so much, for if the debtors 
discovered she had money with which to buy passage to 
America, they would find devious ways and means to hold her. 
So she wrote a letter to her husband, through the friend; 
told him the situation, and in the meantime used the money 
to rid herself of debt. Almost another two years passed 
before the family again heard from its father. 

This second period of two years was similar to the 


preceding. The mother still did back-breaking work, day 
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and night, washing clothes. They were a bit more for- 
tunate, however, and did not get into debt. The days, 
weeks, and months dragged on monotonously, for they were 
all very eager to leave this country they were fastly. 
growing to hate. Finally, a time came when, to their 
great joy, the friend presented the mother with a letter 
containing money from their father. The letter asked 
them to come to him immediately, and contained all instruc- 
tions. The father had moved. and was in North Dakota work- 
ing as a farmhand on a farm near the town of Cavalier 
North Dakota. 

Within a short time the family sailed. The trip 
was not especially eventful. They landed at Montreal, 
Quebec, where they immediately entrained for North Dakota. 
They thought this was the most wonderful land in the world, 
being far above their fondest expectations. They found 
that their father had secured permission, from the owner 
of the farm on which he was working, to build a small shack 
out of waste lumber. He had this shack completed when the 
family arrived, 

Mrs. M_ was just ten years old at the time of arri- 
val in North Dakota. She was Placed in school immediately. 
She had many duties to perform, such as farm life would 
entail. The work was more like play, though, when they 
thought of the starvation days in Copenhagen and compared 
those bleak days with the new conditions. Plenty of good 
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wholesome fodd: meat, potatoes, and fresh churned butter. 
Who ever heard of fresh churned butter for children for 
children of the poorer classes in Copenhagen? 

The father was very apt at saving money. His earlier 
experiences had taught him the value of thrift. At the 
end of three years, he used his savings to lease a farm 
of his own in the same locality. Mrs. M_ was now thir- 
teen years of age. 

Now, in these days and in that section of the country , 
it was the custom for most of the children, exclusive of 
those of the wealthier class to stop school around the age 
of twelve and hire out at.some nearby farm. The people 
she worked for were very close-fisted and worked her very 
hard. Her salary was four doliars per month, Again fate 
decreed that she was not to be a boon companion of "Lady 
Luck." When her first month's salary became due and was 
not paid to her, she was informed that her father owed them 
money and that they were crediting her salary against this 
debt. She was downhearted for awhile, but realized what 
great sacrifices her father had made to bring her to this 
country and deliver her from an existence of utter despair. 
As a consequence she bore no ill will towards her father 
and does not to this day. Her work was very hard, though, 
and she had no time to herself except to sleep. Her duties 


not only included housework but milking cows and even 
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clesring out the barns. Mrs. M___ remained in the employ 
of these people until she was seventeen years of age, 
never once receiving so much as one month's wages for 
herself, but constantly working off her father's debt. 

At the age of seventeen, Mrs. M_married at the insis- 
tence of her mother, who had made a match for her. This 
was also a nefarious custom of those days. The man was 
fourteen years older than Mrs. M__, and practically a 
stranger to her, as she had only met him a few times. He 
hag always endeavoured to court her, but she had managed 
to evade him fairely well. However, her mother hastened 
matters and made all arrangements, as she wanted to see her 
daughter settled down for life. They were married in 
Cavalier. Immediately Mrs. M 'g real trouble began. 


Mrs. M__'s husband was a farmer. His father was 
dead, and his mother was dying of cancer and helpless in 
the farmhouse. This man was a farmer in name only, as 
Mrs. M__ soon fourid out. He was an inveterate loafer, and 
the farm was slowly going to wreck through his own negli- 
gence. Mrs. M: discovered early that the main reason 
he married her was to have someone to work far him and 
take care of his mother. Besides, she was young. As far 
as anything like love was concerned, this man did not know 
the meaning of it. His cruelty and conceit far overshadowed 


the plainest good attributes of the usually stolid class 


of farmer. He did not drink, but had a penchant for 
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vacations and trips. Whatever money came in was quickly 
acquired by him and spent for such ends. 

Mrs. M_'s life was far from pleasant. To make it 
more unpleasant, her mother-in-law proved to be a hellion. 
She very seldom had a kind word for Mrs. M__, and would 
shout, rave, and curse from her bed, at frequent intervals. 
Half of the mother-in-law's face was already eaten away. 
Mrs. M_ had to care for this. There were days she had 
to force her — food down.as she had become deathly sick 
caring for her mother-in-law. She could not bring herself 
to describe many of the details concerning the care of this 
woman. She states that the strongest of stomachs would 
stretch their linings to the heavens in repulsion. For 
eight years she cared for this woman and the worthless 
husband, doing light and heavy work, even plowing. For 
eight years she was sickened every summer by the canstant 
burning of sulphur in the house. Yhe sulphur had to be 
kept burning continually to keep the flies from the face 
of her mother-in-lew. 

At the end of eight years of married life, the mother- 
in-law died. The farm had practically gone to ruin, there 
was not enough money coming in to meet expenses, and the 
husband would not work. Mrs. M_ went to work as a cook 
in the hotel in Cavalier. She cooked there for three years. 
After that she started going from farm to farm cosking for 


harvesting crews during the harvest seasons. She would 


cook for as many as sixty-five men per day for periods 
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averaging six weeks straight. She kept this up for fifteen 
years. In between harvest times, she would cook at hotels 
and also large farms. She made and saved good money which 
was put in a joint bank account in Cavalier made out in 
her own name and that of her husband. Unfortunately, the 
account was so arranged that her husband could draw money 
-without her signature. This he did, and did it often, us- 
ing the money for long trips and vacations. 

At the end of fifteen years of this hard labor, Mrs. 
M_ gave birth to twins. One lived, the other was’ stillvorn. 
Shortly after the birth of the child, a girl, Mrs. M_ went 
to the bank to draw out money to pay the doctor and buy 
medicine. She was informed there was just exactly one dol- 
lar in the bank, and that her husband was away on a vaca- 
tion. She firmly made up her mind that this was positively 
the end. She concluded that twenty years of married life 
of this character was enough of a trial. She was very 
bitter; she was in poor physical condition and the still 
birth had been caused by overwork. Despite her physical 
condition she went back to work and saved enough money to 
get as far away as possible British Columbia. 

Mrs. M_ left Cavalier without seeing her husband. 
The run down farm was in her name. She was not interested-- 
she left it, and took her baby to Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia. In Vancouver she immediately secured work as a 


chambermaid in a hotel, where she worked for two years. 
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She then decided to come California where the cli- 
mate would be better for her child. Upon arriving in 
California, San Francisco, she started working by the day, 
waxing floors and cleaning house. She did this sort of 
work until 1924. 

By this time,she had saved enough money to enter in- 
to some kind of a small business venture, which she wanted 
to do so that she could be with kr daughter more and get 
away from the hard work which was beginning to take its toll. 
Therefore, she purchased a lease on a small apartment house. 
Between 1924 and 1930 she amassed around fifteen thousand 
dollars in successfully operating apartment houses. In 
1930 she started losing, and due to crooked manipulating 
by real estate operators and failing to consult attorneys, 
she has lost everything and is now living with a widow 
who is fairly well to do. This widow pays her twenty dol- 
lars per month as a companion, and also takes care of the 
needs of the daughter who is also living there and atten- 
ding high school here in San Francisco. 

Mrs, M__ bears no resentment for the way life has 
treated her and is quite happy and content over the heciess 
as she has a good home for life. Mrs. M_'s father and 
mother are both still living in Cavalier. Her father never 
became a citizen through fears that something of some cha- 
racter or other would crop up during the procedure which 
would have sent him back to Denmark where he would have been 


forced to serve his term in the navy. 
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DANISH 


Hans was born in Denmark; there were four 
children in the family. When Hans was seven years old, 
his father died, and his mother sold the farm and took 
her children to the city. 

It was the custom in those days to leave the 
property to the oldest child, and this child paid in- 
stallments to the rest of the children for the use of 
the farm. The other children going their own way. 

When Hans was thirteen years old and had 
finished grade school he asked his mother for permission 
to go out into theworld and make his own way. She grant- 
ed permission and he shippéd out on a Swedish merchant 
boat. He was hired as a cook, knowing absolutely 
nothing about cooking. The men geve him lessons and he 
worked from four o'clock in the morning till eight o'clock 
in the evening, and went to bed more dead than alive. The 
captain was unconcerned. He deve very few captains were 
fatherly souls. 

The next year he was promoted to deck work end 
received six dollars a month for this work. He shipped 
out on everything which sailed on water. During a storm 
one of the men had *ightened the port holes with a@ wrench. 
This made them so tight that one of them exploded and the 
thick glass flew over the place, a piece of glass cutting 


Hans’ chest and frightening the men almost to death. 
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Hans left one of his boats and wandered around 
South America. He was stranded because he could not speak 
the langusge. When the first Danish boat arrived in port 
he shipped out and this boat was headed for Canada. 
Reaching Canade he decided to homestead a farm, and with 
his buddy they homesteaded one hundred acres. They built 
a cabon sixteen feet by twenty feet, and picked potatoes 
for the farmers, on other farns. 

One of their neighbors was crazy, he ate moldy 
flour, raw pork, berries and mushrooms. This man did not 
like strangersand was afraid of everyone. One day he 
disappeared and when found was almost frozen to death. 

He was taken away. Shortly after the crazy man left, 
Hans decided to ship out again. This tine going to 
Seattle and from there to San Francisco. 

For the last fifteen years he has been going to 
Alaska to fish. The California Packing Company fleet 
take their men up north, paying them $150.00 for the 
trip. ‘hen they arrive they spend one month fixing nets 
an. boats. They are permitted to do private fishing for 
thenselves heroes and after the company's season. 

During the season they spend their entire time fishing for 
the compeny. They fish with nets for about eighteen or 
twenty hours, sleeping in the two man boats. On Wednes- 
day they come in and unload as rapidly as possible going 


out again for another catch, and coming in Saturday niet, 
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resting Sunday. They are paid nine and one-half cents 
per fish and must make the average of the company or 
they will not hire them the following year. Hans came 
back with some fish in crocks and seventeen hundred 
dollars in his pocket. He paid for his house and is 
now raising chickens, rabbits and a dog. He iikes 
farming and in his spare time he runs a crane unloading 
ships and meking more money. Someone at least has a 


job. 


1536 


%y 


edad quiere bis oie jig es ven ye i. 
. 5 BC: qasutaee eu? ‘36 SEoTo¥S extd pare ou i na 
ene0 ago . tay aateodtot ed seed ott ton fLte 3 
sianad’s reed Sree ‘Bae Bio” ) at tilt amok aan 4 ¢: c % 
at bay, oe eed edit “208 Blen ok + taxoog utd et ratte 
~ aoatt ‘ort Sek 2 ‘pies, ns Lddor ae 49 aia “eben wae ss 


ee. =. 
anibeolay orere. s coe ef omit erage ee ae pitt Be - 


2 


fy sou tees! te gROnmee «Yona mace ped he bee Sipe. ag 


Leopard E. Miller 
4221-37 

Edit - Holland 

4.—21-37 


RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY - DANISH 


In her 70's, plump, poised and patrician, Mrs. Dagmar 
Wiggers received me in her little Hollywood apartment with 
condescending dignity. Rich, but slightly threadbare tapes- 
try hung at the windows. In one corner stood an exquisite 
antique chest of drawers. On the chest was a beautifully 
illuminated triptych. Above this hung the painting of a 
girl in her early teens, well done in the manner of Zorn. 

"My confirmation painting,” she said, following my eye. 
"That was over 50 years ago.” 

ni found myself developing an inferiority complex. lHven 
a New York Graphic reporter would hesitate to ask her age. 
"T would like to learn something about conditions in Denmark 
when you were a child," I explained, "and your comparative 
impressions of this country," I felt that she would resent 
personal questions. I would read her own story between the 
lines. 

Mrs. Wiggers was born in Aarhus, where runic stones 
still stand in memory of Harold Bluetooth, the grandfather 
of Canute the Great. Here is Marselisborg castle, the King's 
summer residence. 

Her father was an important government official, and 
Dagmar was raised to be acutely conscious of the high social 


position of her family. At the age of 6, She entered an 
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exclusive private school for girls. Coeducation in those 
days was for the lower classes, in the public schools. 

The little girl was not allowed to play with public 
school children. There were occasional parties with friends 
of her own class, and schoolmates. These were usually birth- 
day celebrations--birthdays were always important occasions. 
And in the winter skating parties would be given. Yet amuse- 
ments were simple, and always well supervised. Simple games, 
Singing and dancing, cakes, cookies and sandwiches. 

Never was she allowed to stay up hee Life was a ser- 
ious matter, 'noblesse oblige' the guiding principle of her 
education. Lessons were to be learned not merely well, but 
perfectly. If the day's lessons were not Satisfactory, the 
teacher would go to the child's home, and tutor the child un- 
til the lesson was learned. And there was no play or recrea- 
tion until the teacher was satisfied. 

In Mrs. Wiggers' school there were about 16 to 18 girls 
ina class. School was held six days a week, with four 
weeks't vacation in the summer. Classes were held from 8:50 
in the morning to 2:30 in the afternoon, with home work in 
addition. But the result was that the children learned far 
more than children of the same age in this country, with its 
comparatively looser methods of instruction and less rigid 
standards of perfection. 

The study of English was begun at 6 years, aS soon as 


the child started to school. German was begun at 8, and 
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French at 11. Two foreign languages weré required, and the 
third was optional. But it was optional with the parents-- 
not the child. In those days in Denmark a child did what it 
was told, and. liked it. 

tT wo or three hours a week were devoted to religious in- 
struction, learning hymns, and the tenets of the Lutheran 
church. This was a legal requirement, as Denmark has a state 
religion. When she was 15 years old, she was confirmed in 
the church, got a new wardrobe and long dresses, and had her 
picture painted. 

But the girl still went to the same school until she was 
17 years ola. Yet she was given a little more freedom. As 
a child She was not allowed to eat in restaurants. Now she 
could go to a restaurant with her family, and be seen more 
in public. 

Considerable attention was given in the school to physi- 
cal education. Gymnastic exercises were given daily, and the 
girls were taught to dance, how to walk gracefully, and to 
Sit straight. A girl crossing her legs or slouching in her 
chair was severely reprimanded. 

Apparently the girl married soon after her graduation, 
her husband died, and the family suffered a reversal of for- 
tune. She took up typewriting when the typewriter was a 
novelty, and determined to be independent, over the shocked 
protest of her relatives. She moved to Copenhagen, and set 


up in 1897 the first typewriting office in that city, doing 
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public stenographic work and translations. She succeeded so 
well in this that she was able to give her daughter the same 
kind of education she herself had received. The only differ- 
ence was that she insisted on the little girl learning type- 
writing, and instilled in her the idea of independence. 

in 1925 came a chance to sell her business gt a good 
figure. In order to further her daughter's education by tra- 
vel, they came to New York, where they had relatives. 

The daughter had studied English only in school, and had 
never been abroad. Yet so thorough and efficient are foreign 
language courses in Denmark, that she had no difficulty in 
securing a position as stenographer with the Consolidated Gas 
Company in New York. 

The daughter liked this country, and wished to stay here. 
They lived in New York for eight years, and the daughter mar- 
ried an American, not of Danish descent, while in New York. 

Seven years ago the family came to California. The 
daughter and her husband live in San Pedro, while Mrs. Wig- 
gers lives in Hollywood. Apparently the son-in-law and she 
do not get along together. The daughter worked for a bank 
in San Pedro for a time, but is not working now. 

Mrs. Wiggers is not a citizen, and prefers to consider 
herself a Dane on a visit to the United States, despite the 
length of time she has been here. Nevertheless, she admits 
that it is doubtful whether she will ever be able to get back 


to Denmark. 
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As has been inferred, the old lady is highly intelligent, 
and has a clear conception of political and social differences 
between the two countries. Despite her aristocratic origin, 
She has a keen social sense. 

"Despite many disillusionments regarding this country," 
She said, "I was still shocked when I learned that a husband 
in California still has control over his wife's earnings. 
Women emerged from the dark ages long ago in Denmark. Also 
in Denmark there is less ecrudity in all classes. There is a 
Strong movement to bar American films frem,Demmearic, as they 
are considered to have a bad influence on children. 

"What this country needs is a sense of civic responsi- 
bility, an interest in the welfare of others. We in Denmrk 
have learned how to cooperate, and work together for the com- 
mon good. An employer in Denmark who would make his en- 
ployees work in unhealthful surroundings, for example, would 
not only be violating the law, but he would be held in con- 
tempt by his own class. The same with people in public of- 
fice. Any official who would do anything crooked in the 
Slightest degree, would be absolutely ostracised, as if he 
had committed a murder. 

"We Danes are proud of our country, proud of the progress 
we have made in Social welfare. Yet we have in our schools 
no such ritual as pledging allegiance to the flag. We would 
think it silly. To us patriotism means making Denmark a better 
place to live. But we really do it, not just talk about it 
like they do here." 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY - DANISH 


Jeppe Jensen was born in 1878, in the farming community 
of Ikast, a village not far from the city of Herning,Denmark,. 
His father owned a 300-acre farm, one of the largest in the 
district. On this farm, or "gaard," as it was called in Den- 
mark, Jeppe lived and worked, together with five brothers and 
four sisters, through most of his boyhood. 

Prior to his advent as a farmer, Jeppe's father had made a 
considerable fortune from the drygoods business in the city of 
Horsens. He also manufactured woolen outer wearing apparel, 
such as sweaters, hoods, mittens,etc. He was considered well- 
to=-doe His ambition, however, had always been to farm, for he 
had been raised on a farm himself, From the money he accumulated 
from his drygoods and manufacturing business, he was able to ac- 
quire a farm, which in size and character, was far above the 
average in Denmark. 

Of the 300 acres, about 200 acres were under cultivation, 
the remainder being used for pasture. Grain was the principal 
field crop, and was grown the year around. Rye was sown in 
the fall, so that it might lie in the snow-covered ground until 
spring, while barley and oats were seeded in March. Clover was 
grown for pasture. Threashing of the grain was usually done in 
June. The farm was stocked with 80 head of cattle, 100 sheep 
and 200 hogs. The pigs were kept in a brick structure, with 
an alley running the entire length to facilitate feeding. 

The front part of the pens were made of brick. In the rear 


were wooden platforms, raised six inches from the floor, which 
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afforded the pigs cleaner and dryer space. 

There were four buildings in the farm group, arranged in 
a continuous row, and connected with arched arcades. The liv- 
ing house was a substantial structure, 80 feet long, built of 
brick, with a high sloping tile roof. The other buildings had 
straw roofs. Two spare rooms in the family quarters were re- 
served for guests. Next to the guest rooms was a large hall 
used for dancing. There were three bedrooms for family use, 
with an extra room for the hired girls. The beds had regular 
bedsteads, with feather stuffed mattresses placed over slats. 
Woolen blankets were used for bedding. Two boys slept in a bed, 
as did the girls. The rooms all had wooden floors. The walls 
and ceilings of all the rooms, except the kitchen, were plas- 
terede 

In the center of the large living room was a round oak 
table with heavy oak chairs to match. The floor was without 
rugse On the walls hung many pictures, small photographs and 
oil paintings, arranged artistically, and several mirrors. A 
handsome sideboard stood at one side of the room, oraamented 
with decorated plates and cut glass. In another part of the 
room was a six-foot, seven-day clock. The kitchen had a brick 
oven for baking bread. A separate oven was used for baking 
cake. 

The area in front of the house was laid with cobblestones, 
The garden, at the rear of the house, was planted with flowers 
and fruit trees, apples, pears, plums and blackberries, straw+ 
berries and luscious yellow gooseberries, which grew in a soil 


of decomposed granite. A flagpole in the garden area flew the 
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Danish National colors on holidays, especially on June 5th, 

the Danish Independence Day. It was also the custom to fly the 
flag when a wedding or funeral occurred in the inmediate neigh- 
borhoode 

The brick milk house, with tile roof, was 50 feet long and 
50 feet wide. The main part of the floor was sunk three feet 
below the surface. Around the outside of the building was a 
cement platform. When the milk was ready to be skimmed, it was 
put into two-gallon rust proof sine pans, arranged along the 
platform. The man who did the skimming, passed along with a 
flat ladle, running the ladle around the pans, and putting the 
cream in a stone jar. The cream was then heated to a fixed 
temperature, and churned the following day. Before preparing 
the butter for shipment to England, it was given a thorough 
test for uniformity. 

An immense barn, with a driveway through the center,housed 
the cattle and horses. A portion of the barn was used for 
storing grain, packed away in bags and bundles. It was 200 
feet from the house to the rearmost building, where a merry-go- 
round was located. This was an apparatus to which horses were 
hitched for threashing the grain. Jeppe's father always had 
three or four hired men on the farm. The cattlemen slept in 
quarters next to the cattle stables, while those who cared for 
the horses had a room close to the horses, fRach summer, for 
a number of years, two storks made their nest near the barne A 
wagon wheel, erected on posts, and covered with sticks, was 


provided for them. 
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A typical meal on the Jensen farm was hulled barley or 
fruit soup: salted pork or meat balls, potatoes, carrots and 
cabbage. Rice pudding or custard for dessert. A breakfast 
consisted of barley mush, bread, butter and jam. A breakfast 
of hot cakes were served once or twice a week. The family ate 
five times each day. A light lunch of sandwiches and beer 
was served in mid-morning and mid-afternoon. All hands engaged 
in sleep from 1 until 2 o'clock p.m. each working day, as the 
hours of labor were from daylight to sundown. 

When Jeppe was ten years old he went to work on an uncle's 
farm of 100 acres, and with him went his youngest sister. He 
took care of the cattle until he was 14, then worked in the 


field. On this farm was a Dutch windmill, which furnished 


power for grinding the grain. At age 18, Jeppe was put in 


charge of the mill, and thereby reached the goal of his ambi- 
tion. There would be several days at a time when the wind would 
be insufficient to operate the mill. When the wind picked up 
again, Jeppe would have to work overtime, following these Tullis, 
to get caught up with his grinding. He found the food at his 
uncle's place much more to his liking. Until he was 17, he 
was given only pin money, his clothes and some trinkets for his 
labor. After that, he was paid a salary, amounting to about 
000 kroner a year. 

Jeppe tried three times to enlist in the Army, but each 
time he was turned down on account of varicose veins. In 1900, 
he went to work for a wholesale grocery house in Aarhaus, where 


his brother was also employed. They lived together in the same 
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building from which the business was conducted. Jeppe deliver- 
ed merchandise in a cart, which he pulled himself.. Often he 
had loads in the cart weighing several hundred pounds. 

Jeppe's mother was a hardworking devout woman, who cheer- 
fully assumed the greater responsibility for doing the cooking, 
washing and milking. When she managed to find time in the even- 
ing, she gathered the young children about her and told them 
stories from the books of Andersen and Ibsen. ‘When the 
neighbors would drop in, they were served schnapos. There was 
generally a tray ready with whiskey, glasses and cookies. 

Community dances were held frequently. Jeppe enjoyed 
dancing, as he did playing cards, croguet and handball. The 
family attended church either in the morning or evening. When 
entering the church, it was the rule to deposit pennies in the 
poor box always conspicuous at the door. One winter, the school 
building where Jeppe attended burned down. At first, the school 
children were quite jubilant at the prospect of a prolonged 
vacation. Their hopes were short lived, however, for arrange- 
ments were soon made for the children to attend school in an 
adjoining district, 

Jeppe believes that the outstanding event of his boyhood 
was his confirmation. From that time on he was looked upon as 
aman, with the privilege of wnbiet nd drinking, and otherwise 
indulging in the customs of grownups without being censured. 

But he had known what it was to smoke, under cover, before that 
time. He made the opportunity by smoking a home-made clay pipe, 
to which was attached a piece of rubber tube for a stem. Leaves 


took the place of tobacco. He often carried the pipe under his 
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coat, and puffed the smoke at opportune moments. 

While Jeppe lived on his uncle's farm, two of his cousins 
from Minnesota came to visit there. They were well-dressed 
and had every appearance of being prosperous. Jeppe was in- 
pressed by their swankish manner and air of confidence. From 
that moment on, America was destined to be his goal. He sailed 
from Copenhagen to New York, via Scotland and ireland), ; in 
1905, He had his ticket and $100 in cash. Seventeen days of 
rough, unpleasant sailing were experienced on the cattle boat. 
He thought the boat would surely sink during a storm which was 
encountered in the North Sea. Meals were served to the immi- 
grant passengers from kettles placed out on the open deck, 

Jeppe landed in New York on a Sunday morning. All of his 
personal belongings he carried in a canvas sack. He was quite 
exhausted from carrying the sack when the west-bound travelers 
were herded to the Chicago train. in Chicago, he was trans- 
ported from one station to another in a large bus, He arrived 
in Minneapolis with $1.25 in his pocket. At the Station, a 
burly Swedish policeman observed his apparent perplexity. Tak- 
ing Jeppe for a Scandinavian, he offered to assist his direct- 
jong. Jeppe was bound for the home of a cousin, who lived in 
the suburbs of the city. He was told to go to a neishboring 
store by the policeman, the owner of which he thought would 
probably know his cousin, and it proved to be true, 

Jeppe soon got a job on a dairy farm at $15 a month and 
his keep. He slept in the lay loft with another boy. From 


two little girls on the farm, he learned considerable English. 


They taught him a great deal from their school books. Anxious 
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to increase his earnings, he applied for work at the University 
farm. He borrowed a team of horses from his previous employer 
and plowed a field as a test of his ability, after which he was 
offered 325 a month for his services. One of his duties was 

to haul hay from a transfer company. The transfer man ’liked 
the way in which he handled the bales of hay, so he was immed- 
iately given another job. 

Jeppe began to mingle with his fellow workers, and soon 
began to go about with them. He attended vaudeville shows and 
frequented barrooms. A Swedish play he attended, "Ole Oleson," 
amused him considerably. 

In 1905, he went to North Dakota and selected a homestead. 
The KoneHeue fees and expenditures connected with this venture 
soon left him "broke" in Velma, where the land office was located. 
He went to work as a section hand with the railroad, earning 
$4.50 a day. He lived in the section house and had good food 
prepared by a Norwegian. From his earnings, he managed to rent 
a team of horses and a plow, with which he broke up ten acres 
of land on his homestead. When the ground froze up, he went 
back to work again with the section crew. When he needed a lit- 
tle money with which to further improve his homestead, he always 
had the railroad to fall back upon. After working a certain 
period of time, he was given a pass to Minneapolis and return. 

Jeppe sold his homestead in North Dakota soon after he 
had put 25 acres under cultivation. With the $5,000 he was paid 
for the land, he went to Canada and took up another homestead 
in the Edmonton district of Alberta. As he had acquired his 


American citizenship soon after coming to America, it was now 
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necessary for him to become a Canadian citizen in order to 
qualify for the Canadian homestead. He gradually took over 
more land on which to raise oats and wheat, until he had three- 
quarters of a section. He sold out in Canada in 1914 for 
(14,000, having previously sold a quarter section for 4,000. 
Jeppe came to Glendale, California, in 1916 and built a 
homée One year later he sold the home. He was married at the 
time the Glendale home was built. After selling, he went to 
Arcadia and bought a house and an acre of land. Ina sued, 
while, this place was also sold. He now owns a home in Arcadia 
on a through boulevard, and is engaged in raising poultry. 
Jeppe is again an American citizen. He has made several 
trips back to Canada, where he made his first real money in 
America, He also went to Denmark in 1920 from Canada. He 
attends the Highland Park Presbyterian Church, although he is 
not a member of the church. He was married by a Lutheran priest. 
He is a subscriber to "Time" magazine, and reads the 
daily newspapers, as well as the poultry journals. At the pre- 
sent time, he has about 1,000 hens on his placee He feels 
exceedingly grateful for the opportunities America has given 
him. He believes that he is especially favored by being per- 


mitted to live in California, 
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NOTES ON AAGE CHRISTIAN JENSEN. 


Born in Copenhagen, Denmark, on July 15, 1907, sage 
Christian Jensen, who now calls himself Albert Jensen, is the 
son of a middle-class, comfortably-wealthy doctor of medicine. 
His mother, also of the upper middle-class, was educated in 
the public and private schools. Aage Jensen is the second 
of four children. A younger brother is a resident of the 
United Stetes, naturalized and now employed as an assistant 
director of the National Youth Movement in Washington, D. ©. 
An older brother is first engineer of a Danish steamship, 
speaks no English, and has been in america for brief periods 
in line of duty. An older sister is a resident of Copenhagen, 
speaks little English, has never been to America, is married 
to an importer, and seldom corresponds with her brothers in 
America. Both the father and mother are now dead. 

Aage Jensen spent his boyhood in a Copenhagen apartment. 
at the age of seven he entered the Danish free public schools. 
The course is for seven years. At that time the high schools 
were private and costly, and only those in comfortable finan- 
cial circumstances could afford to send their children for 
higher education. Aage Jensen entered the private high school 
on a scholarship. However, his brothers and sister also 
attended, their tuition being paid by their father. 

The Danish high school course extends over a two year 


period, includes only the essentials of scholarship, offers no 
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athletics, and is recognized by American universities as rep- 
resenting the equivalent of the American four-year high school 
course. Aage Jensen graduated from high school with honors. 

Aage Jensen remembers little of his pre-school days at 
home. Although the Danish family-life is close-knit and, at 
least among the middle classes, abundant, there seems to have 
been little real warmth and understending between parents and 
children in the Jensen family. Rigid dicipline was enforced. 
The father, an expansive, hearty-eating, hearty-drinking man, 
provided well for his family, enjoyed his home, but was con- 
cerned only with adult problems and pleasures. The children 
never knew their father. The mother gave careful attention 
to her eriarens welfare, saw that they were adequately 
clothed and bathed, supervised their play and studies and took 
them on frequent outings. But Aage has no recollection of 
his mother singing him songs or telling him child's stories. 

In school he heard folk tales of his native land, and in 
Denmark there are many. He has now forgotten all of them, but 
recalls that Wotan.was the principal figure around which these 
stories were built, while Thor, the God of war, was second in 
importance. Strangely enough, Venish folklore does not feature 
tales of the sea, if Jensen's memory serves. 

Bicycling was a popular recreation and the principal means 
“et short-distance transportetion among adults as well as 
children. Residents of Copenhagen usually deserted the city 


in fine weather over week-ends, bicycling to near-by spots 
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in the woods or meadows for picnics, or to the various fine 
beaches. Sometimes longer trips were made by railway into the 
hinterland. Children of ten to fifteen years often made short 
excursions unsupervised by adults on picnics. 

Christmas was the principal holiday of the year. it began 
on Christmas eve, at which time gifts were exchanged. This 
was a greater celebration than in America, Jensen declares. 
Food was prepared in great quantities, sweetmeats were every- 
where in the house and wines and heavy liquors abounded. 
Relatives and friends passed in and out. of the house all evening 
long, bringing gifts of toys for the children, wines, linens, 
laces, cigars and sweetmeats for adults. Next day every church 
was filled. In Denmark the Luthern Church is the State reli- 
gious institution, receiving government support. iveryone, 
whether believer or not, usually attends on Christmas. The 
rest of the day, and the day following, was spent in feasting 
and drinking. The decorated Christmas tree is an important 
part of the celebration, and Jensen believes the custom of 
using a Christmas tree originated in Denmark. 

. Next in importance is the harvest feast in the fall, known 
as the Fastelavn. This is also celebrated with heavy banquets 
and liquors, but in other respects it resembles the Hallowe'en 


celebrations in America, with noisemakers, costume parades, 


masked balls, etc. 


Weddings and confirmation of the young in the Luthern 


church are occasions for great feasting and celebration. 
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These celebrations usually last at least one full day and 
often two. In the villages among the peasants - but not in 
Copenhagen :- funerals are even excuses for two or three-day 
feasts. Haster Sunday is an important holiday also, but un- 
like all the others, its religious aspect is more important 
than the feasting and celebration. As on Christmas Day, 
virtually everyone goes to church on Haster. 

In gramma schools gymnasium wes an important part of the 
life. The usual subjects, such as ES. writing, spelling, 
geography and history, were taught. The public elementary 
schools were not co-educational. Girls and boys occupied 
separate portions of the buildings. There were a few female 
teachers, but most of the teachers were men. Army officers 
taught important subjects, such as arithmatic. 

The high schools, which then were private, were co- 
educational, but with far fewer girls than boys attending. 
All the instructors were men, most ofthem were army officers. 
Dicipline was the keynote in school as well as at ‘home. 

Shortly after Aage Jensen entered high senor his mother 
died. Shortly after a housekeeper was acquired and later his 
father married her. Aage was displeaded with the arrangement, 
resenting the intrusion of the stranger. 

In early childhood he seems to have read only the usual 
books prescribed ee ate schools, but as he entered the high 
school he began reading more widely. some of the books which 


struck him particularly were Danish translations of American 
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authors. Popular in Denmerk were the works of Upton Sinclair, 
Jack London and Frank Norris. Jensen read everything avail- 
able by the latter ine authors. He did not become familiar 
with Upton Sinclair until some time after his arrival in 
America. He was deeply impressed with the American authors, 
the sence of space, newness and freedom of action and apparent 
lack of discipline appealing to his adolescent mind. At about 
this time the motion picture came to Denmark, and Aage became 
an avid addict, as did motst boys and girls of his age. With 

a half-formulated picture already in his mind of America, the 
cinema aided him in building a fantastic picture.already in 
his mind of America, the cinema aided him in building a fantas- 
tic picture of america. ‘The sense of newness, of great expan- 
sion and of space he gained from his reading. But Jensen 
attributes his real urge to see and live in America to the 
cinema. trom the pictures he gained a picture of great ease 
and plenty - indeed, of wealth - in the new country. He deter- 
mined to come to America upon completion of his studies in 

the high school. But impatient for havontere and dissatisfied 
vith conditions in his home, he shipped on a freighter bound 
for North and South America one summer during vacation. On 
that trip he saw the #astern shore of the United States for the 
first time, and spent one hour in an American city - Norfolk, 
Virginia. He recalls but one experience while there. ‘Yaking 
advantage of his brief shore leave, he boarded a streetcar to 


view the city. No sooner was he comfortably seated in the rear 
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of the car than a conductor approached him and addressed him 
in what seemed to him excited tones. Jenson, who believed he 
knew the English language from his high school studies, under- 
Stood not a word. Unsuccessful in making himself understood, - 
the conductor seized Aage Jensen by the collar and hastened him 
into the front section of the car. It was long afterward that 
Jensen learned he had been sitting in the "Jim Crow" section 

of the car, Seca aen are crime below the Mason end Dixon 
line. Jensen has never been below that line since and de- 
clares he never will. 

This was Jensen's first contact with american life and 
custom. It was not the last but it was perhaps one of the 
strongest in its effect on him.. For years he has collected 
photographs and newspaper clippings of lynching and other acts 
of mob violence as a result of this incident. Today he is 
Somewhat of anauthority on mob stupidity.’ Since these studies 
have been confined to America, he believes that stupidity is 
peculiar to American mobs. In Denmark when he lived there, 
he saw little evidence of mob at arye There was no depression 
and the mob was quiet. His only picture of the lower Danish 
classes is one of neat and very clean little cottages set 
against a picturesque lamdscape. 

After finishing his studies he came to «america to stay. 
Bearing letters to friends in Chicago, he made at once for 
that city. He arrived - aged about twenty - in a great boom 


period. He recalls the first day: After learning the direction 
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of the ceacoue he sought, he stopped at his first American 

soda lees end ordered a strawberry concoction, eager to 
begin at once participating in american customs. Unfortunate- 
ly, however, his strong Danish accent, which he still retains, 
made the first "r" in the word a “w", which aroused’ the contempt 
of the American-born soda fountain clerk, whose remarks finally 
resulted in changing the order to a chocolate soda, in which 
there are no "r’s." 

Jensen found the eaudees he sought, but discovered he was 
entering a Denmark transplanted to the new land. Soon after 
finding a job - Swift & Co. in the foreign department as a 
translator, at $30 a week - he left the Danish friends for a 
room in the "loop.* For several years he remained in Chicago, 
receiving wage increases when he grew restless. He recalls 
advertisements in the neti pen aan calling for men - even in- 
encuseneee men. The ads expressed a willingness on the part 
of the employers to “teach you at our expense - highest wages 
paid.” This was, indeed, the land of the cinema. 

Meanwhile, Jensen's younger brother had come to America 
and was employed in Detroit. Growing restless with the hum- 
drum life in an office, Jensen left, going to Detroit. But : 
the boom was over and he found difficulty in finding work. 
at last he found employment in the General Motors plant in the 
assembly line. Later he was an inspector. He disliked this 
work. 

Growing restless once again, and now seeking to improve 


his condition, he came west, after a period of traveling around 
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the country by freight train and on the highway. He arrived 
in Los éngeles. Long periods of waiting for a job - and then 


a place in a small restaurant as dishwasher for room and board. 


Leafing in disgust after a time, there would be other long 


waits - hunger- nights of sleeping in a park - worn clothing. 
and then another job as a janitor in a hotel. This continued 
for several years. Meantime, however, during those periods 
when a job was at hand , Jensen read widely, attended free eve- 
ning classes for adults, and finally began the study of sound 
engineering. His reading introduced him to the works of Upton 
Sinclair, and for a period of several years - years in which 
he was Starving and living in attics - he was a socialist. 
With the improvement of his condition through study, he gradu- 
ally threw off socialism and today his outlook is that of the 
complete iconoclast. He has never married, and declares him- 
self interested only in his own welfare. His principal ambition 
now is to think of a “scheme” (his own word) which will earn 
him a great deal of money at one time. He has not considered 
how he would occupy himself, once rich. 

His interests have narrowed as his ambitions narrowed. He 
reads little today besides "Time," the newsmagazine, whose edi- 
torial style pleases him and perhaps better than anything else 
expresses his attitude toward life. His interest in sound 
engineering arose from a deep conviction that if one is "in" 

a studio, he Mt rea ge easy grasp of huge salaries. «at one 


time he was a co-editor of a motion picture magazine, not 
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Bolley Weeien. Minorities In Los 
Angeles County - Danish. 
because of any interest in writing or editing, but because 
he believed it might be a “studio connection.” 

From time to time he has invested small sums in various 
stocks, hoping for quick rises. None of these attempts at 
wealth have been successful. Indeed, today he is employed 
as a researcher on the Federal Ricatre Project in Los Angeles. 
at present he is greatly interested in the New Deal, not be- 
cause it represents to him a worthy philosophy of government, 
but because his younger brother is employed by the Federal 
-Government in washington, and he has heard that young men are 
often employed by the Federal Government in Washington. 

Thus it will be seen that Aage Jensen - now Al Jensen - 
has become thoroughly Americanized. He associates with no 
Danes in Los Angeles, although he belongs to the Nordic Vivic 
League. He joined this organization at a time when he had a 
"scheme", the successful carrying out of which seemed contin- 
gent upon a connection with a native organization. He remains 
a member simply because he has never bothered to withdraw. He 
never attends and pays no sea 

About two years ago he became a citizen of the United 
States, at a time when a “scheme” made it necessary for him to 
be a citizen. te has never voted. ne has no interest in his 
native land and has no desire ever to return there. He corres- 
ponds with no one in Denmark. He remembers the country as 
being oppresive with dullness. “Everyone is stupid there,™ he 


says. “They think only of eating hugh twelve-course dinners 
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and drinking great quantities of liquor. Then they fall 
asleep in chairs, where they Seevdl- tite remainder of the day.* 

But he has no better opinion of Americans. whey “do ‘net * 
stuff themselves and sleep in a chair - but they clutter up 
the public parks eating picnic lunches, #darwand's scattering 
paper plates over the landscape. He dislikes the radio and 
the motion pictures, but he nevertheless attends the cinema 
regularly, not for its entertainment value but because it 
represents to him an opportunity for future wealth, and he 
Wishes to understand every phase of motion picture develop- 
ment. 

He still prefers America to Denmark, however. He declares 
that Denmark offers few opportunities to the ambitious but 
might be a pleasant place for a very old man with much money 
and We interests in life. Although disliking most of the 
people, nearly all of the customs and institutions of America, 
he has the strong conviction that he will one day succeed 
here in a financial way. He believes that, regardless of 
economie conditions in america, an alert, shrewd and intelli- 
gent man can make a fortune here. All persons whom he meets 
who are in distressed financial circumstances he believes 
stupid and deserving of their fate. He would have no hesita- - 
tion in trampling them underfoot still more to.further his own 
ends. He is inclined to be less harsh in considering his own 
present circumstances. ‘The proper moment simply has not yet 


arrived for him, but it will, and one day he will be rich. He 


o 
wa 


vit NJ OV <a 


a fist yor Yr ,toupti to seltitasrp tests aoliatch bas ~ 
“ : . 


me hehe 1° Y ? 
% , ) 
? ma 
‘ r ; ' Y 
’ + nyt an wrrd how Fe ser orks here mI wv eric greet ari ww wae ha iv aot geelses 
' iV as SB ae ‘ W342. EMU ts DR a2ee i OH {Oly 1 S3Oia 7 ag St cote er des 14, Wg, Set SF ky Se 
m 
1% i oe 
tt . * ry : , oh f : la 
A bh on oy te > ’ " Fie pe ne a} oe ee oS | ni, yey mo ee ol ~ 
+6 >) WOR iS a BAL OL LO MOLMIGOS Ted vy Of BB orl tua 
+ , \ 7 
wore ‘ 
iy 
‘ «& a r eo > o¢ 
Rae wet r Ts iF ) ~ BYR rj SO L8° DL iwvileeuens Piese - 
rte ve 
é . 
. \ 
* . - a pe r Jd 
1B iy pas ,CSHORsL OLROS Wats ; SLL) ods 
rhs y : Fi 
: } ta. ev gy Puan - er ineyT Le 
cme 7 Vode } ia 4 vd 4 « PS OS OSES. 1 RAL " \ | ARAL a tS 
" 
’ mn a ‘ : ‘ : i i re fe Ge 
i rs f < ao ,Ge wy ik DLPOM Giiv 
uM 
¥ .s Pu 
| * n 
; { a ¥ » oy t ox ou 
' : ‘ ‘ 4 V \. Ls Gi aes oil, Xa > set 
\ F 
fe Pa 
¥ , 
‘*! , 4 Qeeey a or 
Wy i % rtLAawrTrodtgoe Me win OF Bec Reestdet 
h , 
’ 
- 2 5 
J : ' ¥ Hrstarehrisy: oF eHow 
i 
Bes ; 
‘ a « 21745 
: 
a + . 
7 ; z - + porary a 7 » re iteres | Lae ch Aer f Cf iy | ee he 
pea hack, Oe ree fi } 9 Abul [Pies Ou BO wloetia ‘Ole Live. Su 
i ow 
| ; e) foes 20 SP iy 4 a 
a bee eo \e } Ae eee > ; pole beer « wor ve ee a ot, a mi ove Meal 
hy sion is ) ittoudtoggo wet ayerio atemiec tans 


hater Me Pal Bh 

we , ; ; ek Pag, Spe See oe ee ee ee eee ®t ee 

3 TLL STL Die DWHIgG .0 TAS Ae esi¢tena of enoitibsoo oimonreoe Y th) 
. : helen 
RY DOES PV ON aeidie tt Ha #) ‘“ 
O27 Bal Mao Sin ¥v 9H 4 : 


a 


. 


t.o¢ evom Elite f Bat, 


‘ 


bid anteebtemoo mt dered easel ed o¢ bealiont ai 


4 Lily 


Bolley Racial Minorities In Los 
Angeles County - Danish. 


will still have no more regard for America than he has today. 

If he succeeds, it will be because he is more ateltiaent than 
others. The others will have failed because they are stupid. 
If, by some strange chance, he should ever have pangs of con- 
science in his days of great wealth, he will extract his dossier 
of lynching data and read it over. At the end of an afternoon 
he will rise from his notebooks, his faith in his philosophy 

of superiority renewed, his social conscience as stulified as 
were the wits'of his forefathers after a hearty Christmas Day 


banquet. 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY - DANISH 


Kristen Rask has a smile that must have made him many 
friends. It grows slowly, but as it crinkles over his 
broad weatherbeahen face, the pale blue eyes beam and twinkle 
with good-fellowship. The deep wrinkles are cris-crossed 
with fine red lines, like a water-ways map of southern 
Louisiana. Although he weighs over 200 pounds, his heavy- 
set frame carries no excess fate Kristen Rask is as good 
aman today as when he sailed before the mast. 

“He was born in 1876, on a farm near Viborg, in Jutland, 
Denmark. His father was a tenant, operating the farm for 
thé owner--a nobleman in Viborge Kristen was the youngest 
of six children, and the entire family worked from dawn to 


dark, except when the children were attending school. ‘The 


_ work was hard, there was little labor saving machinery on 


farms in those days. Yet while the family belonged to the iS) 
peasant class, there was no lack of food in the house at any 
time. Hot bread was served two or three times a day, and 
before going to bed his mother made great piles of 'Smorrebrod'-- 
or sandwiches. He slept in a large bed with two of his bro-~ 
thers, underneath a thick, heavy down comforters. 

His mother often sang the smaller children to sleep, 
he believes, but being the youngest he has no clear recol- 


lection. He recalls no tales or stories. Holidays, however, 


were made much of, 
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The big day of the year was Christmas eve. The his 
mother brewed a black beer, great piles of small cakes were 
made, and the entire family gathered around the Christmas 
tree, hung with fruit, candy, and home made decorations. 
One fea ture was a large cake with a nut in ite The person 
getting the nut in his slice of cake received an additional 
present. 

On the day after Christmas and on New Years eve, visits 
were made to the neighbors. Church holidays were also ob- 
served, especially just before ne and one occuring some 
time after Easter. Birthdays were also celebrated with 
special feasts, and on his birthday the boy had a holiday, 
and was required to do no work, 


On holidays, and after school, he found time for usual 


recreations of a farm boy. There were many lakes around his 


home, and he enjoyed fishing, and paddling a raft which he 
and his friends had made, 

Confirmation was a big event in the 1lffe of a Danish boy 
or girl in those days. Kristen Rask remembers well how his 
father borrowed a fine carriage to drive him to the church. 
Then all the relatives came back to the house for a big 
dinner, and he was given a Imife, and the owner of the farm 
gave hima watch. "I'll show you the watch now", said Mr. 
Rask to me, jumping up with surprising agility for a man of 
his size and Age. He came out proudly displaying a large, 


Silver plated Swiss, still running, and showing the correct 
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time. “Every time I passed anyone on the street I pulled 


out my «watch to see what time it was", Mr. Rask laughed. 

"T had to have a new suit for confirmation, too," Mro 
Rask went on. "It was a heavy black suit, and I had heavy 
black horse=hide gloves with it. I had several days holiday 
after confirmation, and I spent them walking around Viborg, 
which wasn't a very big place, showing off. 

"When I was about 6 or 7 years of age, I started to 
school, It was a good school--a regular public school. 
It had a big gymnasium, and every one had to take a certain 
a mount of instruction in gymnastics. My teacher was. espec- 
jally interested in ground tumbling, and I learned to turn 
handssprings and back flips like a circus acrobat. School 
started with singing a song. We were taught the history of 
Denmark, but bhere was no special emphasis on patriotism as 
I recall. I went to this school until I was 14, and then I 
went to a technical high school at night for about a year, 
studying carpentry. 

"IT had always wanted to be a sailor--maybe I got the 


idea paddling around in the lake. I went to live with a 


relative in Copenhagen, worked as a carpenter's apprentice 


for a whide, and then shipped on a small windjammer as car- 
penter and general handy man. I followed the sea for about 
15 years, and then decided to settle down. I had a friend in. 
Rockford, Ill., so I went there and got a job in a furmiture 


factory. I worked there and in Belvidere, Ill. for a number 
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of years, and finally drifted out west about 10 years ago. 
I like Los Angeles, and expect to stay here the rest of my 
life. I saved up a little money, never married, and it 
doesn't take much to keep me. I doa little cabinet making 
now and then, but most of my time is spent reading, and visit- 
ing with my friends. 

"I decided to settle down int he United States because 
I felt there were better opportunities here to work, and I 
had a very close friend in Rockford. There was an incident, 
though, which almost made me change my minds 

"I signed off the ship in Boston, and towards evening 
was strolling thpough Boston Common. A man was seated on a 
bench dozing, when a big bruiser of a policeman came along 
and without a word whacked him on the feet with his club. 
I was really shocked. Not because I hadn't seen plenty of 
rough stuff in my life, but because I had heard so much about 
this being the land of the free, the rights of the common 
people, etc. It sort bf shattered my illusions. In Denmark, 
no policeman would dream of doing anything like that. If he 
did, the ee who saw it would probably seize him and take 
him to the station, thinking he had gone crazy. 

"I believe the police system in our cities is one of the 
things which seriously retards assimilation of the foreign 
born people, especially those which have a democratic govern= 


ment of their own, and are not accustomed to police brutality. 
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It destroys their illusionss, and their faith in the much 
talked about justice of American institutions. And those 
who come from less progressive countries get the impression 
that this government is just as corrupt as the one they lefte : | 
"Tl took out my citizenship papers in Illinois and am 
glad to be a citizen of the United States. However, I believe 
Denmark has progressed more in the last 20 or 50 years than 
the United States. 
"T would like to make a visit to the old country some 
time, but I don't know ie I will be able to. I belong to 
a Danish brotherhood, and occasionally go to a Danish Iutheran . 
church. I like to read a Danish newspaper when I get hold 
of one, though I do not subscribe. 
ry chief criticism of America is that they don't know 
how to cook in this country. I board with some Danish people, 
so it doesn't bother mee But it is true that the cheapest 
lunch room in Denmark serves better cooked food than you get 
in an expensive restaurant here. No wonder you see medicine 


for dyspepsia advertised everywherel" 
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HISTORY OF CHRIS SORENSON 

Chris Sorenson was born in the farming district of Heins- 
vig, state of Yylland, Denmark, in the year 1867. He was the 
fourth of seven children, five boys and two girls. He was 
reared on a 50-acre farm, to which his parents devoted their 
entire livese 

Although his principal occupation was farming, his father 
also followed the trade of blacksmithing. He maintained a 
blacksmith shop on the farm. Whenever neighbor farmers wanted 
their horses shod, or their farm implements and tools tempered 
or repaired, they brought them to his shop. 

From the soil was crown barley, oats, rye, buckwheat, 
clover and timothy. These crops provided food for the family 
and feed for the livestock, Because dairying was the major 
industry in the country, a string of not less than 12 milch 
cows were kept on the Sorensen farm. The cream was separated 
daily and sent to the creamery for churning. It was custom- 
ary for women to do the milking on Danish farms. Chris helped 
his mother by carrying the pails of milk to the house. It 
was also his mother's task to clean the pig and poultry pense 
Aside from 2 or 3 hogs, a variety of poultry -- chickens, 
ducks, geese -- furnished a plentiful supply of eggs and meat 
for the family table. 

The farm buildings, long and low, and sonstructed of beioKy 
were arranged in a square. The roofs were of straw. The front 


unit of the square was occupied by the family. It was separated | 
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from the other 3 units by a driveway, thus reducing the fire 
hazard. The remaining units, directly adjoined to each other, 
were used for stables, feed barn, tool shed and blacksmith 
shop. Of the many creeks in this section of Denmark, one cut 
immediately through the Sorensen farm at the farthermost end 
several hundred yards from the buildings. Water was pumped 
by hand from. a well, however, for all domestic use. There 
were enough fruits and vegetables raised on the place to meet 
all family needSe 

Chris started to school when he was seven years old. The 
brick schoolhouse was located about one-half mile from his 
homes ant ee like American boys, he learned his A B O's, then 
went on oan the common grade school subjects. The school- 
master conducted all of the classes in one PooOmle The girls 
were seated on one side of the room, and the boys on the other, 
in the same manner that even adults were segregated while 
attendingchurch, and other ceremonious gatheringse 

The school session was opened daily with a prayer offered 
by the schoolmaster, following which the pupils joined in 
winging either a sacred ons nateeoe ic hymn, .One of. the favor- 
ite songs Chris sang at school was "My Old Kentucky Home," sung 
in Danish, He was taught the Bible catechism and biblical 
history. Occasionally he was asked to memorize a hymn to be 
recited before the class. He went to school six days out of 
every week during the winter months, but from May through 
October, he was required to attend only one half-day session 
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But this release from his school lessons during the sum- 
mer months. meant only one thing to Chris -- more time to work 
on his father's farm. After his daily chores about the milking 
shed were finished, he eee most of his time in the fields, 
pasturing the cows and a band of 25 sheep. 

Chris was given all the home advantages that were possible 
within the limited means of his parents. His mother was a kind- 
ly christian woman. In spite of the fact that her life had been 
given to farm drudgery, she managed to have moments about the 
fireside with her children. Chris, as an infant, knew a 
mother's cradle lullabies. He had sat by his mother's side and 
heard from her lips the fanciful ates of Hans Christian Ander- 
sen. Later, and through his early boyhood, he reread the 
stories many times over. A line from a verse of a song fre- 
quently sung in the home, read: "Den signende dag med fryd vi 


ser." 


Chris did not attempt a complete translation into English, 
but signified that the sentiment was in tribute to a Beautiful 
Daye 

Chris attended the L theran churches ‘The salary of the 
‘minister was paid by the state, as were the salaries of all 
ministers of recognized denominations in Denmarke A direct 
tax was levied on all property owners for support of the Church, 
whether church members or note 
Chris! mother spun the wool and knitted his socks for him, 


It was the custom to have a tailor come into the home and make 


the coats, vests and trousers for the male members of the family. 
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The tailor would live in the home for the time required to 
make the clothes. He was given his room and board in addition 
to the fee for his services, He, also, brought with him an 
apprentice. At one time, the tailor would remain for two or 
three days and, again, for two or three weeks, depending upon 


the number of garments to be made. The average fee paid to the 


tailor for his annual visit was about six kroner, or $1.50. 


Chris wore knickers during his school days, but donned long 
trousers soon after he had finished school, He wore wooden 
shoes upon all occasions, excepting the summer days when he 
went barefooted. 


The Sorensen family partook of food five times daily. The 


heaviest meal was the nnontime dinner, when kale or pea Soup, 


meat, potatoes, rye bread and beer were generally served. For 
the mid-morning and mid-afternoon snack, it was usually a beef 
or pork sandwich and a bottle of beer, eaten in the field. Mush 
was most always served at breakfast. But the day never seemed 
brighter to Chris than when it was started with a bowl of pump-= 
ernickels This dish was prepared by soaking dark, coarse rye 
bread in home-brewed beer, and tooking it to a mush. It was 


eaten with milk or cream. Each working day, the hour from one 


to two was given over to rest and sleep. Even in the villages 


and towns storekeepers observed this hour of relaxation, 

When a Danish youth finished his grade schooling, it was 
to go on and fit himself for some practical trade, It may have 
been the yearly appearance of a tailor within Hiuaiawe home 
which influenced Chris to turn to tailoring as a trade, or it 


may have been some natural inclination, Anyway, when he was 
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fifteen years old, he went to Varde to serve a three year 
apprenticeship in preparation for his chosen vocation. During 
that period he earned no more than his room and board. Upon 
completion of his training, he was paid &50 in cash for his three 
years of service. 

Chris was obligated, under law of Denmark, to render eight 
months of military service to his Government. He decided upon 
this interval as an opportune time to fulfill that obligation. 
He gerrved wih full time in a military camp in the city of 
Fredericiae | 

Chris elected to establish himself in the tailoring busi- 
ness without delay. As soon as he was released from the army 
camp, he went to Gopenhagen, where he hired out as a journey 
man tailor with a master tailore A journeyman tailor was one 
who went from house to house, making up clothes in the home « 
The master tailor was of more advanced experience, and usually 
conducted his business from a fixed ilocation. As most of the 
trades were unionized in Denmark, even at that time, Chris was 
paid the standardized weekly wage of forty kroner ($10.00). 


His room and board, no longer furnished without charge, cost 


him about 75@ per day. 


Migration to a large city brought a great change in Chris! 
mode of living. While at home on the farm, his social con- 
tacts were mainly those with the members of neighboring farm 
families. Frequently, several families would assemble at one 
farm home for an exchange of gossip and a day of festivity, 
following Sunday worship at their community church, On these 


occasions, Chris and his comrades would indulge in outdoor 
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games and sports, such as croquet, running and leap-froge 
Birthdays in families generally called for special celebrations, 
and were considered highlights in their social activities. 
Christmas and Easter were the most elaborately observed of all 
holidays. 

But in Copenhagen, Chris! social life became more cosmo~ 
politan. His acquaintances and friendships were more transient 
and individual. No longer could he look forward, year after 
year, to meeting and mingling with the same people and groups-- 
people whose habits and customs were as fixed as the country- 
side which claimed them. ‘Life in the city was constantly 
changing - new faces, new companions; experiences that thrilled, 
then moved on; pleasures sweet, but fleeting. He had his 
moments of discouragement, as well -- moments when he longed 
for his home fireside again, and the kindly counsel of his 
father and mother. For recreation during his leisure hours, 
he played cards with others Be si boarding house, engaged in 
bowling matches, and patronized beer gardens. He had his 
romances, but they were of short duration. 

In Copenhagen, Chris had made casual acquaintance with a 
gailor who had completed numerous voyages to America. In the 
course of a year, they became good friends. Chris learned 
mach about America from his companion. And it was a bright 
colorful picture which had been painted for Chris by his friend. 
It was an old adage in Denmark that if one was born poor, he 

| would die poor. The saying may have been true, when ba cietien 
| to Denmark, Chris concluded, but if the eamtas told to him by 


| his sailor friend were correct, a man would not have to die poor 
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in Mreticas And Chris had faith in his friend. 

Soon after his twenty-fifth birthday, Chris began making 
definite preparations to go to the United States. The year 
was 1892. He had saved his earnings with America very mich in 
mind, After a few days visit with his parents at the old farm 
home, he sailed from Copenhagen for Leids, Scotland. From that 
point, he traveled by rail to Glasgow, where he boarded a New 
York-bound steamship. 

The voyage across the Atlantic was quite uneventful for 
Chris. No unfavorable weather was encountered during the 
nine days of 2 Traveling as he was in steerage, there 
was little for him to do but await his arrival on American 
soil. 

Chris had nothing but praise for the treatment he was 
accorded at the hands of the immigration officials, while mak- 
ing entry to the United States. His own experience served to 
discredit subsequent reports which came to him of inhumane 
handling of immigrants at Ellis Island. He was staggered at the 
greatness of New York, even though he witnessed it meagerly. 

The city of reality far exceeded the mind picture he had pre=- 
viously painted. 

A personal welcome to America was extended to him by a 
Danish minister, who met the incoming Danish immigrants, and 
gave them first hand instructions and advice. Chris was taken 
almost inmediately by the minister to an employment office in 
the vicinity of the Battery, where he succeeded in getting a 
job as tailor. He went to work the next morning in a shop on 


Sixth Avenue. 
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RW. Black-10/15/36 Racial Minorities Survey-Danish 
One of the first things Chris leanned about New York was. 
where he could get all of the Irish stew, coffee and rice pud- 


ding that he could possibly consume for twenty-five cents. And 


for one whole month he ate Irish stew and rice pudding with his 


coffee. Eventually, he discovered that other items of food 


might be procured in American restaurants, and he learned the 


knack of ordering them by name. 650, gradually, Chris expanded 


and diversified his diet. But many moons came and went before 
he felt inclined to order Irish stew again. 

Chris was employed at the tailoring shop on a piece basise 
He remained at the one job for eight years without a break in 


his servicee During the greater part of his stay in New York 


he lived in a modest rooming house, where he obtained his board 


under the same roof. From the first day that he went to work, 


he was able to earn double the amount of money that he had 


earned before coming to Americae 


He had two brothers who had preceded him to America. They 
had established themselves at the dairy business in the vicinity 
of Superior, Wisconsin. In 1901, Chris went to that state to 
visit the brothers. He had already imbibed some of the Westward 
Ho spirit. He found enough encouragement there to decide him 
against returning to New Yorke 

He succeeded in getting employment in a Superior tailoring 
establishment almost as soon as he had decided to remain there. 
He followed his trade in that city for eighteen years, having 
but three employers during the entire period. In 1920, he went 


to the west coast and took up his trade again in Seattle. 
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-He arrived in that city with accumulated savings of several 


thousand dollars, part of which he invested in Seattle real 
estate. Among his substantial acquaintances in the northwest 
was Ole Hansen, who, while mayor of Seattle, gained considerable 
national publicity during violent labor disturbances in that 
ete 

Chris sold his property in Seattle in 1928, just when real 
estate values were approaching their highest peak. He began to 
look about for an appropriate place in which to invest his neon 
fits from the sale of his real estate, His two Wisconsin bro- 
thers had come to California about the time that he had gone to 
Seattle. Attracted by the opportunities offered in the poultry- 
raising industry, the two brothers bought an acre of ground uel 
@rcadia, southern California, on which they built a large at- 
tractive home, and erected a modern poultry plant. The plant was 
equipped to handle 2000 white Leghorn laying hens. 

Chris had reached the age where retirement from a too 
active occupation was not far distant. He was also looking to a 
permanent home in which to spend his declining years, and one 
which would offer him means of support at the same time. 

His brothers’ at Arcadia opened the way for him to assume 
an interestimg in their poultry business. This appeared to 
Chris to be just the opportunity he was seeking. So he joined 
his brothers in partnership. With the aid of his finances, 
the plant was soon enlarged to a 4,000 hen capacity, eve bande 
on which they are operating today. The average daily production 


of the plant is 3,000 eggs; the low is 1,500, 
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The Sorensen poultry plant is considered one of the finest 
in the Arcadia district, and one of the most profitable. The 
appearance of the poultry houses and yards reflect high credit 
to the perseverance of the brothers, and the standard of clean- 
Jiness maintained throughout the entire plant. If the farm 
premises on which they were raised in Denmark were kept as clean 
and wholesome as is their present day poultry plant, it is 
small wenden that the family was able to live in comfort with 
only a driveway separating the living quarters from the cow 
stables. It may be safely said that the 3,000 hens live under 


sanitary conditions as favorable as do the operators of the 


plant themselves. 


One of the brothers passed away several years ago, leaving 
Chris and his brother Peter the sole managers of the business. 
Peter is married, therefore the home has an efficient house- 
keeper and manager. The same degree of orderliness may be ob- 
served over every foot of the acre ranch. - | 

Chris has a high regard for the American form of govern- 
ment and all American institutions, If he feels critical to- 
ward any of them, that criticism is tempered by the good things 
which living in America has brought to him. Over the desk in 
the office from which he conducts his business, hangs a picture 
of Woodrow Wilson. The reverence and gratitude which Chris 
holds for the memory of the late ex-president was exemplified 
4n his narration of an historical episode. 

Chris! father sefved in the’ Danish Army through the year 


1863-4, while Denmark was at war with Germany. Chris has vivid 


pecollections of his father citing to him the stirring events 
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4 


/ of those fateful days. As a result of the peace treaty which 


followed that war, certain territory controlled by Denmark 

reverted to Germany. When the provisions of the Versailles 

Treaty were up for discussion, following the close of the World | 

War, President Wilson attempted to bring about an equitable re- 

adjustment of the territorial acaqvisitions of Germany from Den= / 

mark, It was with deep feeling of respect that Chris spoke of ' 

the efforts of Woodrow Wilson to restore to Denmark portions 

of territory lost to Germany by the earlier war. It was the fair- 

ness which President Wilson displayed toward both Denmark ahd 

Germany, in his approach to the situation, which evoked the ad-= 
 miration of Chris. 

Chris! business suffered materially through the depression, 

as did the egg producers in general. While admitting a brighter 

outlook for poultrymen, he believes that his complete salvation 

rests pon the election of the Republican nominee for President, 

Alf M. Landon. He places upon the Roosevelt Administration the 

responsibility for ovePburdening all types of business through 

taxation. He also fears that the present Administration at 
Washington trends toward Communism. And he has little regard for 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY - DANISH 


John (in Danish Johan) Andersen was born June 27, 1684, 
at Them, Jutland, which is near the center of Denmark. In the 


early part of his life, his father was a brickmason but later 


took up photography. At the time his father began photogra- 


phy dry plates were not in use so it was necessary to put a 
chemical solution on the plates to take the pictures and de- 
velop them. Later, when dry plates came into use, he contin- 
ued to make his own and also to prepare his own paper for the 
picture prints. | 
John's father had been planning for many years to migrate 

as America to take advantage of the opportunities which this 
country was ‘reputed to have in store for industrious people, 
so he talked incessantly about this "promised land". He had 
heard about the climates of California and Florida, and had 
planned to live in one or the other. He studied English most- 
ly at home, and John joined him in these studies. As a re- 
sult, John had a good start in English before leaving Denmark, 
and today speaks English without the slightest accent. How- 
ever, when his father was about ready to leave for America he 
developed a bone infection and had to undergo an operation, 

which made him unfit to begin life anew in a strange land, so 
he abandoned the idea. He still lives in Denmark and is now 
90 years old. 


John's grandfather's name was Anders Weaver. At the time 
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John's father wes born it was the custom for a son to take 
his father's first name and add "sen" to it, and that became 
the son's last name. Thus, Andersen became the last name of 
John's father; his given name was Laurs. If that practice 
ne continued, John's last name would have been Tatesen or 
Larsen. But just about the time John was born this practice - 
was discontinued, and John took the same last name that his 
father had--Andersen. 

His mother's family lived in the same community in which 
his father was reared, and her father was a wooden shoemaker. 
He kept bees for recreation. 

At this point in the interview Mr. ee home: told about 
old age pensions in Denmark. In that country any person who 
lives to the age of 60 without being upon public charity, 
automatically, is eligible to receive an old age pension, but 
if he has found it necessary to receive public charity before 
arriving at that age, he must remain a charity case the re- 
mainder of his life. The old age pension is not considered 
charity, and no questions,are asked as to the property owned 
by the applicant, or the extent of his income or ability to 
work and earn @ living. Mr. Andersen does not know the amount 
given each individual who has reached the age of 60. 

John is musically’ inclined and played an accordion at the 
age of five. He now plays the chromatic accordion, violin 
flute, cornet and alto, as well as several novelty instruments, 


all by ear. He sometimes plays in dance orchestras, - Hes never 
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had instruction in instrumental music. Music is his chief 
hobby. He remembers hearing his mother sing church hymns. 


They sang much in school. One song which he remembers is 


"King Christian Stood by Lofty Mast". 


He had one year of preschool training which started when 
he was six, and was taught to read during that year. He en- 
tered regular public school at seven, which was the legal age, 
and attended the public schools until We was 14, when he grad- 
vated. The last.six months were under Lutheran church direc~ 
tion, his parents being members of that church. In the public 
school he had the same subject® that are taught here, to which 
were added religious studies, which took up about half of his 


study hours. Every week he was required to learn a new hymn 


and more Bible history. Outside of the religious instruction, 


much time was spent on music. 

It was a one-room village school which he attended, and 
the teachers were mostly men. He finished his public school- 
ing at 133 years of age, and spent six months in preparation 
for confirmation in the Lutheran church. He studied chemistry 
with his father, and is yet interested in that subject. At 
the age of 20, those who had not done well in school could at- 
tend a special school for six months, with government aid, 
put John wes not of this class. 

There were six children in the family--two girls and four 
boys. John was the second child. At the age of 10% he went 


to a farm and hired out for six months during the summer, for 
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which he received 12 crowns (12 quarters), all the wooden 
shoes he could wear out, and his employer also fed him. During 
this time he walked three miles through the woods without any 
path to school, which opened at 7.4. Me and continued until 1 
p.m. Then he went back to work. He worked until 9250p. me, 
chopping wood, feeding stock, caring for the children, such 
like duties. 

This farm, like most others in the community, was a dairy 
farm. Part of his work consisted of cleaning out the barn and 
staking out the cows. He slept ina work shop at the end of 
a building in which pigs were kept, and the place was so in- 
teated with rats that they often ran over the bed. Sometimes 
he baited a fish hook with salt pork and with a string attach- 
ed it to a small wagon. The rats were so large they would 
pull the wagon across the room. On some farms a bedroom ad- 
joined a cow or horse barn. 

Both Andersen's little fingers became crooked from hold- 
ing wheelbarrow handles during the time which he worked on 
farms, and they are peculiarly crooked to this day. The hours 
of labor while he was a regular farm hand were from 4:30 4. mM. 
to 9 p. me, but an hour or more of that time was spent taking 
a "nap" in the barn after the noonday meal. 

The food was very plain and consisted entirely of coarse 
varieties. All the household ate soup oubiof a ereat bowl | 


placed in the center of the table. Bread was baked only once 


a month, mostly of rye flour. The dough was made in a large 
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trough, and after the bread was baked it was stored in this 
trough until it was all eaten. On the farms where he worked 
they never drank water, but used light beer or ale. The far- 
mers grew their own hops, and the beer and ale were homemade. 
After coming to America he ate so much white bread, cakes, 
pies, etc., that the menus seemed to him like the party din- 
ners in Denmark. As a result of this refined diet in America, 
his stomach became disordered, and he corrected it by going 
paok to the rougher foods. 

Clothing worn in Denmark was not very different from 
that worn in America. 

“John seldom engaged in sports. In school, during the one 
daily recess, the children played a rude form of baseball, in 
which they had only two bases, used a rubber ball and had to 
hit the runner with the ball in order to put him out. Cycling 
was a leading sport, and bicycles were used extensively for 
traveling, but they cost so much that not everybody could af- 
ford to own one. The price of an ordinary cycle was around 
200 crowns, or $50. They were mostly American made. Winter 
sports were skating and some tobogganing, as there were a few 
hills and many lakes and ponds. 

At 15 Andersen began to learn the harness trade, at which 
he worked one year without pay, not even his board. Then he 
spent one year on a farm doing a man's work and receiving a 
man's pay. Since training for military service did not begin 


until the recruit was 22, he escaped that. 
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Nearly every farm had a peat bog, from which was obtain- 
ed fue] for family use. Peat is decayed vegetation, like 
coal, but not as hard, and is black in color. The best kind 
coula be cut into bricks. If not so good in quality, it was 
tramped down with the feet and then moulded it into bricks. 
It was a good fuel put had a disagreeable odor. 

Most of the roofs on the homes were thatched with rye 
straw, sewed on with rye straw rope made by the women in the 
winter time. Sod was placed around the edges of the roof to 
help hold the roof in place. A roof made in this manner will 
shea water and last for many years, Mr. Andersen says. 

The stork was a customary bird about a home in Denmark 
when John lived there. It was customary to place an old wagon 


wheel on top of the home or ohe of the other buildings , and 


storks would immediately take up residence on the wheel, after 


they had made a nest on it. There was usually a scramble 
among the storks for these "locations" for their homes, and 
Sometimes some fighting, because there were seldom enough wag- 
on wheels to provide "building sites" for all the storks 

which wanted to construct hpmes. One time John had an over- 
powering curiosity to see just exactly what a stork's nest 
looked like at close range. He climbed to the roof and walk- 
ed up to the nest at a time when Mrs. Stork a etoiatind to be in. 
The stork is usually a peaceable, harmless bird, but this one 
seemed to resent John's intrusion on the privacy of her home, 


and went at him so ferociously that he had to run, and almost 
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fell from the roof. The storks add more brush to the nests 
rey year, until they become so big that the wind blows them 
off the roofse Full-sized farm wagons are required to carry 
them away. Mrs. Andersen preeillys me some pictures of the old 
home in Denmark, taken by John's father, and the stork on the 
house was always a conspicuous feature. 

Some of these pictures were interior scenes of the home, 
which was artistically draped and furnished. The pictures in- 
dicate that John's father was an intellectual man. He had a 
rather professional appearance. Some of the pictures showed 
outdoor scenes, which included dense shrubbery and some brook- 
lets. The pictures were made to be viewed through a stereo- 
scope. 

At the age of 12 John had fully made up his mind to go 
to America, but was not able to obtain enough money to buy 4 
ticket until he was 17, then his father lent him the money. 
He left Denmark in 1902, at the age of 1’. 

He embarked for the voyage at Esbjerg, and traveled in 4 
lower deck, below the water line. Landing at Halifax, N. 6., 
he traveled via the Canadian Pacific, to Toronto and on to 
Detroit. His destination was Utica, Ill., where he had 
friends. They gave hima job in a cement mill, and after a 
year he hired out as a farm "hand" for a year and one-half. 
Due to his study of the English language with his father's 
aid, he was able to converse freely with anyone he met almost 


from the day he arrived in America, and most people would not 


Te, of 


1 a 
q ‘ 


Tan awe Baal G 


Silt > cy, 
pint ae iM 


ey pa 


ie. List bing 


fe Eood 


- 


auieh So vibe | AP Be nie. i ~ wel s “| 1 
atesn ent of tfeoxd etom bbs exnivore el 


Tad 2 uw ay 1 


i! tony ewold boiw end Tadd gid oe -emmHdd year isan ~ neey reve. 


| INGO oF HOTLIST OTe aNOCREW MIBT Des ce Line 6 gicoe eds Tro 
n . x = ¥ 
f ~ ' 
hv iz ; ; i et le el ache tat Aw thee 0 ry), ows al 5 
Y blo olf to Betutdoia enos om-bewoe aoevehnA .8t .yews med?’ 
, f . ' A r a 
¥ si ee 4 f 5 et f es cai a pe ey) rey me cs “at ey aber Gr Me “a ' 
: @ihiw’ tho a yh Adit hig TA ASL. & Peed » VO Tiago . Seu mt ect 
. ¥ % ; big wh ite walt 4 : is ) Pe rs chr hia eal ‘i " ; 1) 
; ¥ sOTU TRO? GVOUOLCEHIOO Beye ita Baw seron Te Tae 
. ni a 
hae DP ev }. aa 
4 : ‘ L®). x \ OL Le elt 2 SI Sagniw 20. OMOm =. ; 
y | 
} ) 
wit T A I on Pe ays 7 : eter { } | V ful iL OL Se a a ‘ oLinw } 
1 rer ’ iT ” ) » " " T ~ } J 
Pee % dea ar: 2h a | tSt es adot. chad feorS Teh 
hewors fetusole@ erd Jo emo -OUCATLOT CR LEMOLEBOTO“gG 16 SHOR best 
‘ { ) ery of fief behulonl mp tiow ,.8eneo8@ To0obIgS f 
‘ ‘ Y . Puc ’ ’ i Ley as al be f 4 or a tay i] ve if rT © 7. J i * 
oy oy CHE oearke for ak it) ti bl VR WG? £ V Wh of kh ‘ YRC , ey L Go" eT SS se +e) it I: ‘ om) Ae a i $ at . i vl 


Rar: ‘ ! : ; sOGOo8 : ae 


; , +. - yoga ‘ie “i ‘ . nt 7 
OM Ho. OLE Gy OSH VILL 280 fou aL LO OS eng cA ; 
27 b a a “ 
: atten. aS WLM an Se ty ch wih ol ra? Se ‘ ‘ ae dae % - eit. Sie 
| ey FOCI ORS - FOTO fide hd oY O&Lds tor Baw gs rf ‘ BO £°TE Te Pa a no bieea 
: py! A 


or 


oe 
/ Vernon edt mid goel vodtst eld mente _ VL eew od. pe ert gevokd | atten 
a i‘ ry 4 ’ ‘ — aie ae ‘ 


.) ,V¥L to.¢ 38 off oO FS : OGL at drei Oo otew, eH “ ‘We i, 
f , " r : ‘ben fal : ‘ 
ey , ~ eam . f en aa lane 

é 8 ef belevets bose ‘Ta, Cak SR OAeVoOY eh ToT bez rt haa Of Gy id pra \ |. a 
‘ By bie NEU eS i) an bis AS Shi Sy. Bi ee ie | i nM 
4 pias ~Xetel aa miooed- .egttl tedew edt woled ‘ ped xewol as ii 


fi 4 ; y dive as , ea 


Mh ov mo bas otmotolT of oltfosd natbensd edt siv be Levine Ce 
: ' § . 


bed. ed axedw ,, ff , sols) eaw waa icbaopab ies etH 
hy | ee ae er nw '® a pa ee | 4 
& rerio bret, [iin whemeo-8 mt do, & 6 mid ov By vent ye 


sifafe-onto Soe teey 8 tot Vcantighiitl. rret | / 88 oye be 


etoddet eid itiw. esses ed Heb sant oe ud vbude 


teomls wom out exoyse 114-bW vieer? 6 


aa 


labs bee ine Bf 


aah 
ita 


Berkley Walker Racial Minorities Survey 
10-28-36 Danish 

Edit - Love 

10-29-36 


believe his residence here had been of so short duration. 

While he was working as a farm hand at Utica, he had a 
fellow Danish worker who was not so well versed in English and 
this was the cause of a rather amusing incident. The farmer 
told the Dane to "grease the wagon". Well, in Danish, gris 
(pronounced grease) means pig. The farmer left the Dane, and 
when he returned some time later, expecting to find the wagon 
greased, he instead found that the Dane had loaded all the 
Cory the wagon. 

John did not like Illinois, and as California had been 
his objective when he left Denmark, after two and one-half 
years in Illinois, he came to Los Angeles in 1905. He had 
been told that he could get a secondhand ticket cheap at 

Chicago. He went there and purchased one but saved only a few 
“ aollars, put this purchase caused him much worry and trouble 
on the road. It was the return portion of a round-trip ticket 
from San Francisco to Chicago which he purchased, and should 
have been used by the original purehaser, whose name John had 
to Sign at frequent intervals on the road. He had to prevari- 
cate about using the first half of the ticket. He was asked 
to tell what route he had traveled going east. This was @ 
hard question to be answered by & newcomer in this land and 
‘this seemed to be the root of his trouble. When he reacwed 
‘Galt Lake City the conductor told him there was something ir- 
regular about the ticket, -and took it up. He gave John 4 slip 


of paper instead. On this he rode as far as Daggett. There 
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the conductor told him to get off the train. He got off, but 
Daggett did not look good to him, so he got back on and tried 
to hide, but the conductor found him, and he paid his fare to 
Los Angeles, arriving here with only $2.00-in his pocket. 

He managed to get a few dollars refund on the scalper's 
ticket, a few days later, and eked hit an existence og that 
money for a week. Then, through an employment office, he ob- 
tained night work in a creamery located between Eleventh and 
Twelfth Streets on San Pedro Street. At that time horses were 
stabled on this Road’ but no cows were kept there. He re- 
ceived $30 a month and board and was thankful for that, as 
times were very bad in Los Angeles just then, and many men 
were idle on the streets. The dairy was a farmers’ mutual 
creamery called The Glen Holly Dairy Company. Later, he work- 
ed in the pasteurizing department, and afterward at testing 
for butterfat. For six months he was a night foreman. in atf- 
ter years he worked 14 years for the California Creamery & 
Butter Company, now the Golden State, and later was with the 
Crescent Creamery Company. 

In 1906, he married a Swedish girl, and they had three 
children. He then worked five years for what is now the Colunm- 
bia Steel Corporation at Torrance, and was raised to a labor 
boss there. ‘He walked each day two miles from and to his home 
in Lomita, and worked 12 hours each night during the war. Due 
to illness of his wife and himself he spent all of his life's 


earnings, and his wife died. 
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He then went to Long Beach and operated a 20-cow dairy 
of his own for 18 months, after which sold out, and started 
to learn the shoemaking trade in a shop in Hawthorne. He 
bought this shop after six and one-half days service, and 
learned the trade in his own shop. His one year's experience 
in the harness shop during his boyhood perhaps helped him con- 
siderably in learning the shoemaking trade. A year after he 
bought the shop he put in a $7,000 stock of shoes and did well 
until the depression struck. He sold his stock for $2,000. 

He still does repairing and employs one man. 

In 1925 he married again, this time an American woman, 4 
widow. Without children, and a native Californian. He has one 
child by his second wife, who is of the refined type. 

Mr. Andersen says America has come fully up to his expec- 
tations, and that anyone can talk as much as they want to 
about the downtrodden common people here, but if they want to 
see what “downtrodden” wgenee they should go to some European 
country. He is confident we now have the best government in 
the world, although it may be possible to improve it. 

The Golden Rule is his only religion. He knows nothing 
about God or the accent ewes and does not believe anybody else 
knows anything about it. The Bible means no more to him than 
the Koran. He does not deny the existence of a God, but does 
not know anything about it. 

He uses a dictionary 4 great aeal and has one in his shoe- 


shop aS well as well as one in his home. He works on crossword 
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puzzles, and studies an atlas and an encyclopedia. 


The family have no customs that are not American. He 


reads no Danish papers and is not especially interested in 


Denmark or Danish people. 

| In Denmark, by lantern-light he read Hans Christian An- 
dersen's Fairy Tales, Robinson Crusoe, Uncle Tom's Cabin, 
Oliver Twist, Around the World in Highty Days and Treasure 
Islend (in Denmark called Capt. Flint's Treasure). All these 
were translations into Danish. 

In this country he has enjoyed reading the following 
authors: Robert Louis. Stevenson, W. C. Tuttle, James B. Hen- 
dricks, Charles Dickens. He reads light fiction and is much 
interested in the Geographic Magazine, but the dictionary is 
his favorite book. 

He is a Democrat. He likes the Daily News but reads, 
also, the Examiner. His family does not belong to any club, 
lodge or church. 

Since he was only 18 years old when he arrived in the 
United States, it was only necessary for him to ask for his 


final citizenship papers when he was twenty-one. He did not 


have to take out first papers. 


The Andersens live at 243 East Massachusetts Avenue, Haw-~ 
thorne, in a home which he owns, clear, and has an acre chicken 
ranch and another house, clear. He also has the two-man shoe- 
Shop and a business building of three store rooms, which is 


paying for itself, and money in the bank. 
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\ Mr. Andersen states that he has already reached his goal, 
_ does not care to become rich, and just wants to be able to 
work or not work, whichever he cares to do. He loves his shop 
and he loves his home, he says, and does not care for any 
change in his present status. Home life seems to be very sat- 
isfactory. He does not expect to even visit Denmark. / Some 
time ago their little girl went to a Sunday School, and the 
teacher told her that Heaven is a place where everything is 
perfect, so her parents told the child they would try to make 
their home such a place. It appears that his wife and child 
are contributing greatly to Andersen's contentment. 

From letters which he receives from Denmark he learns 
that automobiles and gasoline, both of which are imported to 
that country, are very high in price; that licenses and taxes, 
which were high when he lived there, are still high. His sis- { 
ter and husband went back 12 years ago and could not rent a 
house, because they were Supposed to have money, because they d 
had come from America, so they were compelled to invest their | 
money in a home in order to have a place to live. High taxes 


and no work broke them, and they lost their home. 
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RACIAL MINORITY SURVEY-DANISH 


"when I turn back to my boyhood days in Denmark, I can 
see little but work, work, work. That is the story of about 
every boy who was raised on a poor man's farm in that coun- 
try. And my father was a very poor farmer. I don't mean that 
he didn't know how to farm. He did the best any man could do 
with nothing to do with. Anything any of us ever had, my 
father had to wring, by the sweat of his brow, out of the land 
he spent his life on. And all the rest of us had to sweat, i 
too, to help him make ends meet. We had a forty-five acre a . 
farm -- it would be about that figured in American acres, a 
guess. Tt wasn't the best kind of land. Much of it was hilly, ; 
and some of it was chalk land. Guess you've heard of the 
chalk cliffs of England and Treland, haven't you? Well, there 
@aavallopeor ‘that kindvor land in my father's farm. Father, 
always wanted a better farm, but he never got enough money to 
buy ite | 
"Our farm was on the island of Moen. I was porn there in 
1866. There were three other boys, and five girls, which made 
nine children. But not nine of us lived at the same time. Two 
died when they were small babies, or not much more than babies. 
If you know how one farm family lived, you yust about know all 
of them. As far as I know, they did about the same things 
every day, and lived the same waye You can be safe on one 
thing, They'll all tell you they had to work like heathens, 


It makes me tired to think of it right now when I'm sitting 
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hereée 

tthe farm buildings were set in a square. That put the 
stable and sheds but a few steps from the living housee That 
wasn't as bad as it sounds. Danes keep their places cleane 
I know something about that. When I wasn't followin! a plow 
or threashing grain or sometiing--I was cleaning stables. We 
raised all kinds of grain--barley, oats, rye, alfalfa and 
clover. You asked me about the houses? Some of them brick 
and some were clay. I dontt remember so well about these things, 
even-if I was twenty before I went away from there. We had a 
wood floor in the Living house. The other buildings had either 
clay of cobblestone floors. Didn't have much furniture in the 
house. Didn't have any if you're thinking of the kind folks 
have nowadayse Had a table, a few rough*lookin! chairs, and 
a bench or two--that's about all there was to it. ‘ept the 
stove in the kitchen. That was made of brick. Mother <coee 
around that stove so much, backing and trying to keep Dad, ana 
the rest of us brats filled up, that she just about seemed a 
part of it. Never saw anything else but a straw roof on a 
farm house in Denmark. They'd last fifteen years, or SO, then 
another was put One 

'vother was a good woman, but not much different than any 
other hard working woman. Didn't have much chance to educate 
herself, so how could you expect her to do much about educat- 
ing nine children. We were educated to work. There was no 
time for other things. / Most women sing to their babies, and 
tell them stories when they grow up a little. Guess mother did 


those things, too, but 1 don't remember much about it. We 
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didn't have any lights in our house. We'd sit around a can- 
dle, stuck in a tall stick on the floor, and dana as long as 
we could hold out, then crawl off into our straw beds. We 
read papers, books--anything we could get hold of. Soup was a 
pretty regular diet around our house. We had some meat. 
Raised pigs and cows. But for that, we got along as well as 


ew we could. There was no complaining in our house. Whatever 


we got was that much, ‘cause we never knew anything different. \ 
{ 


Sometimes, on Sunday, some of the neighbors would drop in, and 
we'd drop in on them in turn about. But there was no society 
doin's by our people. Mother and Dad went to church on Sundaye 
Sort of expected us kids to be good Christians, I guess, but 
that don't mean that they were very religious. Most every- 
body in Denmark has some religion. The State makes it kind of 
a business. 

"t started to school when I was seven. The schoolhouse 
was four miles away. It was just a little one room school- 
houses I only went every other days There was about fifty 
boys and girls went to school there. The little children went 
three days a week, and the big ones three days. I had the 
same teacher my father had. He lived in the back of the school 
building. But he didn't know very much about teachinge Once 
I asked him, right in the middle of some arithmetic, to explain 
something to me, this is what he said: 'You,.can start right 
at the beginning again--I don't know either.! Mebbe I was 
dumb , put I was smart enough to know he didn't know nothing. 

It didn't matter much about what those teachers didn't know. 


They had their jobs for life, once they got started. 
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"when I was between thirteen and fourteen, I went to the 


priests -- they were Lutheran priests -- for my instruction. 


That last year you get nothing but religion taught youe You 


have to have your 4nstruction before you can be confirmed. 


That is the way they wind up your education ae" Denmark -- get- 


ting you ready to support the priests for the rest of your 


life. But its a long way across the Atlantic ocean, so they 


haven't got much help from mee 


T don't mean any disrespect 


py that. It just worked out that waye 


"Guess about the only fun I had on the farm was playing 


nine pins. We played outside on the ground. The pins and balls 


were turned out for us by some of the neighboring cabinet mak- 


ers, That and fishin' was 'bout all my fun. I guess gishin! 


was the best of all. You know, 


4% wasn't far to the fishin! 


banks. Moen had water all around it. We caught herring most 


of the time. When we couldn't hook our own fish, we bought 


fish at home on the farm from the peddlers. I still like fish, 


even if we did have it ‘bout every morning for preakfast, the 


year 'round. But they have finer fish in Denmark. That cold 


sea water makes it taste better. 


when I was fourteen, I was confirmed. After that, Il 


went back to work on Dad's farme 
a trade, like a lot of the boys 


schoole .Dad needed me too much 


Didn't have a chance to learn 
did when they got through wi th 


on the farm. If I could have 


got away, I'd learned to be a carpenter. That is what seemed 


to-run in me. My Dad was in the army three or four years, so 


when I was sixteen, he thought I 


4n for training for two yearse 


1d better go in, too. I stayed 


After that, the government 
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would call me in for a little while, now and then. Just so 
I wouldn't forget how it was to pack a rifle. 

"wy older brother went to America when I was fourteen. 
That made me have a hankering to gO, tO06« But it took money 
to get p there. And it took more to keep me while I was learn- 
in! to keep myself. But I was set on goin' and didn't give up 
the idea that I'd get there, Pra ose Dad promised to give me 
money for transportation soon as he was able, if I'd stay and 
work for him on the farm. When 1888 came along, Dad let me 
have enough to pay boat fare. I was twenty-two thene I took 
the boat for New York at Copenhagen, with a stop-off in Norwaye 

"ty wasn't treated so bad at Castle Garden, there the 
immigration officers were. I've seen cattle handled "bout 
in the way we were, though. But I couldn't complain ‘pout my 
treatment 'cause I didn't have enough money to pay for some- 
thin! better. I remember I had two satchels - a big one and 
a little one. The big one was strapped over my back, and I 
was carrying the little ones The immigrants were packed in 
go close goin! through the chute that I thought the big satchel 
would break my back, and there wasn't room to set the little 
one dewns of got so tired 2 wanted to sit down, but I couldn't 
do that ‘cause of the jam. My prother managed to sift me out 
when I got off the ferry- I went to stay with my brother for 
two foye in New York. He had a little grocery store on the 
Bast side. 

"ghen I went to Wisconsin to stay with an uncle until I 
léarned a contracting business. He was a contractor in 


MilwaukeeseI took care of his horses, too. He paid me fifty 
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cents a day in the summer, for the first year, but in the 
winter I just got my board. I stayed with him four yearse 

He paid me a little more each year, eae that I was learnin! 
to be a carpenter fast. I didn't mind so much bein! paid so 
little 'cause my uncle was a good contractor, and he was teach- 
in' me to be a good one, too. When I broke out for myself, 

I got a job right soon as a foreman on a b uilldinge I lived 
in Milwaukee for forty years, and always had a foreman's job 
and plenty of wrk to do. I went back to Denmark in 1893 

and spent Christmas on the farm. 

"T got married in 1898, and put up a five room home for 
myself. When my family begun to get bigger, I sold that house, 
then built another one of eight rooms. I raised five kids in 
Milwaukee, and made a little money, too. Wisconsin is a great 
state, and it suited me fine, but in January, 1927, four of 
my daughters went to California in an automobile for a visit. 
They got stuck on the California climate and wouldn't come 
back to Wisconsin. That made my wife lonesome, and she began 
to nag me 'bout goin! to California. In a sort of a way, I 
guess I missed the girls, too, so soon as I sold the place, we 
packed up and went out there. 

"We struck in to Alhambra, and I begun lookin! around for 
some way to make a living. I found a feed and fuel company 
out near Arcadia who was wantin! another partner to put some 
money in the business. They took me in, and I bought a home 
in Alhambra. The feed business went along right well for two 
or three years. One of the firm got to runnin! the whole 


business, The rest of us kind 0! agreed to let him manage it, 
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but he got big headed, and soon had the business runnin! 


in the hole. The depression just about cooked what was lefte 


T lost everything. The creditors took over the business, but 


had a tough time getting rid of the stock and equipment. At 


last, me and another man made a deal with the creditors to 


take what was left of the stock and start out again. But 


business aint what it used to be before all these poultry 


raisers went flat. I don't see no future in the business any 


more. People are comin! out here fronjeverywhere and buyin! 


up this land for homes. The land's gettin! too high priced 


for raisin! chickens and rabbits, so the poultrymen are getting 


out to where the land is cheaper. But I'm too old now to get 


into somethin! else. Lgok's like I'm in for sittin! here to 


see what turns UpPe 
\ you couln't get me back to Denmark to live for all the 


countrye I went back there again in 1929, It was good to see 


the old country againe One of my sisters is livin' on the old 


home farm. The country towns haven't changed much. The houses 


look just like they used toe. Only, some of them have new 


straw roofs. Course, the insides have changed. ‘They have 


electric lights, and petter things in the housese Folks live 


easier than they used to. But California's going to have me 


to put under the sod. Believe I'd a had more money if I'd 


stuck to Wisconsin, but I cant go back to those cold winters 


now. One of my brothers, and three sisters are still living 


in Council Bluffs, lowae 


"My wife and me belong to the Danish church in Los Angeles. 


I'm a member of the Danish brotherhood and the Scandinavian 
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Fraternity. I've been a Republican ever since I voted in 
the United States, Seems like I always make money when the 
Republicans are ine To my way o? thinkin! this depression 
started way back in the days when Wilson was president. Too 
much money was spent for the good of the country. And the 
government had rules that made it hard for people to make a 
livinge When I was contractin! in Milwaukee, I couldn't get 
help, or even a keg of nails to build ahouse. But they paid 
boys without trainin! fifteen to twenty-five dollars a day to 
make ammunition in ‘the war factories. The principles of the 
American government are all right, but they don't always make 


them work very well, 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY - DANISH 
History of Thorvald Prandsen: Thorvald Frandsen was 


rn in the town of FPranaa, ae in 1877, Franaa was in 


ae was the fifth child of six,. Hé had three byl 


‘and a8 sisters, pei ; 


all of one Frandsen children, In keeping with the 


“ 


ie saai of the  iseadabe the Frandsen farm supported the usual 


Be neabed of aes cows, horses, hogs and chickens. The prin- ) i 


eek 


~ 


SS 


_ cipal crops grown on the alas were those which provided food 
for the table and feed for the livestock. The family's ehier 


income came from the sale of milk and cream produced by four 


= i ae 


Bese: cows. A four-acre meadow furnished sufficient green 


feed for twelve extra cows, Additional revenue was derived 


th 


of sod and straw. Strips of sod, one foot wide by two and a ay 
half feet long, were laid over a supporting structure, and. 


interlapped after the fashion a tile roof’is laid. Over 


this sod base were placed heavy, thick mats of interwoven 


Renee erent Rye straw was used because it was hardier and more 
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There was a living room in the house, a large one, two 
bedrooms, kitchen and a pantry. The living room and one 
bedroom had wood floors. In other rooms, the floors were 
made of brick, A stove of brick construction had two com~ 
partments, one for baking, the other for general cooking. 
The house was heated by a cast-iron stove. 
| The Frandsen farm was one of the few which did not have 
its own torre (peat) ped. As torre was generally used for 
fuel, because of its cheapness, it was necessary for the 
Frandsens to get their supply from nearby farms... They also 
burned coal eS wood. 

The house and quarter acre yard were well shaded by 
poplar trees. A variety of fruit trees provided fresh ap- 
ples, pears and cherries in season. Gooseberries and cure- 
rants were also ele the place. For a between meals 
snack, a thick Bt of gooseberry or currant jelly on a 
slice of rye. bread was relished by Thorvald. Beds of roses, 
dahlias and asters colored and brightened the homestead. | 
In the vegetable garden plot were grown potatoes, kale, car- 
rots, beets, cabbage and onions. 

Thorvald's mother was tall and slender. She possessed an 
average education and strove constantly for cultural advance- 
man Her even temper and kindly nature enable her children 
to absorb that which makes a congenial home life. She was 


practical and considerate in the conduct of her home and was 
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an excellent cook, 


The dish favored by Thorvald was kale soup, which his 


mother prepared from finely chopped vegetables, to which was 


added salt pork or ham bone. Boiled cabbage, stuffed with 
chopped meat, was another favorite dish, Potatoes were 
usually served, and were especially relished when covered 


with gravy made of pork drippings and milk. MThorvald was 


also fond of salt pork, sliced and fried brown, No break- 


fast was more enjoyable to him than when he was served with 


a mush made of heavy rye bread soaked in beer (home. brew), 
over which was. poured milk or cream. Beer served the year 
round supplanted water on the Frandsen table, 

Thorvald's school days were typical of those of the 
average Danish boy. He walked a Danish mile (3% American 
miles) to the traditional one-room brick school house, and 
made the trip despite adverse weather, - Only extreme weather 
conditions prevented his attendance at school. He played 
pall, but not the American tyne of baseball. He played 
with a larger, softer ball. Just throwing or batting the 
ball around was "playing ball" to him. His gymastic exer- 
cises ni school were the most interesting of all his recrea- 
tional Betis tals: He prepared all of his lessons at home, 
and spent the day at school reciting to the schoolmaster, 

In contrast to many Danish school Hote was required to 


do no chores in the morning before going to school, 
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The celebration of Christmas was the most important 
event of the year in the Franisen home. The Yuletide obser- 
vance began on the evening of December 24 and continued until 
the She aise New Year's day, one week later. No work was 
performed during the entire week. The family attended two 
chureh services on Christmas Day, in the morning and after- 
noon, then attended one service each day for the two follow- 
ing days. On some days during the festive week there would 
be as many as six families gathered at the home. Easter was 
another holiday observed, Thorvald attended the Lutheran 
church and Sunday school, 

Thorvald was confirmed, or graduated from the grade 
school, at the age of fourteen, He immediately went to work 
on an eieebuc farm of sixty acres, where he earned 12 kroner 
($5900) a month, and ee room and board, But in Denmark, 
the hired farm workers were looked upon as members of the fam- 
ily, and were treated as such. They received many little 
extra favors and attentions, 

After six months at this farm, Thorvald went to the town 
of Fyn to learn the carpenter trade, He had early decided 


‘upon a career in building construction. In order to attain 


that ambition, he served his three years of apprenticeship 


without pay, with only his room and board furnished. He 
lived in the home of the snedker (cabinet-maker), under whom 


he received his training, 


“a ~~ 
a dct Be ae g 


) ’ 
toh 2 + hd 
EVLISOREM Ih 
i= Pry 
: 
' S 
5 . 
1 as a, * 
1 
i 
- % . e 
—. ' ; 
a a 
ee P " 
| ty ry “ 
. ‘ 
Ms phe a Ww dod 
* ‘ 
' 
nea t Re ‘ vy - ‘ d 
4 et J fa 
e t 
a & ‘ 
arnt 1 + oe nw? a ¢ A 4 7 : ry A rom oe ee v5 ft oe A. 
. ' id : Ch ae ' J ‘ i . ew bla doe eh S 
. 4 . i 
a : i. 
F 
: me 
r a we ue - ie 
‘ ‘ ~~ > yo ‘ "4 wr - 
Pt ey 9 K saa a) ’ t aah Ee Yea B.S ws 
‘ Dh , P 
' 
Poy ‘ Aah 0) f be acre r ee vy Fy ‘} bewrtl! oe ek cite 
fe : Ee) ry / aht® wa ‘ \ Ae) ude ee SER VOLEN OLEE) . 
* . i , 
NT i eT = allt ride a : or 
ty ake VE NS bil tS 44 £2 bb di Pe OD Re oso 
} ; ; 
. : 
: \ shee " fp. «th tee, ee ep peeeen | 
5 58 atone hae 0 ae @ \ EIR EO OE EOS Uy ee de 
. ' 
al a f 
} f ; > J Pop de Pm i \ 
7 be feel p sty ¥ ; 2) ee Ms SAS ( ; 
J wl i n i fut « AO ING ie Pr de O uJ ate > 4 be UP OR af 
, a i if f 
: Mite 
he * 
‘ os ‘ we } + ane . rs ont Ag a 
: 7 . 2 ul 4 a4 Che + Upenre [ap © S| $10. 
i t ) MA bas An 
1 iat § 
r r ae 
h _ , ¥ . f vest © @ () , 
; a! | it Ben, OOK Rg) 
3 g F i anee 
. 
rt 4 Voy ’ 
v 4 ee Maa" wy a en a f er & nit pe oe 
al / os Los Ry ; a Casa! Or . 
? mA 4 OL ' 
{ ‘ 
r. i 
a { r oe Vc ‘ t t , “ oy ae Ss 
HA «i aM ‘ : 4 ie o- DSTeeas LOO (EST 
; ) y 
: « 
tie) ty 
cer Sob raat é . a oo cata cy Ry mt “ye 
“ a SSOLIROCd & Bis Gtovez sr 
“ . , d ’ i 
; ; : , a Boris 
‘ sf = ” i ii et oy ss Fant ot ae » (de ae . ha . ‘ee 
, rt ¢ Vea cary ry ee a W th py 1 ee pelle ee pene. Ags Bn . ; 
hal te ae ‘ j f } Tih hss a t Pe ae nS Mae Lie a POM Sie eae Set Doo DA 
; yy i y i 
oH ’ 1 oa , 
p + ‘ h A oy ee | 
‘ay: > OS 4 4 OLY "LW Loo Le fel o JO Me 
’ 
“ 
bs rr b ys psp iT fp 
We oe : 4 POM os GOD MAD LAU Lhd 
rs . 


DEPT SD Bh 


Ralph We. Black 
‘10-12-36 Danish 


Racial Minorities Survey - 


Edit--Hanley 
10-22-56 


While he was learning the trade, Thorvald attended eve- 
ning school for two years, learning architectural drawing. 
As a final test of his fitness, he was required to make a 
drawing, or model. A winding staricase was the model he 
chose to erect. Locked in a room at the Court House, he was 
not permitted to leave until the model had been completed. 

Thorvald followed his trade for six months, earning 
eight kroner each day that he was employed. He was 19 when 
he decided to fulfill his military obligation to his govern- 
ment. He served eight months in a military camp at Copen- 
hagen. Upon leaving the service, he went to high school for 
six months, where he continued his study of architectural 
drawing. The Danish Government contributed 60 kroner toward 
his tuition fee, which was half of the amount required. 

Until he was 25, Thorvald possessed but a casual interest 
in America. Like many of his countrymen, he had entertained 
little hope that some day he might emigrate there. In 1900, 
a former neighbor of the Frandsen family returned to Denmark 
for a visit. While there, he convinced Thorvald that, with 
his thorough and practical knowledge of building construc- 
tion, a far better field awaited him in America from which 
to profit by his experience and training. Thorvald made 
swift decision to forsake his Denmark for the land across 


the sea. SA 


With 200 kroner in his pocket, searret=se him by his 
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father, he sailed OR oa Covenhagen for Liverpool in the spring 
of 1903, accompanied by his neighbor friend. He entered the 
United States through the port of Boston. Because he was 
traveling with a citizen of the United States, his movements 
were unrestricted. When he had landed he entered a barber 
shop. Here he encountered his first surprise. He could not 
understand why the barber washed the lather from his face 
with a wet towel. In Dennark, even at a barber shop, he went 
to a bowl and washed his own face. 

Within three hours after leaving the steamship, he 
boarded a train for California. Boston had proved no sur- 
prise to him. Because the railroad traversed the most unat= 
tractive section of the city, he was at a disadvantage in 
forming his first impression of the physical character of 
America. He was deeply disappointed in the buildings he saw 
along the route, and the improvements in general. When he 
arrived at his California destination, Fresno, America had 
still fallen short of his expectations. Not until he began 
to move about the area and witness the great farming enter- 
prises and activities of the San Joaquin Valley did the coun- 
try begin to measure up to his cherished hopes. 

Thorvald spent his first month in California working on 
a farm near Fresno, He then went by stage to Pine Ridge, 

60 miles back re the Sierras, in search of a job at a logging 


camp. He approached the foreman of the camp with the only 
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word of English he knew, "carpenter." He repeated the word 
several times pefore the foreman understood that he was ask- 
ing for a job as carpenter. Finally, the foreman pointed to 
a house under construction several hundred yards awaye 
Thorvald did not know whether he was being assigned to a job 
on the house, or whether he was being referred to someone in 
charge, By way of settling the question in his mind, he put 
on his batiunber apron and went onto the roof, where he 
joined the other workers, Whatever were the foreman'ts origi- 
nal intentions, Thorvald stayed on the job for seven months, 
earning $45 a month. 

This Pes the first time he had been thrown entirely 
upon his own resources, away from his own people. Unable 
to speak English, he had depended upon the friend, with whom 
he had come all the way from Denmark to Fresno, to assist 
him in making his way. While enroute to the logging camp, 
he followed the example of the other passengers. When the 
stage stopped at a small mountain inn to allow the faawet 
gers to have luncheon, Thorvald was hungry, but confused as 
to how to order his food. In desperation, he pointed to the 
plate of the man sitting next to him at the counter, Ssignify- 
ing that he would have the same, When he left the logging 
camp, however, he could speak considerable English. 

ne the close of the logging season, Thorvald went back 


to the Fresno district and engaged in carpenter work at 
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Reedley. At this time, he also leased a 20-acre farm, ‘set 


out to grapes and peaches. He hired a man to care for the 
fruit ranch while he continued to earn four dollars a day 
had the ranch but six 


months, the owner returned from the east and wanted to have 


the place back again. Thorvald was offered 200 and the 
crop for immediate possession. ' He accepted the offer and 
vacated the house, then engaged his man to remove the crop 
on an equal share basis. When the crop was harvested, Thor- 
vald was returned a check for $600, This transaction com- 
pleted, Thorvald went back to the logging camp for another. 
four months. In June, he returned to Reedley and resumed 
his carpenter trade. 

Because there were many Danish people living in the 
area about Fresno, Thorvald rapidly made friends and social 
contacts. He was married in 1903, having met his wife at an 
informal card party eight months oreviouslye Romance budded 
at their first meeting, and courtship continued until the day 
of their marriage. However, it was the wife's brother who 
was responsible for bringing the two together. It was he who 

deliberately planned the social gathering and their subse- 
quent meeting for he had known Thorvald and found qualities 
5n him which he admired. Mrs. Frandsen is of German birth. 


Up to the time of her marriage to Thorvald, she had been em-= 


ployed as a housekeeper in one of Fresno's well-to-do homes. 
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In order to provide a home suitable to the wishes of 
his. wife, Thorvald purchased ‘ sixty-acre vineyard, upon 
which was an attractive house. But the investment proved to 
pe more than he could satisfactorily handle. After making 
Sarpaien te for thrée years, he decided to take the loss, and 
daslowsed the place to revert to the original owner, 

At no time did Thorvald entirely forsake his carpenter 
Gretta, His proficiency in that line of work made it possible 
for him, at all times, to maintain his immediate household, . 
At the time he was severing his connection with the vineyard 
ranch, earthquake and fire wrovght destruction to San Fran- 
cisco, He reasoned that many carpenters would be required 
t0 do the work of rebuilding the damaged sections of the 
city. Moreover, he was anxious to see other parts of the 
state. He went to San Francisco in September, 1906, end re= 
mained there for one year, during which time he was not idle- 

for a single day. With his wife and two-year-old son, he 
lived in a second-story flat of five large furnished rooms, 
the rental of which was only fifteen dollars monthly. Al- 
though there was more room than necessary, Thorvald was as- 
c tonished to find such spacious living quarters for so little 
moneye 
| Thorvald felt a greater appreciation for Southern Cali- 


fornia sunshine after he had gone to San Francisco, The con- 


sistently damp and foggy weather of the northern bay district 
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did not appeal to him, nor to his wife. When he came back 
to Fresno, it was with a firm resolve to establish himself 
am Southern California permanente He knew that the cli- 
matic conditions of the Middle West and the Atlantic sea- 
poate were comparable to those of his native Denmark. He had 
not objected to the severe winters of his boyhood because he 
ree nothing else. But the extreme summer warmth of the San | 
Joaquin Valley had thinned his blood, and made him determined 
to remain in a warmer climate, | 

Back in the Fresno district, he took up residence at Del 
Rey. He felt that he was now ready to work for himself, so 
he entered into the contracting business on his own respon- 
sibility. For the next 17 years he was engaged in building 
construction, both of |\residences and commercial structures. 
Most of thé homes he built were constructed under contract 
with individuals. About 1920, however, he began building 
for himself and offering the houses for sale. This wothed 
was proving highly successful when the agricultural de- 
pression of 1925 set in. The demand for homes came to an 
abrupt end. in fact, Thorvald found himself with two newly 
completed houses that he was unable to sell. In addition 
to his building activities, he engaged in buying and selling 
small farms. He still has a ten-acre farm on his nade’ the 


value of which is considerably less than the amount paid for 
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A substantial. bank account was evidence, though, that 
Thorvald had profited well from his business enterprises, 


despite a few minor losses. At least, he felt financially 


able to take ‘himself and family on a trip to Europe in the 
summer of 1922, visiting England, France, Germany and Den- 
mark. Of the four months he was abroad, most of the time 
was spent at the old farm home visiting with his mother. 
In less than a year after going to California, Thorvald had 
sent back the $200 which his father had loaned to him when | 
he came to America. While visiting his mother, she told him 
how greatly surprised his father had been to receive the 
money so soon, and how pleased and comforted he was to know 
that his son was faring well enough in America to be able to 
return the money promptly. 

Shortly after his return from abroad, Thorvald came to 
Los Angeles and obtained employment with the Wascutt Con- 


struction Companye Two years later, he was made superintend- 
s 


ent of construction by that firm, a position he held until 

the latter part of 1935. | 
Although Thorvald was employed in Los Angeles, he had 

an increasing desire to establish a home oud ef. the’ city, 

In 1925, he moved to Alhambra, where he is now Figs. He 

occupies an attractively furnished duplex in a Lege weiee sec- 

tion of the community. He knows of no place in the world he 


would rather live than in the vicinity of Los Angeles. He 


li. 
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has four sons and one daughter. The oldest child is 52, the 
youngest.14, and a student in the Alhambra high sheool. |The 


only daughter, although married, is employed by'a Los Angeles 


mercantile firm. 


Thorvald, since the first day he arrived in America, has 
never been without means to support himself or family. Minor 
reverses have beset his career in this country, but he has 
never been compelled to do without the necessities of life, 
nor have those, who were dependent upon him, For the past 
year, he has been acting as an inspector of public school 
buildings for the State of California, 

It is possible that his present peo hoaiiun may be ter- 
minated when the school buildings, now under his supervision, 
are completed. In that event, he plans to return to the em- 
ploy of the Wescott Construction Company, or to again enter: 
the contracting business for himself, 

Thorvald!s devotion and allegiance to America, and its 
institutions, are beyond question. His true feeling toward 
the United States may be best exemplified by turning back to 
his visit to Europe in 1922. According to his own statement, 
his trip through England, France and Germany was "flat and 


uninteresting." Uninteresting, he meant, when compared tO 


the interest he has in the United States, Even having set 


foot again on the soil of his native Denmark failed to par-' 


ticularly thrill him. His entire stay in Europe, aside from 
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the weeks he aieut at home, was nothing more than an outing. 

The only recompense came from being with his mother again. otf 

j | ‘Thorvald is of the opinion that, regardless of general | 

‘economic conditions throvghout the world, America offers 

| greater security,and a happier state of living to the average 

7 individual than does any other country in the world, He has 
implicit faith in the leadership of President Roosevelt, and 

BiG believes that the program of economic and social reform in- 

augurated by the present Admeeeeha tion in Washington, if 

fy! permitted to continue, will result in the kind of government 


which every man, woman and child, irrespective of nationality 


or color, conscientiously hopes to-see established. 
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‘ RACTAL MINORITIES SURVEY - DANISH. 


I was born in the year 1893, in the city of vopenhagen, 
venmark. I was the fifth child of eight children, and had 
two brothers end five sisters. because my father was in the 
nursery business, we lived on a much larger tract of land 
than was customary for the average family in Copenhagen to 
occupy. There were about three acres in the place, most of 
which, of course, was used for the erowing of nursery stock. 

The house in which we lived was puilt something on the 
order of the #nglish houses of those days, and spread over 
a considerable area of ground. The walls were constructed of 
brick, over which were panels of stucco. The original roof 
was made of straw. In later years, the straw was covered 
with tar roofing.’ Every year, in the spring, the roof was 
given a fresh coat of whitewash. It was a steep, sloping 
roof, with severel gables. There were ten roomis in the house - 
five on the ground floor and five above. ‘the rooms upstairs 
were separated by a large loft, which was used as a store 
room for a drying room. I will never forget that loft, for 
I was always afraid to pass through it alone. It stood be- 
tween my bedroom and the bedroom of two of my sisters. While 
I was walking through this dark place one night, 1 saw the 
glaring eyes of 4 cat over in a corner. out i didn't know 
at the time that 1 was seeing the eyes of a cat. I thought 
it was some terrible beast, ready to spring after me. Always 


AY 


‘ 
sBOLVAC ~ YaVaUe 
or... RA So pnts abeatdekntaetehie 7 yy! 
/ * a 1. 
Ri At ae 
“ Pid edd ae (Seer ity “eit: Ae ch es = ’ 


wt 


Ltda ttatel tp &: i Oe AFT ES “fs cae L tol 
x : ay lity + 
Soviegoenh -.. ake Pet aie ren 


. bine itess ‘ee is 


7 


i ‘} 
, 
nal 5) 7 ae , 
1X , 4 bes Lev Of [On Y Deir Sard ABest 
r err t ise ih oie aie + > oy ly Ks 
a4 , YE ESN TD S 3Y pd Co FOR 5 + EGeO0G 


1 
. : 
[7 * : e diy Pee ; ox mek ey { 
Ai ey te : Y Bet il emvod oat 
j fy ” rove woe op fe eet eyei ey a 
Lotta fst) 30 TO0Lo 
=| = 
dh be es . Pay VF rerernies ; exeeh ur “ Wee b 
& ie i i pa METAL 2 Lo. seve, oid: BT9D.SHO8 . Bi | 

' ‘ f S 


US ow Goomte To elemeg ee toto te wi ieee f 


hs 


oo To obs easy 
ae A) uy Ps oo 
BOT, TAG Sanne ALS 
‘ J AY 
iW ast +o $i és Sisto aa ‘ & we 
et Saw. 7 S00 Hoot. soy” < 


uv by ¥ A 


eon Otis who eetion “sof erew ofent »itns cheesy AS Lov 2 i. 
Leh wae. Rite ae 


de 
f 


, A ivi 
‘a 4. i : g i ane 
ey ST IS7RGN 8MbOT ol . .evods ‘ev it. ire oer Brtrory, ont}, £0 ov. 2 iy 
3 ; avarre, As ei 
i " | Oore | B a is bi oP y La | OL en tet 2, td. Soran toe, ow | 


ry Age . i ae on a - : : 
“80 Hboesve, G2 ..6col~e ot og words eBag od. blasts avowlLs ‘6 cone 2 & 
i, ae : i bs b 


: : Mis ’ 
elitdd .avetete vit to ove rat anoxbed odd bee sicotbed ym soowt | : 
: e ; 7 F im 7 
ets wee JF yametr S00 evatg Pet etd # dauomds satitaw, enw = Bix 
‘ a . 


ddguont x ising ) o' sere at pales a9 44 
ela, 4 om, 68 Ah gute eae of, due nt teased a 


Piste’ : } i Lf - eis 


fe 


Ralph We black hacial Minorities Survey 
11-19-36 Danish 


after that, I carried a lighted candle when i went through 
the loft, so that those frightening ered could not bed seen 
in the dark. 

here were four bedrooms in the house, one of which was 
occupied solely by my parents. ‘the two boys had one room to 
themselves, while we six girls shered the other two. Our 
family was too large for each one of us to have a separate 
bedroom, but each member of the family did have a separate bed, 
and that meant a lot of work for the three maids which father 
always kept in the home. Everything on the beds was complete- 
ly turned each day. father and mother had an eiderdown mat- 
tress on their bed, but we children slept on mattresses made 
of goose feathers. The beds had no springs. The thick 
billowy mattress were laid over slats. s#ather had a friend 
who was a lieutenant in the Danish army. Occasionally he 
and his wife came to visit in our home. I always smile when 
I think of how the lieutenant's wife told of the first night 
she slept on one of those mattresses. when she got into bed, 
she said, she sank down, down, down until she heard a mouse 
squal. Then she knew that she had finally struck botton, 
which was the slats. 

The living room and dining room were really separate, 
but a large door opening between made them very much like one 
room. On the floor of the dining was a linoleum rug, while 
the living room floor was literally covered with a number of 


smell Oriental rugs. Father had actually collected some 
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valuable ones from different sources over a long period 

of time. Every room in the house had painted wooden floors. 
In the center of the dining room stood a large, square oak 
table, matched by twelve oak chairs. All of the furniture 
in the living and dining rooms was refinished. 

Then there was another large room which was fitted up 
as a sitting room for us children. in this room we enter- 
tained our playmates Wied they came into the house. The 
floor was covered with linoleum. A long heavy table was 
in the center of the room. it was not exactly a fine table, 
but one that would stand the knocks and abuse that children 
would naturally give a piece of furniture. ‘the most prized 
piece of furniture of all, though, was a settee with rolled 
arm rests. We children were constantly struggling and 
squabbling to get possession of the seat. 

A walnut Chippendale chiffoner was another piece in the 
room which was cherished by us children. 

One of the things about the house which stands out vivid- 
ily in my memory was the door which opened out into the glass 
inclosed veranda. The upper panel of this door was made of 
little squares of glass of many colors. The deep colors 
blended so effectively that, in my mind, it remains a beauti- 
ful door of shining jewels. All of the principal rooms were 
heated by iron heaters. Coal, wood and sometimes peat ware 


‘purned in the heaters. Once the heaters got the rooms thor- 


oughly heated, there would be enough heat to warm up adjoining 
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rooms which had no heaters. we also had coal oil heaters 
which were lighted until the house became comfortably warm 
from the other heaters. The coal oil heaters could be carried 
from room to room, if necessary. 

There was about half an acre of immediate yard space. 
fhe yard about the house was cut off from the nursery grounds 
by a row of birch trees and high hedges. It was well shaded 
by other trees, such as cherry and lilac. ‘the lilaes actual- 
ly grew to be very large trees -- not just the bushes which 
are more frequently seen in Valifornia. And there were 
plots of grass about the yard and a grass eroquet court. I 
particularly remember one plot of lawn, in the center of which 
grew a fine old pear tree. Then we had our flower garden, 
too. Under the large birch and elm trees we had our swings, 
rings, bars and other gymnastic equipment. There were several 
outbuildings, among them a stable, feed room and a shed 
wherein we stored the coal, wood and peat. I havn't forgotten 
the hugh elderberry tree which shaded the fuel house, and 
up which we youngsters so often climbed to eat the berries. 

In fact, I was one of the two girls who were considered 
the tomboys of the family. I was siways elimbing trees - 
jumping and dropping from limb to limb like a monkey. once 
a carpenter, from the room of a nearby building on which he 
was working, apied me lying out on the end of a Limb of a 
tree, in what appeared to him to be a precarious position. 


It made him so nervous that he got down from the building 
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and came all the way to the house to warn mother of the 
danger which seemed th threaten me. I told you that two 
of us girls were regular tomboys. But I had two sisters 
who were just the oprosite in temperment and habits. They 
were always nice.and ladylike in manner, and would never 
think of indulging in such boyish pranks as climbing trees 
and running about outdoors like wild Indians. The remaining 
two girls were sort of a happy medium between the other 
four of us. They were quite tolerant of my own bold antics, 
and never really approached refinement in their daily con- 
duct. In spite of my carefree spirit and, at times, care- 
less attitude toward life, there was one weak spot in my 
makeup which I was unable to hide. I must confess that 1 
was afraid of the dark. My brothers and sisters were known 
to mildly chide me about this, especially if I ever got 
boastful or arrogant. I know, and my family knew, that my 
fear of the dark, when alone, began at the time I saw the 
glaring eyes in the corner of the drying Loft. | Avnightsor 
two after that experience I dreamt that a lion was chasing 
me about the loft. I have had frequent nightmares ever 

a since that time. I was dreadfully frightened whenever I 

went to the privy at night, even though it was not more than 

fifty or sixty feet from the house. 

I never attended the putlic schools, but went to a pra 
vate school, where it was necessary to pay tuition. I was 


allowed to start at the second grade because tL had had some 


early instruction from an aunt who lived for awhile in our 
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home. I walked nine miles to the private school and back 
each day, although there was a public school within several 
minutes walk of my home. And 1 wqs never late in getting 
to school during all the years I attended. While the pupils 


were expected to study their lessons in the evenings, I 


hardly ever looked at e@ book at home as long as I went to 


the grade school. 

My grandfather was a tutor to the children of many of the 
noble families of Denmark. While not engaged in teaching, 
he spent a ereat deal of time at horseback riding and other 
outdoor exercises. Later in years, he was appointed bishop 
of a district in southern Jutland. When his death occurred 
my parents took over the three servants who had served in 
his home fora long time. Although my father was not wealthy, 
he had a good income from his nursery. Besides, he had 
profited well from the sale of some land. It was customary 
as well, in Denmark, for families of even moderate means 
to have help in the home. 

So, with three servants in the house, and all the help 
hired that was needed in the nursery, we children had plenty 
of time to do as we pleased. We had very little housework 
to do. On Sunday, when the servants were given the day off, 
some of us had to wash the dinner dishes. But usually there 
was a squabble over who would have to do them. I packed 


sandwiches to school for my lunch, and would get home about 
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three o'clock in the afternoon. We would have our dinner 
about five o'clock in the evening, after which I either 
played with the other children or read books. I was very 
fond of reading fairy tales and about the exploits of 
Scandinavian explorers. Often we children would darken 
the house and play hide and seek poth indoors and out. 
About three months pefore each Christmas we had a club 
which would circulate from home to home. Some of the time 
we would play cards for ed aoe. at other times we would 
listen while books were read. Sometimes a parent at the 
home which tre club was visiting would do the reading. 
Again, it would be 4 boy or girl member of the club. shen 
the club came to our home one of my brothers would generally 
read. The books of Louisa Alcott were always favorites 
with the club. 

One of my brothers had a mania for fireworks, or any- 
thing in fact which smelled of gunpowder. He was constant- 
ly trying to blow his head off by some silly experiment or 
stunt with powder. One Sunday, while our parents were at 
the Lutheran chureh, he took a notion to entertain the 
rest of us who were playing in the children's room, by 4 
unique display of fireworks. All around the oak table, 
he poured little piles of powder, then set about to ignite 
the piles in rapid succession. But somehow the fire got 


into the box which contained his supply of powder, just: as 
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he was bent over it. The blast of flame and smoke caught 
him almost full in the face. He recovered to find that 

all of the hair had been scorched from his head and that the 
flesh about his neck and face was badly burned. Years 

after, he still carried some of the scars which resulted from 
that foolish performance. but he lost the desire to smell 
Be gunpowder. 

My mother and father were both frugal parents. But 
necessities were never denied any one of the family. We 
were never permitted to dress flashily or expensively, 
put always had plenty of comfortable clothes to wear. And 
there was an abundance of food always to be found in the 
house. But it was simple, wholesome food. At breakfast 
we children usually had cocoa and bread -- pumpernickel or 
white bread. Mother and father had coffee and some kind of 
mush. I told you that I took my lunch to school. For 7 
dinner, mush 6r fruit soup was served first. The cereal 
might have been tapioca or sago, cooked with lemon, wine 
and the yolks of eggs. Next came meat, potatoes and a 
vegetable. The meat was a roast, stew or steaks of lamb, 
peek or pork. Wo desert followed. That was usually the 
fruit soup at the pecinning of the meal. On Friday we had 
fish ut DL ‘diawiecere Tor fish, so I made it a point to 
save my spending money to buy candy by Friday. when dinner 


time came, I had eaten so much eandy that I had no appetite 
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for fish. There were times when we would have corned beef. 
fhe roasts generally appeared on Sunday. Potatoes were 
most likely to be cooked with the jackets on, then eut into 
pieces and spread with white sauce, or gravy, as you would 
call it in America. 
, One of the maids which came to our home from my grand- 
father's house was quite elderly. IT think she was past 
eighty-two years of age. She had been a fixture in grand- 
father's home, so my parents took her in. Father was inclin- 
ed to be charitable, anyway, especially to old people. he 
was always doing things to help them. The elderly maid 
habitually wore a woolen bonnet. When she retired at night 
she wore something else about her head. Of course we didn't 
see her after she had gone to bed. But one day, much to / 
her horror, mother discovered that the-odla lady's hair had J 
not been washed or combed for years. It was a musty mat 
of lifeless hair, reeking with mites. Mother lost no time 
in giving her a long neglected shampoo, and also cut her 
hair very short. Once having cleansed her hair, mother 
saw to it that it was washed reeulerly and frequently. 

No birthday in the family was allowed to go by unobserved. 


If it was the birthday of one of us children, a party was 


given in celebration of the event. Our young friends would 


be invited for an afternoon of play out of doors, if the 


weather was good. We often had tableaux out on the lavn, 


with lighting effects, or give short plays. Chocolate, 
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sandwiches and cake would be served for refreshments. 
Sometimes, we had beer. The sandwiches were made in 
Danish style, that is, the bread was buttered on but one 
side, and left open on the plage. Over the bread was laid 
meat, cheese, sardines or something else suitable for sand- 
wiches. On mother's birthday, chocolate and cake were 
served, but. father's enniversary called for a more elabor- 
ate dinner. For these two occasions, we children would 
henge corn flowers from the Pine room ceiling. 

Only mother and father ate butter on their bread. They 
bought the finest Danish butter in individual erocks, with 
a cover. Nothing in this country can compare with the real 
Danish butter for flavor and aroma. The rest of us spread 
oleomargerine on ovr bread. And whab quantities of it we 
did consume -- fully ten pounds a week. 

It was not at all surprising to have mother end father 
announce, overnight, that they were going to take a trip to 
some part of EHurope -- to Paris, London Ge omal They travel- 
ed a great deal, and were gone for periods of from two to 
three weeks. When we were younger, an aunt would come and 
stay with us children while our parents were away. Later 
on, mother and father felt safe in leaving us with the oldest 
sister. Even with our parents at home, we children had to 
look out for ourselves most of the time, for our home was 


seldom without elderly guests. Mother and father were kept 
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quite busy entertaining and caring for them. Mother could 
usually relieve any impatience on my part by instructing one 
of the maids to make some ableskiber oe me. That was always 
my special treat. Ableskiber were round balls of pancake 
dough, raised with yeast, filled with apple sauce and fried 
brown. My brother was fond of them, too. One day he fell 
from his bicycle and cut his leg severely. “While he was 
lying in bed he ask one of the maids for an ableskiber. 


She took him one. Then he asked for another and another. 


He made the request twenty-four times. The maid, having 
pity for him because he was injured, carried him twenty-four 
ableskiber. That was enough to paralize any person because 
of the great quantity of yeast in them. He survived the 
ordeal, out did not ask for ableskiber again for some days. 
After I finished junior high school, at the age of 
seventeen, 1 went to the University for cighteen months, 
where I studied phermacy with the view of pecoming a practi- 
cal nurse. Out of the University, I went to a saniterium, 
nine miles out of Copenhagen, to serve three and one half 
years as an apprentice in nursing. The town where the sana- 
terium was located was Scotsburg. While I was in training 
at the sanatarium, 1 went home to visit twice each month. 
During this time 1 hed several little romantic affairs. 
Bhesice of lack of genuine interest, they were. short-lived, 


however. All of us girls had had a good home, so we were 


not interested in marriage from that standpoint. Sach of 
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my Sisters married late. I was attentive to my nursing 
career, and was determined to carry on for awhile, at 
least. when I had finished my training cource, I took 
charge of a pharmacy in Copenhagen for another three years. 

I first became interested in america while I was in 
training at the sanatarium. A nurse returning from the 
United States told me that she thought I could make good 
there as a practieal nurse. That was the spark which 
started me to planning a trip to the United States. tg 
saved what I could from my earnings so that I would be 
ready when the final decision was made. t had no inten- 
tion to ever remain in america, but 1 wanted to see the 
country about which I had heard so much. 

The decision to go to America was made in 1920, when I 
was approaching my twenty-seventh birthday. I planned to 
go alone, and sailed from Copenhagen direct to New York. 

It was a splendid trip across the Atlantic and I enjoyed 
every minute of it. The climate of Denmark had never agreed 
too well with me, but the ocean voyage made me feel like a 
new person. 

Romance budded again while on board ship. This time, 
it was an unusual circumstance which brought At my way. 
Seated close to where my steamer chair was located was a 
couple who apparently were brother and sister. I had obser- 


ved that the man was a fine looking young chap, but that 
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was all there had been to it for me. He was just another 
good looking man. I was seated in a chair of my ovm that 
T had brought on board. Tt was an old chair and not too 
secure. Unexpectedly though, the chair gave way, andl 
found myself sitting flat on the deck. Before I could 
regain my feet entirely, the nice appearing man was at my 


side, giving assistance. I saw much of him and his sister 


oO 


after that incident. Before leaving the ship we agreed 
to correspond with each other. The ma lived in Cleveland. 
At Ellis Island I met a police officer who was an 
acquaintance of friends of mine in New York. Through his 
cooperation I was permitted to pass through without much 
delay. I met my friends later at a hotel. IL thought 
New York was magnificent at the first sight of it, though 
I felt awkward at first in the city with my meager knowledge 
of English. 
I secured a job immediately caring for a physician's 
two children. I stayed on this job for six months, divid- 


ing my time between their Fifth Avenue home in New York and 


wv 


a country home they had in Connecticut. America began 
to appeal to me immensely. Everything appeared to be on a 


more substantial and prosperous basis. As a youngster in 


Denmark, I had always craved action. America seemed to have 


plenty of it. I admired the dash and alertness of the 


» , = ¥ ah , ¥ : 
[aeqes oF 
= a 


tratedye: eon | 


eB “ 7 co a) 
I ,aitemmieG) tf 
ithaca? 


ade bezimbs a 
; a Pie : 


; aia os Wi 14. 


are 


Ralph W. Black Racial Minorities Survey 
11-19-36 Danish 


people I contacted daily. I forgot to tell you that my 
New York friends lived in the Bronx. They invited me to 
remain with them until I got my bearings. ‘the trip to the 
Bronx on the elevated seemed like such a tremendous distance 
that I became much concerned about the amount of the fare. 

I insisted to my friends that ihay should not have to 

bear such an expense. When they dismissed my plea with a 
wave of the hand and informed me that the fare was but five 
cents, I was diumfounded. 

I had written to the sanatarium at Battle Creek, Michi- 
gan about getting a nursing position there. They advised 
me that I would have to report there in person before I 
could be given consideration. I had been recommended for | 
a position by a Danish doctor. 

On my way to Battle Creek, 1 stopped over at Cleveland 
to visit for several days in the home of the man I met 
aboard the ship. I must confess to you now that the affair 
had progressed further than I, at first, admitted. ‘The man 
had actually proposed to me before 1 left the ship. I must 
confess further, that I had quite an interest in him, but 
I wanted to know something about his family and his home 
life. So IL had consented to the visit. To avoid going 
into detail, and to shorten the story, I'll tell you frank- 
ly that I was not impressed with his family, and my feeling 


toward him cooled after staying four days in his home, even 
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though he made a valiant effort to force the marriage. 

So I went on to Battle Creek. When I reported to the 
superintendent of nurses at the sanitarium I was told that 
I might have to wait as long as two weeks before my appli- 
cation could be acted upon. While I was bei interviewed 
I heard an assembly singing "Onward Christian Soldier." 

I cannot tell you how comforting it wes to hear the singing 
of thet hymn. It meade me feel thet I would be perfectly 
at home there. I went to a hotel and engaged a room for 
the night. I paid three dollars and a half for the room, 
en amount that seemed like a fortune to me. 

While I was unpacking some things from my bag, 1 received 
a message from the sanitarium requesting me to report there 


for duty the next morning. I do not know what it was that 


I 


caused them to act so quickly, but that's what happened. 
went to work in the massage room, where I remained for seven 
months. «at the end of that time I was offered a position 

as special nurse to the daughter of the founder of Montgom- 
ery-Ward & Company for 4 period of three months. Ll lived 


in my room and found conditions very agreeable. when 


that case was completed I did special nursing for several 


months more. 


I had been offered a trip to UValifornia, as a nurse, 
for four months, with.all of my expenses paid, but did not 


accept it at the time. Now, that I had earned solie money, 
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and felt generally encouraged, 1 decided that 41 wanted to 
see California. #rom what i had been told, 1 felt that my 
health would be better there. In 1921 I went to Berkeley 


where I did special nursing for awhile. Finally, I applied 


a3) 


at the County Hospital of Contra Costa County for position. 


It just happened that a nurse, who had been engaged for 
work, had failed to report that day. The superintendent 
offered me the place that was being held for her. I worked 
in the hospital there for a year and a half. 

One of my patients in the hospital at Martinez was a 
foreman on bridge construction. A romance developed here 
and we were married in 1923. We made our home in Oakiand 
and Berkeley. I had not been married long before I realized 


t 


that I had chosen poorly in selecting a husband. I have 
< , ae | 


ee 


often wondered if my married life would not have been hap- 


pier and more successful had I accepted any one of my previous 


suitors. It turned out that my husband was a heavy drinker. 
Dissatisfaction gradually arose. But the baby came and it 
seemed that there was nothing else to do but see matters 

through. we -owned the home in Oakland. ‘That was some ad- 

vantage. My husband died in 1929, and I, with my little 

girl, came to Pasadena. I opened up a beauty and reducing 

parlor in #ast rasadena. Although I was repeatedly advised 


that 1 could not succeed in the location selected, 1 did 
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quite well after the first few weeks, and made a comfortable 
living for myself and twelve year old daughter all through 
the depression, but it required a lot of hard work. I had | 

i 


to go out and actually bring in my patrons. Once having 


with a better business outlook, 1 am looking forward hope- 
fully. I own a modest little home, secluded partially by 


trees and shrubbery. My daughter has just entered junior 


/ 

H 

served them, though, I have managed to hold most of them. 

high school and is getting to an age where she is helpful 

in maintaining the home. 

| i have to work long hours, from ten to fifteen a day, 

but soon I may be able to hire more help and have more time 

/ for recreation. I enjoy music and literature, but hav 
little time to give to them. My daughter is learning to 
play the violin and piano. I read the trade journals in 


an effort to keep up with methods that will advance my 


business. For a few moments of variation, i enjoy reading 


= 
ee a 


proneuen Beseetive story. I am amember of the Seventh Day 
Adventists church. I believe in the American form of 
government, and have every reason to profess loyalty to 
American institutions. I am of the opinion that President 
Roosevelt was the man to have been in office for the past 
four years. I was inclined to believe, however, that Gover- 
nor Landon was the conservative type of man which the country 


might need during the next four years. Tt woeted, for him, 
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but I am not ereatly disappointed at the re-election of 


President Roosevelt. My greatest objection to the American 
System is the enormous emount of money spent annualy, not 
only for the operation of government, but in private indus- 
try aS well. I think that many of the large salaries paid 
to corporation heads HndtoPhiotars Bhaonee justified. 

But that is something for the American people themselves 
to eeteres tee and I am proud to be known as an American 
citizen. Meanwhile, my little daughter assures me that we 
ere going to win out in our own little struggle for existence, 


and I quite believe that she is right. 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY-DANISH 


Carl E. Andersen, resident at the YMCA,715 South Hope 
Street, Los Angeles, has been a clerk at Sears Roebuck 
department store on East Ninth Street.most of the time since 
he arrived from Denmark. 

Andersen was born in the city of Copenhagen October Sl, 
1908, the son of a Danish tailor who owned his shop, Carl Be 
Andersen, and Juliane Jensen, whose only occupation had been 
housewife. Carl came to the United States in 1926 when he was 
but 19 years old, with the settled intention of staying here-- 
at least until he had made his fortune in oil. He blames the 
Depression for his never having been able to gain a position 
with an oil company. Also he says he encountered unexpected 
competition here and the way was harder than he had expected 
to encountere 

He left Denmark because that country was too small and 
did not afford him sufficient opportunity but is sure he would 
have been better off now had he stayed there. However, he has 
no intention of returning. He had read much about oil, but his 
selection of Los Angeles as his immediate destination resulted 
from his mother's aunt living here. 

The United States "might have been what he expected" but 
was not "owing to the Depression." Without that, he believes, 
there would have been more chance to get rich. 


Such rather youthful and naive ideas would mislead a per- 


son who might be attempting to estimate Andersen's weight as 
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a personality, as will be seen by further inquiry into his 
education and commercial and financial sophistication. 

Asked regarding his early heroes, he mentioned at once 
H. Ne Andersen, no relative of his,who went as a poor boy to 
Siam, worked in teak wood plantations, returned to Denmark, 
established steamship lines and became very rich. Carl thought 
he could do something of the sort. Besides the East Asiatic 
Steamship Company, he studied the business of three Americans, 
Ford, Rockefeller and Morgans 

He says he was not interested in political leaders. 
Thorwalsen, a Danish sculptor, whose statues may be seen at 
Forest Lawn Cemetery, Glendale, came to his mind. 

He uses very good English, with little brogue, and des- 
eribes as "grand" his first impression of New York. He saw 
almost mothing there, however, as he boarded a train at once-- 
the wrong train--and does not know exactly where he was-~- 
"somewhere in the South"--when he discovered that he was to 
arrive in New Orleans instead of Chicago.e He had studied con- 
siderable English and could read, but on arrival in this country 
was Weavie ta understand anyone--it seemed as if they talked 
so faste He recollects the absurdity of his Danish winter 
overcoat in the sunny Southeastern train. 

Childhood. Andersen's peyenue belonged to the middle class in 
the Danish capital. They attended the Lutheran church, as he 
continues to do here. He has one brother and one sister, who 
have no desire to emigrate. His mother told her children 


stories, including Andersen's "fairy tales", and sang them 


ih AN aaa SCAN 


A. eae : fab , bh eat 
d if Sn Lay : Bk ; Pini ' aie a MAY 


2, J x 
( eat Sat AP. Mianeoennit 


he ott petpid, itn et noee, of fitw ae ‘hee th, 
-toltnotvengoe Eptonact’ bro Entorenmoe bas Hod aoubo i 

| eomo te denot deem. oH .eeoten -ytae ete yetbrogen owes | a | 

+ ot Yor teoq a atten: onw, eld to ovivelor hots dosrrobeth, a - i 
siraaereg toa owner onottataala hoow wae ni bestrott saat Ae 
igsrodd fr80 Adal Yxev omaced bas aonkt qitemaade Setatitds vine ; 
otdated tebe edt Webived 44x08 ond ‘to aitddemok ob bine2, on 
(cece be ouh oeetis te cnentond code potbrde or _eegen0® qidennede 

, atlegtoM pia toLLeredoo#, Ot, 


=. Srl 


. 


+ oc ob Bet feet d?. Lom mk beteoretat toi ow ed ayse ‘en ) ; bi, 
+6 1988 od yam aocrthote ecoity yrodatuoe detaect a (den kmirentt 
wie + Dieu atch OF, nso ‘ol sbae lo rodent crore teeto% 
abi courgort ‘etvart Hedw febiga -booy Yrev eeu of ies. eae 
wee Of - «Usek well Io motkeerqat tarky atti “Daag! Bs dedive 7 ¥ 
~~90n0 op fit ore B bo hen ead el 82 stevewon oteds gabon seomia , 
~-80H oi Yotogiw ‘i dome, work doc Beob ‘baa--aherd ‘BaoTtW> ,oxid ; : Ly ae 4 
od ead ed dacs bos ovoom kb” ext rodw>= "dio edt nt Svudeecan i a 
“(100 betbuda ek of —.onnotdd 46 beodent accel) welt ak ca 
“aprtemog etd eb Lavitde ito’ “here baer bivod: bag. Aetigait oldmoble a 
| peated youd AE eA boned’ dfs-onoyis bastorebar of oLdacir eeu ie 
ne Sect sonnet eid %o yvibiveda ont asia toagie om Ree oi “, oe 
Do ataieg seed ksenttio® ‘yer | 


mh anels ose eat od poanoled bee! erasenot 


att 


ran ‘id free 


ar: 
P sah gs a Rane? 
é i dot , 


——— : 


Oe. 


Alfred F. Isham Racial Minorities Survey 
10-19-36 Danish 


children's songs. They played in a central park oftentimes-- 
had no yard at home --and no supervised play outside of school. 
The father's interest in his children was not so great as the 
mother's but he often played with them such games as tag and 
football in the parks. They had no group recreation. Carl | 
was taught to read and write a little by his mother before he 
attended school. 
School. At the age of six he entered the first grade. All 
schools were private then and tuition was paid. In two or three 
years the state took over the schools. Carl did not like school. 
There were about 30 pupils in one class. From six to fourteen, 
he studied reading, writing, arithmetic, gymnastics, physics, 
history, geography, physiology, drawing, singing, eves He 
still keeps many school books, including one for age six or 
seven in which he studied notes and words of songs. Hach year 
children were given a new songbook, as they grew olcer. 

At this period he knew a soldier whom he considered a 
heroe Teachers told of Tordenskjold, famous in the Danish army 
as a strategist who fooled the enemy time and againe 

His recollection of the subjects of songs included flowers, 
woods, landscape and some remance; but he was not taught any 
fanciful tales “until he studied real history." 

Andersen finished the highest grade in accepted fashion 
when he was fourteen--the eighth. Then also odond tag to 
accepted Danish eaaven he got a job with a company which would 


send him to school four more years. First he studied writing 
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letters and typing in the office of a steamship company. Every 
company has to send its young employes to a business college-- 
they are chosen out of elementary school with this expectation — 
and all his expenses were paid for four years. He slept at 
home, took a lunch for noon, but was given free dinner by the 
company. During this period he read a few novels, which he 
remembers indistinctly. At the age of 19 he had finished the 
Bdsiness course, which included German and English, bookkeep- 
ing, foreign trade, business administration, banking, insur- 
ance, etc. His acquaintance with young Americans leads him 

to opine that they are astonishingly lacking in "yractical" 
informatione 

Community: Andersen does not recollect attending what might 
have been called festivals. He had no interest there in poli- 
tics, but spent much time in football and rowing in a skiff 

on the harbor, where he won two prizes. He is very quiet and 
unobtrusive and rather small--not at all the big loud boasting 
athlete. As to holidays, he remembers Constitution Day, 

June 5; a half-holiday May 1, Labor Day; Christmas, Easter, 
Whitsunday at which times the business community usually took 
four days' vacation instead of one as here. On those days he 
went to church and to the parks. He never had native costumes, 
which he says were used mostly by farmers. He used a free 
public library, which also had a department for children. 
America. He did not like the looks of the Negro huts in cotton 
states--probably is a bit ashamed to admit that he was uncertain 


whether the dark-colored people might be partly Indians, altho 
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he appears to have recognized Arizona as the definitely 

Indian country. People were helpful when he could not speak — 
English; to learn took him about half a year at the age of 

19 in Los Angeles, and it was harder than he had expected. 
During that time or before, Andersen read much of United States 
history, including subjects--the gold rush, oil and good roads. 
He still receives a Danish weekly paper and some Danish books, 
but has given himself over almost wholly to Hnglish, reads 
numerous library books on pie and business, and believes 
if he has any children they will not speak Danish. Reading 
Danish has become harder, and to speak it had become so "awful" 
that he lately joined a Danish club. 

| Although he is certain he would have been better off fin- 
ancially had he remained in his native land, he has not given 
up hope here and does not plan to return. His training in boy=- 
hood toward employment now comes out strongly, for instead of 
trying to bee into oil or other get-rich-quick concerns, he has 
spent nearly all his time working as steadily as a man of fifty 
in a large store. He feels that he is in that business and 
will be kept and his services will in the end be recognized. 
"But it takes a long long time." American companies do not 
keep men permanently and care for them well, like Danish com- 
Are he believes. Boys go into large concerns in Denmark 
and stay all their lives. Companies do not take them at his 
age--thirty--he would not be able to get in again if he should 
return. No one has to worry about the possiblility of being 
fired in Denmark. At 65 employes retire on a pension. They 
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spend their wages as they receive them in Danmark, feeling 
secure for the future, and do not try hard to save. Companies 
do more to care for employes. 

An employe of a large Danish company may not receive as 
large a salary as the same work would bring here, and he has 
difficulty in saving except for use on vacations. But besides 
being sure of his job, he can be sick with no deduction. Here 
one loses his salary as soon as he is sick. Many Danish com- 
panies own places for taking peed uven ay and furnish all expenses 
except food. Employes are treated with more consideration than 
here, he says. 

Within recent years Andersen has become a citizen. If he 
should return to Denmark, it would be to visit. He has a girl 
here whom he has attended for several years--a bank president's 
daughter, of Danish descent. . 

He doesn't "stop to think of improving the United States". 
But the thought comes at once that young people are not very 
considerate of other people's property or rights. They are 
not respectful. They shove their dirty dishes in front of you 
at a restaurant. A boy in Denmark is as old at 14 as an Amer- 
ican is at 18 or 193 but when they reach 25 they are about the 
same, he saya. 

When France went off the gold standard teen. young 
Andersen was asked by the local Sears Roebuck management to 
explain to 14 or 15 buyers what it was all about. Their educa- 
tion had not included the subject. At the time of this interview 
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he was studying a course in income tax bookkeeping from a 
local university. 

He subscribes for the Daily News and the Readers! Digest. 

He iwtenes to vote for Roosevelt. His father is a Social-~ 
ist and his own attitude regarding Danish politics remains 
still that of a young sone While he maintains that he has not 
spent much time on politics and has few if any statesmen Horeca: 
this is likely Bere iative attitude, relative to his far greater . 
interest in business. Denmark, Norway and Sweden are socialist 
countries; and the recent vote of the Socialist party in Sweden 
showed the remarkable increase of 20%, he noticed. There are 
other ometiiee parties, which, however, do not run the countries 
of Scandinavia. It is an insult here to call anyone a social- 
ist, he Be People don't know what it means. He would have 
evaded this subject and any acknowledgement of his theories 
had not this writer known him and had previous conversation. 
Fifty per cent of American political theory is socialistic, 
he believes, but people are so ignorant of the ecomomic mean-~ 
ing of their scattered theories that they do not know that 
socialistic is the word that applies. 

Recently Andersen induced one of his young business asso- 
ciates to complete an unfinished high school course by attend- 
ing night school; and another to occupy his useless spare time 


by studying piano and some other course at night school. 


% Mes 
ve 
a ae 


" sdeonte 'erebsofi ead ne “awott ‘uot re 61 Basal on 
~iaboot £ Bt rodent are A VfoveaodHt ‘40% OdO¥ ot afmeddatt att a . 3 
| ant. pines 29 tt blog, sashes patbegen cobmiiide eet aLet Baw at | ce Me a 
foot ban. oc da sptait oe et elt "de gato rs ‘to al ‘EERIE te 
Booed evaiod ada ye Be wed ‘cad fem aosd ttl 440 ‘omit fost neds: | 
aedeot: nip ebel od, euttatos oped Lada! evidelor i) “lout, at esd 
pifiatoon ous reboue Beis Meda dic aaired sneentaxd rk Saorednt: 
‘gobo. fis ‘dae BRE ebook odd to. ‘edo sne00% odd bets igeitdanes | mn! one ” 


bias ay ' Vo 


OX 8 pont sbootdor od. ‘to onsorodt ‘of sul-came's ont bewore " 


PRolnd aio wats ‘tet Fors yeh .Tovvewod | Sots coo haa ‘olteme ‘teddo. 


‘ 


Ue hotel 8 enue ifed of on ont’ ‘Sivan on ah, ce “ atvantbaBee 29 | 
eve ‘bine: On Uabrven at dactw we oc nob elqoot  Veyee ‘od tek e * 
dstioodd: an he, dnoniog sbelwormles The ba sootdue ‘atts bobsve ine 


yore 
7 


_avivancounee “auolverg bad bas mae rive rat cohen ati ton bed : ae "i 
i Mbit, 


g> 


jsnpen o hionte 98 “enld no teanreoorg on ote elqosa Sand sevbited OH | 
puis Bo A, Sy ma: oy 

tan vers gor ob. yout 2 add nolnoodd beredinoe “ater “to. ay, an oh 
ile enottaas tale bow ‘ode BL ‘otvettiteetee 


ve og oud apie etd to exr0 beoutar goerrebrih ‘eiadeoee oF a : a - 


jobdelLagosy ‘et pro odit, ieotdt Loe, nooftou 30 bane Tag egthe 


al e 


4 ee 


‘aboetds bg eens 9 ‘foorioe Carn poeta, 8. oteLamio. ot ee 


ne 
Ps 
« 


i eyed $ oxeae exbteot! « aus Geno ot, i, saddens ee + «toons 7 
Fy | me 


Crave! « are roughly et thousand Danes who were torn in 


Denmark living in California, and more of this group (born in 

Denmark) are in California than in any other state. For a 

; number of years ‘Hee whee Steadily trekked westward after brief ; 

stays in the Middle West. © 7 | ce. 

ee coat ta ee northern California there is a eye Danish colony en- 
gaged principally in dsixyferming. South of Fresno and ae 
colony near Santa. Barbare there are other pees A great many 

} live around the San Francisco Bay. 

| The panes in the rural districts Daeitar ie preserve more 

aie Pa ge the homeland in their lives than those who have settled in 

fs the cities, but even these cling tenaciously to many of their 
customs. This is especially true of foods, handwork, music. 


he 


and dancing. 


“ 


- Singing societies have always been especially important 
in Danish fife. and every Danish group in America has one or 
more of these. In Oakland there are both a Men's and a Women's 


Singing Society. 
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DANISH HOLIDAYS © 


With rare exceptions, Danish holidays are closely connected 
with the Lutheran Church, which is the Danish State: Church. Before 
Luther, Catholicism was important in Denmark, and certain fav- 
holidays have continued to exist under Luther- 


anism. Research will undoubtedly show anti? even older base for 


many of these days. 


New Years is really celebrated on New Year's Eve, and begins 


with dinner -- significant as the Tast meal of. the old year <= 
at which a special dish, gronlangkaal is served. This is made 
of green cabbage and poiled*pork. ‘Later they serve coffee and 
aebleskiver -- a round, spongy pastry baked in special pans, 
the dough being made of buttermilk, flour and eggs, and served 
with jelly and suger. At midnight they go out into the street 
and shoot off fireworks. Many of the more serious-minded go 
to church about a quarter of an hour before midnight and attend 
the special service known as "Vaage" (literally: awake), which 
lasts all night. | 

"Hellig Tre Konger", which means the Three Holy Kings, 
occurs on the 4th or 5th of January. They celebrate in: the 
evening by lighting the Christmas tree for the last time. 
In Sweden, however, this is a more important holiday and the 
celebration lasts through the ae as well as the evening. 


"Fastelavn" is the first day of the "fasting period", or 


~— 


va 


The children are provided with. 


i. 


 ‘Hastelavn pis, ‘or wreaths. These. are made of twigs twisted 
iS into the shape of a capital Y, or sometimes they resemble a 
Mesut racket without strings. These are bound with brightly 
“colored paper and artificial flowers. Harly in ie en ene 
of Fastelavn, the children, carrying the Festelavn ris and 
wearing’ masks, go into the houses end wake up the older peovle 
Se beagi ne the ris on the bed and shouting. "Get up! Get unt" 
7 The older people usually give them small coins. This is a day 
iaien boller is served the whole day long -- a great day for 
the Danish paneer. There are about thirty varieties of boller, 
a rie | which ea TOUMe meee tune Tiled with custard, sugar, nuts, 
es (. -radsins, preserved fruits, etc. Phere is also a smaller, cheaper 
Ae: variety filled with currants. After the children have awakened 
the town, they invade the bake-shops where they are presented 
iG with bolier. On this day breakfast consists of coffee and | 4 
ines boller; for dinner, the first dish is boller in hot milk, sprinided 
LO “with sugar and cinnamon, and the second dish is hard -bedled 
eggs with mustard sauce. Boller is served with afternoon coffee 
and again in the eran ine. Boller is eaten by Danes everywhere 
et Se Deo iea. ble teen bakeries, great or small, have them on a 
i Pe SAL G\ Ont Fastelavn. | 
| "Marie Bebudelsesdag" is essentially a religious holiday 
and celebrates the day the angel appeared to Mary to tell her 
that she woula give birth to the Christ. It occurs the week 


on Palm Sunday. 
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"Skaers Torsdag" is the day befiore Good Friday. The transla- 

tion of skaers was somewhat vague: fine, elegant; literally: 

cut, perhaps in the sense that a jewel is cut. But none of 

these definitions give any clue to the significance Or Lhe 

day. There is no celebration outside of the church. Good 

Friday is known picturesquely as "Lang Fredag", or Long Friday. 

Both days are full holidays. Saturdays are as usual. Then 

comes "Paaske", which is known as First Easter Day. it isa 

very sacred day. Theatres, concert halls, all places of amuse- 

ment are closed. The children have their painted Easter eggs 

“as in America, but instead of Haster rabbits there are baster 

lambs. nAnden Paaske" is the next day -~ Setond Easter Day. 

Everyone is gay and relaxed; it is a day for general amusement. 
"Almindelig Bededag", or Great Prayer Day, comes on the 

fourth Friday after pdobees The origin of this day is not clear 

to me. It seems that about three hundred years ago there was 

a war, or some other national catastrophe, and ever since the 

Danes have gone to church for special prayers on this day. 

In the evening they visit each other, drink coffee and eat 

varme hveder, a sort of sweet biscuit, somewhat like zweibach. 
‘nEimmelfartsdee" , or Ascension Day, the Thursday after 

the fifth Sunday after Haster, is celebrated only in the churches. 
"Pinsedag" is Whitsunday, six weeks after faster, and 

the celebration continues through Monday, which day is known 

as Nannen Pinsedag", or Second Pinsedag. On Pinsedag everyone 

Dee ap very early in the morning and goes out to the seaside, 


if possible, to see the sunrise. Excursion poats are always 


aN SA, 5 - 
si ad hese? A a 


Ais 
Hii i 
Ny 


crowded. After the.sun has risen, everyone goes home or to 
restaurants to drink coffee. 

"Grundlovsdag" is June 25th -- Constitution Day, a half- 
holiday. It corresponds to the American 4th of July. 

On Midsummer's Eve, the 23rd of June, the Danes start 
ponfires on the hilltops to frighten away ghosts and evil 
spirits. Some towns also celebrate with regattas during the 
day. | 

"Mikkelsaften" -~ literally: Michael's Evening -- or 


Michaelmas, comes in October or November. This is an old 


Catholic holiday which survived the Reformation in Denmark... 


It is celebrated in the evening by drinking voffee and eating 


kringle, a twisted pastry sprinkled with aniseed, which, in- 
cidentally, is a sort of coat-of-arms of the Danish bakers 
and hangs, gilded, over their shops. 
"Mortensdag" —- Martin's Day -- falls on November ll, 
put the celebration occurs on "vMortensaften", the night before. 


Most Danes think that this day is celebrated in honor of Martin 


Luther, who was born on November ll. As a matter of fact, Luther 


was named Martin because he was born on Mortenscdag. Loses 
another old Catholic holiday and refers to St. Martin of Tours, 
an early saint, who was a soldier, a priest, and finally bishop 


of a monastery at Tours. This day is always celebrated by 


eating boiled rice, fried goose or sometimes duck, and red 


4 


cabbage; those who cannot afford goose eat pork. The killing 
of the goose dates back £0 Meaties times, when it was believed 
that the goose embodied an evil spirit. Mortensdag is a sort 
of dress rehearsal for Christmas, and in this respect resembles 
the American Thanksgiving. : 

Christmas is the favorite Danish holiday and is made much 
of by Danes no matter in what country they live. The principal 
celebration occurs on Christmas Eve. Stores close at five; 
churéh services begin at six. Then comes the Christmas dinner 
of boiled rice, fried goose and red cabbage, and for dessert, 
apple cake with whipped cream. After dinner they light the 
Christmas tree and distribute the presents. The children 
join hands and dance around the tree, singing tre nas songs. 
if there are many children, three or four rings of them circle 
the tree, moving in opposite directions. Everyone stays up 
very late on this night. 

"Juledag" is First Christmas Days Chureh services are 
held in the morning and afternoon. It is a more or less dignified 
day, given over to paying visits and drinking coffee. But on 
‘the next day,"Anen Juledag" -- Second Christmas Day" -- every- 
one is gay and lighthearted; places of amusement open again, 


and there is New Year's to look forward to. 
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We live in a day of terrifying change. Before us and around us the 


visible world 
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SURVEY OF NATIONAL MINORITIES IN CALIFORNIA 


FOREIGN BORN DANES IN SONOMA COUNTY, OTHER THAN PETALUMA: 


The Danes have settled widely in Sonoma County but nowhere 
have they congregated in such numbers as in Petaluma. However, they have 
gone quite extensively into the orchard business and this seems a little 
strange as there are few orchards in Denmark. 

Take the case of George Iverson, who was born in Denmark 


in 1872, January 12, in the town of Ringkjobing on the North Sea. He was 


educated in the excellent public schools of his native land, but as soon as 


ed 


he was of age determined to seek wider fields,so in 1895 he came to the 

United States. Arriving at the port of New York he immediately went to 

Towa where he spent one year and a half working on a farm. Next we find 

him in San Francisco where he worked at various kinds of labor for two 

years but the soil called him and in 1898 he came to Sonoma County and farmed 

rented land for six years, carefully saving his money to buy a place of his own. 

This he did in 1904 atk he purchased 34 acres of land in the Rainsville 

District. Fifteen acres he planted in apples, pears and cherries and he has 

built a very comfortable and attractive home. He also engages in the poultry . 

business on the side and has ilade this business pay as well as the orchard. 

The hens carried me along, he says, while the fruit was getting underway. 
In 1897 he married liiss Hansina M. Holm of Schleswig, Germany 

put of Danish parentage. Schleswig had once belonged to Denmark and mostly 

Danes dwell there. By her he had three children. She died in 1905, and 

in 1909 he again married, thie time to a Denish girl, Miss Johanne Hliasen. | 

Mr, Iverson is a Democrat and a member of the Vanish Brotherhood which is a | 


statewide fraternal order maintaining a lodge at Petaluma as we have seen. 
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Iverson talks interestingly of the home life in old Denmark 
and especially of the old folk tales, The werewolf was an actuality to 
his boyish mind as well as the three legged horse -- he was the hell-horse -- 
and on stormy nights he prowled about on his three legs and heaven protect 
the youngster who was late getting home. Then there was the man with the 
head under his arm. He was wont to stay in old houses and Mr, Iverson 
relates how he seemed to love particularly one old mansion on the outskirts 
of town where the boys sometimes camped when out fishing. ‘You could hear 
him welk in the sumer night up and down, up and down the hall, and we boys 
ley and shivered in bed for fear he would come to our door and knock." 

Then he tells of the New Year celebrations. It was ushered in 
quite as noisely in Denmark as in this country, but in a different way. 

"We did not blow the New Year in, we smashed it in. When it was dark on 

New Year's eve we stole out with all the cracked and damaged pottery of the 
year that had been hoarded for the purpose, and hying ourselves to some 
favorite neighbor's door, broke our pots against it. Then we ran, but not very 
far nor very fast, for it was part of the game that if one were caught he was 
to be taken in and treated to hot doughnuts." ‘The smashing was a mark of favor 
and the person who had the most pots broken against his door was the most 
popular man in town. 

And speaking of doughnuts: They seemed to be a favorite item 
on the diet. In Uhristmas after the roast duck and other goodies of the 
season, doughnuts always topped the meal, and considering the number that were 
eaten, one would think the meal had just begun instead of ended. 

Many of the Vanes succeeded as merchants. Jhe life of Alfred 
E. Poulsen of Santa Xosa is an illustrious example. He was born in 


Copenhagen, Yenmark, in 1867. After finishing public schools he bid his folks 
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goodbye and started for America. He was only fifteen then but the 

conquering spirit of the old Jutes was in his blood. He worked his way 

across the Atlantic in a sailing vessel end arrived at the rort of New York 
with but a dollar in his pocket. First he went to the lumber camps of 
Wisconsin where many Vanes were employed. This was herd work for a boy 

and the pay was small but he spent his spare time picking up a conmend of 
English and studying Americen customs. He worked in the summers on farms 

and in the winters in the lumber. He then got work clerking in a store 

at the pay of $50.00 a year put he had determined to become a merchant 

and was willing to uncergo any sacrifice to learn the business. the old 
skinflint for whom he worked even charged him for the lead pencils used in 
keeping his accounts. After a couple of years here he next went to Manchester, 
Michigan, where he went to work clerking in a postoffice. He worked hard 

and soon became the assistant to the Post Master. In 1888 after becoming 

of age he took the examination for railway mail clerk and was given a run 

on the fast mail. He remained six years in the government employ, saving 

his money in the meantime against es time he could again enter the 
merchandising business, At the end of that time he had managed to save $490.00. 
With this he went to New York ami got a mail order house to back him with a 


stock of goods. He went to the small town of Kendalville in northeastern 


Indiana and opened his first store. With an eye to advertising he got a lot 


of empty boxes and arranged them neatly on his shelves and then displayed 
his merchandise in the corners where they would show up best giving the 
appearance of a very much larger stock than he carried. His wife was his 
very able assistant, for he had married by this time and they both worked 
hard,putting their money back into the business, and they made a success of 


the enterprise. But he was looking for larger fields, and after a year sold 


out and moved to the larger town of Lagrange, in the same county in Indiana, 
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and here he established the largest general store in the county, occupying © 


three stories. He remained here for five years, making a great success 


: ae “ of the business, He then moved to Battle Creek, Michigan, where he opened % 4 
aes a still larger store, ani here he stayed for ten years, In 1909 he cam ai 
i out to the Coast for the first time to attend the Alaska-Yukon Pacific 4 
re f Exposition in Seattle. He was so impressed with the country that he made a : 
tour of all the Pacific coast cities to find the location which pleased him | 

" most, and at last decided on Portland, Oregon. He went back to Battle Creek } . 


and sold out his store, and moved his family to Portland. Here he changed 
his vocation and opened up a real estate business. Showing the same business 
acumen and industry here as ApS he made a success of his efforts, but 
he could not stay long out of the merchandizing business, and in 1916 he 
bought out the store of A, T. Sutherland in Santa Rosa and started his first 
department store, one of the largest in the county. And he admits owing 
much of his success to his wife who was Sarah A. Gallagher, a descendant of 
an old New England family with a lot of Yankee thrift ami enterprise. ‘She : ie 
had taught school before marrying Poulsen in Michigan. He married her in 

: 1888 and they have three children, one daughter who is married and two 

Ma) | sons who are associated ith their father in the store business. Poulsen is 

i sa Republican and a high Mason. 

NE . His life well illustrates what many Yenes have done in this 

rie county through thrift and industry. They have succeeded where many 

i | _ Americans with better advantages have failed because they have been willing 

Mirae de to work and to save. 
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FOREIGN BORN DANES IN PETALUMa, SONOMA COUNTY. 


Nowhere in Sonoma County have the Danes exerted so important 
en influence on De eeauiky. life than in Petalum. According to the U- 5. 
census of 1930 there were 629 foreign born Danes in the County and 
most of these are to be found in Petaluma and its environs. Here the 
Danish Society, known as Denia, is am active social and fraternal or- 
ganization and numbers about four hundred memberse They have a hall 
in the City of Petaluma known as Dania Hall and here Dania No. 10 mets 
every Monday night at 8 oftclocke me orgenization is poth fraternal 
and social and the meetings are enthusiastically attended. Here the 
old country dances are perpetuated and the old country songs are Sunge 
For, thouga the Danes ere all loyal Americans they bave an intense love 
for the old countrys 

There are Over three hundred Eaten of foreign birth in and 

around Petaluma and many of the representative citizens of the ci ty 
are of that racee ror ipstence there is Dr- H- Le Lorentzen one 
of the leaders @& the profession in Sonoma Countye He was born neer 
copenhagen, Denmark, on April 28, 1865, and educated in the public 
schools of his mative lunde He first landed in .merica in 1884 at the 
port of New York but here the wanderlust got him again and we find 
him wxt in Australia end New Zealand where he spent ten years doing 
odd jobs, mostly connected with dipping for like his countrymen he 
had a great love for the ocean. In 1895 he returned to the United 


States, coming this tine to Sen Francisco; here at last to begin his 
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FOREIGN BORN DANES IN PETALUMA, SONOMA COUNTY 


preperation for his life wake In 1900 he was graduated from the 
Hahnemann Medical School. Tyo y ars liter he completed the course 

in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, but before graduating the 
strong Love for the water lured him away again and he took the pos- 
ition of ship surgeon on the Japanese steamship, Nippon Maru, and 
spent a year voyaging with this boat. Coming back to San Francisco 
he Opened an office and practiced his profession from 1902 to 1906 
leaving there at the time of the fire and earthquake. He then came to 
Petaluma nd has resided here ever since, engaged in the generai practice 
but specializing on electro- therapeutics and his creige in Petaluma 
is equipped with every modern applience for treatments of this chara~- 
cter. 

He took a post graduate course in Europe in 1903 and has done 
all he could to equip himself to successfully practice his profession, 
and as a result he is now regarded as one af the most suceessful doce 
tors in the cainty. In the small village where he was bom on the 
Islend of Zealand, many of the old mediaeval cwtoms prevailed when 
he was a boy and some of them persist to this daye The night watch- 
men is one of these as in the villages of Germany, ad as there one 
of his duties is to call off the hours of the night. Dre Lorentzen 
says that the people went to bed early in those days and the watch- 
men raised his voice at ei ght o'clock. He sang his song from th&t 


time until four in the moming, every hour a new verse, suppossd to 
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HaVe specig] reference to the time of night. In these Chants he 
commingled a religious strain with everyday homely advice, At 
ten o'clock he reminded the laggard that it was time to turn in, thus: 
“HO, Watchman! heara ye the clock stricke ten? 
This hour is worth the knowing. 
Ye households, high and low, 
The time is here and g0ing, 
When ye to bed should go, 
Ask God to guard and Say "amen", 
Be quick and bri ght 
Watch fire md li ght 
Our clock has just struck ten." 
At one otclock he sang: 
"Ho, Watélmant our clock is triking one, 

Oh, Jesus, wise and holy, 

Help us our cross to bear." 

All the young folk of Denmark, especially rural Denmark, 
believe in the "Jule-nissen" or the Christmas Elf, relates Dr. Laruent- 
zene The "Jule-nissen" was a little bent old men dressed in gray who 
was Supposed to dwell in the attic and every Christmas Eve the children 
never sat down to their finer until @ bowl of rice and milk haa been 
taken up to the attic for the elf. Next morning the bowl would be 
licked clean so no doubt the house cat was on friendly terms with the 


little man, smiled the g00d doctor, 
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Another Danish custom was to put ot a sheaf of rye for the 
lowly sparrow on Christmas Eve, Ca eesrck was just as mich of 
a pest as in other lands, all mst be dealt kindly with with on that 
occasion. 

“And that reminds me," added the doctor, "of the fine potroasts 
that sparrows make. Like the proverbial Mother Goose Rhyme, it took for 
and twenty birds to make a pie, but it was mst excellent and it served 
as a good way to eliminate the sparrow." 

And then I asked the doctor to tell me about the way Christmas 
was Observed in his fatherland. And his story was most imneresting. They 
begin the celebration on the eve before the regular Christms eve and 
this iS called the little Christmas Eve and the festivities contimue for 
a whole fortnight. Real Christmas was from Little Christmas Eve until 
New Years Day and then there was a week of supplementary festivities be- 
fore things slipped back to normal. The parties and balls were held 
then. The great ball of the year was on the day after Christmas; second 
Christmas Day it was called. It was held in the club house amd all the 
celebreties of the town presided. But to get back to Christmas. In his 
town, said the docta@, there was 4 grim old tower over centuries old and 
blowing in the Yule from this grim old tower is one of the customs that 
live even to this day. At sunrise the town msicians climbed th mmy 
steep ladders leading to the top end there, no matterwhat the weather, 
stormy or fair, anditvas @t to be stormy at that season, they played 


four old hyms - one for each eorner of the compass, so that every one 
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was remembered. They laways began with Luther's age old challenge - 
"A mighty Fortress to our Lord", while down below the people listened 
devoutly. And as this solem msic floated on the frosty air it lent 
a weird, mystical effect to the occasion. The solemn beauty of the 
scene was never to be forgotten. 

On March 31, 1899, the eevee was tarried to Miss Louise 
Tuggy, a native of London, England, and three daughters have been 
pom to them, now all grown and mrried. He belongs to the Dania 
Society and takes a keen interest in the welfare of his countrymen. 
He is an independent in politics, inclined to be liberale 

uite different from the life of Dr. Laurentzen has been 
thet of alfred Petersen who was born in Denmagk on February 22, 1894. 
He was reared and educated in the village of Sondervig on the North 
Sea and Spent his youth in the fishing business. He came to the 
United States in 1914 when twenty years old and settled at once in 
Petaluma, where he started as day laborer and then farmed rented land 
until 1921, all the while picking up the details of the poultry bus- 
jness. In 1921 he bought five acres of land on Mountain view Avenue 
on which he has made fine improvements and runs abt 35,000 hens a 
fear. He also is a nember of Dania and has beconme a respected well 


to do citizen of the Danish settlement. 
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FOREIGN BORN DANES IN PETALUMA, SONOMA COUNTY. 


Most of the Danes were great wanderers amd they tried many parts 
of the United States before coming to Petaluma. There is Thomes Pp, Thompson 
for instance. He was born in Demmerk on October 27, 1875, also mar Copen= 
hagen. After finishing the public schools of his native land he became 
a blacksmith at which business he wrked until 1900 in Denmark and then 
emigrated to the United States. He settled first in Minnesota, vhere he 
stayed for six months; then he moved successively to Iowa, Nebraska md 
Oregon, reaching the latter state in 1907. In all of these places he fole 
lowed his vocation until 1921, when he came to Petaluma end bought five a- 
cres Of land On Mountain view Avenue where he has since engaged in the poul- 
try business, mking a fine success @ it and averaging three thousand laying 
hens a year. 

In 1912 he was married to Miss Nana Ericksen, also a native of 

Denmark and they have two children, Esther and Henry. He also is a menber 
of Denia and independent politically. 


Unlike the Germans who were mostly Republican, the Dares are 


mostly liberal in p@litics and many of them are socialists. As a people 
they are very democratic and honest and are industrious and frugal. They 
are mostly members of the Lutheran Church and are a very active part of the 
life of Petelumay 

SOURCES OF INFQRMATION: 

Interviews with: Dr. Leurentzen, Alfred Petersen, Fred Larsen, 


Thomas P. Thompsen, S. P. Nielsen, C. W. Petersen, 


Thomas Olsen and Einar Pedersen, 
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The Danes were among the carly pioneers to come to this State, their 


! arrival ees dating back to 1827 when Peter Storm was the. first-Daneto™ 


settld permanently in california. 


» bater came many others among oe Peter » Lassen, vlackenith, cettleman | 


and lumberman, who built the first sawmill in California, and after whom Mt. 


Lassen is named. Another was Leidesdorff, who was Americen Vice Consul a 


- Yerba Buena under the Spanish ee and who later became the first nates’ 


“ressurer of San Francisco. The city remembers Leidesdorff by the street 


named after him. ; s 


It was a Dane, Captain Buhne, who discovered Humboldt bay in 1849 and who 


is called "the father of Humboldt county." Many Danish names appear in the ~ 


chronicles of the gold-rush days and of the early fifties. Prominent among these 


was the name of Charles Nelson, founder of the Nelson Steamship Company. 


Nelson, acquired lerge lumber holdings, and established sawmills in 


‘Alameda, county, Humboldt county, and up and down the entire Coast. Beside this, 
; “f 
he was a fisherman, and together with several cther, most of whom were Danes, 


~ organized the Alaska Packers’ oe 


= 


San Francisco's Danish colony is grouped about "upper Maret Street=-Valencia, 


one 


ae Church Sts. ‘Here, on Church St, ig the Danish church, Ansgar, which looks 


“tor all the world as if it had been brought over intact for Copenhagen. Here, 
along upper Berner Street, are the little Danish sean: where one may order 


Skelapadde, fiskeboller and the strange blood-builders of the Dames. 


esac @ owned “the old Tivoli cere.’ * Tersen came ieee | penniless 


eran in 1860. He hed his trode, ho however oe was 8 carpenter, and he soon 
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ae A few years later he acquired the Tivoli Cafe, which he owned for fifty 
years. When he died in 1928, Larsen was a very rich man. He left two legacies 


ee to the city, in the form of Park sites. One, at Nineteenth and Ulloa (which is 


- lmown as Larsen Park) has now been completed as a playground, » 


x 


Another Larsen is ie who built the Ferry building. 


a Most of the sense in Sen Francisco work, either literally or figuratively, 
mith their sae They are builders, Moni sactors) carpenters, painters, artisang, 
ae usually enough for a carpenter or painter to say that he is a Dane-- employers 


he know that an apprenticeship served in Denmark has been a long and thorough ones 


ca, :, MBien™ (The Bee), | the oldest me today the only Normegian-Danish newspaper in 
* San Franciscos It was founded by Sophus Hartwick, whe came toe San Francieco in 


as, 
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Hartwick has won for himself a very prominent place in Danish affairs in 


ge 


» Galifornia, and it was he who took charge of the campaign for the Danish building 


ah 


= at the Paname-Pacific feir. He has now retired from active eee toreets of the 
ze 


Danish paper, ide 4s gathering together material for a book on the histery of the 


Danish colony tn San Franeiscos is aaa 
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. When ee ee 


his Rocke kalepaia for his house and is now v: 


unieading ships and making more money. (- 


bith: tC 


his mother sold the 


Hans, was eae in Denmark, aon 
years old his father died and 
farm)going to the city, w ” ° 


It was the custom in those days to leave the, property to the 
Oldest echild,and this child paid installments to the rest the 
children for the use of the farm. The other childrenééite their 
own way. ; ; 


When Hans was thirteen years old end had finished grade school — 
he asked his mother for permisgion t go out into the world and mak 
his- own way. She granted NOS. rece aed he shipped out on @ Swedish 
merchant boat. He wag hired as a cook, knowing absolutely thing 
about cooking. The jen cave him lésgons,and he warked from(A) o'ctack 
in the morning till in the evening end went to bed more dead then 
alive. The captain was unconcerned. He says very few captains were 
fatherly souls. 


The next year he was promoted to deck work and received dollars 
@ month for this work. He shipped ont on thing which siiled 
on water, During a storm one of the men had tightened the port holes 
with a wrench. This made them go tight that one of them exploded and 
the thick glass flew all over the place} a piece of glass cuteties Hens's 
chest and frightened the men almost to death. . . 


ans left one of his boats and wandered sround South America Ant 
becomes stranded because he could not speak the languag Vhen the 
first Dm ish boat arrived in his port he shipped outysmé iris boat 

was headed for Canada. Reaching Canada he decided to homestead a 
farm, aowith his buddy tw7 hnomesteaded C60 Secres. They built a 
cabin (16x20) and picked potatoes for the fatmets on the other farms. 


One of their neiphbors was crazy’, he ate moldy Moyer, raw 
pork, berries, and mushrooms. This iman did not like strangers and 
was afraid of éveryone. One day he disappeared and when found was 
almost frozen to death. -He was taren away. chortly af tse, the crazy 
man left, Hans decided to sHhip out again. This time Bike to Seattle 
end from there to San Francisco. 


Mor the last fifteen years he has been going to Alaska to fish< 


The Celifornia Packing Company fleet take their men up north, m ying 
thouk 5160, eh the trip. “hen they arrive ’they poend one month 
Fixing sath Oats. They are permitted to do pivate Pishing for 
themselves Defore end after the company’s fishing season. During 
the Beason they spend their entire tig fim ing for the company. 
They fish. with nets for about and hours, ‘sleeping in the two 
men boats. On Vednesday they~come if and unload ag rapidly as 
possible going out again for anbdther catch and coming in Saturday 
night, resting Sunday. They sre metal eLivente per fish and mop 
make the average or the company will not hime 2. 

Hans came ba&k with some fish in erocks an 


Lhe “following year, 
6" dollars» in 
sire chickens, rabbits 
time he runs a rrane 


and a dog... 


é likes farming, and in his. spere 
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ae December 14, 1936 
ss STATE-WIDE SURVEY OF MINORITY GROUPS IN CALIFORNIA 
a S. D. Fredericksen was born in Jutland in the peninsula of 
* ‘Denmark in 1893. He came to the United States in the year of 1911. 
a oe Denmark he helped his father on the farm. 
‘ —s After coming to the United States he worked on a farm in Wis- 
ari consin up to 1912, then went to Erie, Pensylvania and was: employed 
in an iron works. He went back to Wisconsin in the Spring of 1913 
and worked on farms for six months before going to South Dakota. 
bag In Dakota he worked at farming work and carpentering for one and 
one-half years. He next went to Oregon to homestead and worked in 
logging camps, at which occupation he spent three years. a. 
He next went to Detroit, Michigan to work in an automobile 
factory spending three years at this occupation. 
In 192e he went back to Denmark where he stayed for four and 
- - one-half years and engaged in running a bicycle repair shop. He 
returned to the United States in 1927 and worked one and one-half 
years in an automobile and tractor manufacturing plant. 
Next he went back to Oregon where he operated a service station 
and garage for four and one-half years. 
He came to California in 1935 and worked in Redwood Lumber Mills ae 
on the Klamath aiyer for one and one-half years, then to Stockton 
where he is now employed at the Farmers Implement Exchange on Sharps ; 
Lane. i’ 
Be as The only Danish notable Mr. Frederickson could recall was Hans i 
‘Christian anderson, the writer of practically all the fairy tales af 
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well known. 
A well known Danish Sculptor is Thorvaldsen. 
The Danish National Anthem is "Kong Dristian Stad Vid Hojen Mast." 
There are no local Danish organizations or newspapers in San 
Joaquin County. 


The principal occupation in Denmark is farming. The land in 


Denmark is practically all agricultural. 
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